
The Newsletter of the Green River Chapter  

Washington Pilots Association  

February 2012  

Next Meeting  

Friday, February 17th, 2012  

At Trotterõs Family Restaurant (see page 2 for more info about Trotterõs) 
Dinner is $20, BRING YOUR OWN BEER OR WINE!  

6:30 pm Social, 7 pm Dinner and Meeting  

Entertainment: Guest Speaker Paul Wolf from WSDOT Aviation Division  

 

Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterõs Family Restaurant 

Saturday, March 3rd, 9am  

The Presidentõs Corner by  Leo  Dondl inge r  

Hello and welcome to a new year full of adventures, and lots of work as well. As you 

know we have elections coming up, and as I have said before, you really need to be in-

volved to get the most out of any club or activity. You have a sense of ownership and 

pride when you do. We have made good progress this year getting our membership up, 

and we will continue to have that as one of our major goals. I would like to suggest you 

pursue an officer position or a position on one of our committees. It was a lot of fun for 

me this year and I am willing to run for President one more year, as it does take a little time to grow into the posi-

tion. Being President is a great honor. I encourage everyone to try it out, so if you are interested in a position, raise 

your hand at nominations! One of my goals this year is to try to get to know all of you a little better!  

 This month we are going to try another venue for our meetings, Trotters Restaurant in downtown Auburn. 

We have a good selection of dinners available at a reasonable price. Our choices will be:  Trotters Steak, a 9 oz. 

USDA top sirloin cap steak, or a Salmon Dinner broiled to perfection topped with herb butter, or a Chicken Breast 

broiled and topped with herb butter. If you can, please RSVP your attendance and food choice to me at  

leodon1@skynetbb.com  Also, we will once again obtain a liquor license which allows you to bring your favorite bev-

erage or a bottle of wine to the meeting.  

We also have to watch the Government for changes to our flying freedoms and taxes. We could use a few 

more people that are interested in this activity and have some time to read articles, peruse magazines and determine 

where you think our leaders are directing us. This is important and we need to watch out for general aviation inter-

ests. I know your current VP Jim Flynn is very interested in this and I am sure he would like to hear from you as 

well. In the meantime, keep reading try to stay abreast of current events, and we will see you at the meeting!  



Note  f rom the  V ice  P res iden t  
HELP WANTED!  

 According to the FAA files for 2010, there were 20,553 active pilots in the 

State of Washington, and there were 1,800 pilots in WPA.  As of this article, there are 

only 750 pilots paid up for this year!  

 How do we get the word out? Do you vote? Do you tell your kids to vote? Do 

you tell them how important it is to vote? Have any of you ever written to your state 

representatives? Do you know how many airports have closed in the last ten years?  Do 

you know  the amount of taxes you pay on a gallon of aviation fuel?  

 How would you like to be the person who stands before the senate, telling them not to raise taxes, and then 

tell them that you have the support of less than 4% of the active pilots in the state?  

Why are we afraid to encourage our friends and family to join WPA? The money that they could save on taxes would 

easily pay for the $31 membership to WPA. If you believe in the future of aviation, then why donõt you support it? 

 We need members. I personally donõt care if they come to the meetings or participate in any functions. We 

must build up our membership numbers to support the people who represent us in Olympia.  

I would love to hear from you. Send me your thoughts and ideas. I need your help.  

~ Jim Flynn     JKRV6A2@SKYNETBB.COM  

 

MEETINGS & CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTSMEETINGS & CALENDAR OF LOCAL EVENTS  
Ranger Creek,  Poker Run and MORE to be announced later !Ranger  Creek,  Poker Run and MORE to be announced later !  

  

  
Feb 17Feb 17    --  General Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family RestaurantGeneral Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant  

Mar 3Mar 3    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Apr 7Apr 7    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Apr 20Apr 20    --  General Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family RestaurantGeneral Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant  

May 5May 5    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Jun 2Jun 2    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

June 15June 15    --  General Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family RestaurantGeneral Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant  

Jul 7Jul 7    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Aug 4Aug 4    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Aug 17Aug 17    --  General Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family RestaurantGeneral Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant  

Sep 1Sep 1    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Oct 6Oct 6    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Oct 19Oct 19    --  General Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family RestaurantGeneral Meeting at 7:00 PM, 6:30 Social @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant  

Nov 3Nov 3    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Dec 1Dec 1    --  Flyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AMFlyers Club Breakfast @ Trotterôs Family Restaurant at 9:00 AM  

Dec 21Dec 21    --  Annual Christmas Dinner MeetingAnnual Christmas Dinner Meeting  

 
 

Trotterõs Family Restaurant 
The Flyers Club Breakfast is held on the first Saturday of each month at Trotterõs Restaurant. 
We are going to try having our General Meetings there as well, the third FRIDAY of the 
month, every other month, starting in February, at 6:30pm. 
Trotterõs is a family owned and operated restaurant in Auburn. It is located at 825 Harvey 
Road, East of Auburn Way, and 1.08 miles from the Auburn airport.  The phone num-
ber is 253-833-2323. 



Meet Shane Mahoney! 

Green River Chapter WPA Member and Treasurer! 
     Raised in northern Minnesota (20 years of hockey) 
     Age: 50 something (I forget, it's the hockey)  
     Boeing employee since 1978... 
     Married with children (and grandchildren) 

Like many who love to fly, my interest started as a child.  Always asking my Dad for a ride in his Champ and looking to the skies.  As luck would have it, I 
was not old enough to ride with him before it was too late.  I flew out of Fargo, ND for a few hours during my college years but could not keep up with the 
costs.  I tried using the Marine Corp to help me fund flying but that became impossible for a single parent of a one year old child.  As you can imagine my 
family and career took over my days, months and years. 

Thank God for my lovely wife Robyn who enables my dreams without hesitation. In the year 2000 and after getting a fresh medical checkup, we purchased 
property on Evergreen Sky Ranch and began the process of building our house. Experiencing the frustration of living on an airstrip without flying, I started 
looking for flight instruction.  The only way this was going to happen was if it happened quickly, before building the house used up all of our money.  So I 
went to Florida during the spring of 2001 and flew 40 hours, plus another hour with an FAA examiner.  Doing this in one long week really brings new 
meaning to the phrase "license to learn."  It did not take long to buy an airplane.  Back to Florida I went a few months later to pick up our 1957 Piper Pacer 
PA22/20.  I took an instructor along that I found in the classifieds.  He needed to build time and I needed a tail wheel endorsement. 

On our first flight leg leaving Florida an engine oil line burst.  At 4000 feet my new found instructor friend decided we were on fire and started to dive for the 
ground.  I calmed him down and TOLD him to fly the airplane and use the engine.  I added that it only seemed like smoke from the exhaust, which it 
was.  With oil everywhere and no forward visibility we landed safely at Hammond, LA.  Wow, what have I gotten into?  We were flying again the next 
day.  To make a long story short, I had the airplane home three long winter months later.  It would have lasted much longer if Mike Latta had not agreed to 
help me with some quality tail wheel training.  The network of neighbors and friends we have is priceless. 

With nearly 500 flight hours, most in this airplane, I now fly with much more comfort and confidence.  Robyn and I are enjoying our life on the 
"Ranch."  We are finding time to do things we had dropped years ago.  When our son Hunter was born I stopped working on a Wheeler Express airplane 
kit I had bought years earlier.  Well, he went off to college this year.  Maybe I will start up on that project one of these days.  In the mean time I will fly, 
fish, hunt, travel and whatever I can fit in between work hours.  No retirement plans yet but I am learning a lot about it from my neighborsé 

I hope to add the Stehekin and Point Roberts airports to my list of destinations this summer.  Anyone want to go to these places? 

See you at a local airport soon,  Shane 



 Washington Pilots Association 

 
Green River Chapter 

 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  

December 21, 2011 
Galliano's Cucina ð SeaTac, Washington 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
The general meeting was called to order at 7:57 p.m. by President Leo Dondlinger. There were 31 members present. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Rich & Carol Alldredge, Al & Esther Banholzer, Nelson & Sylvia Brown, Perry Chinn, George Clifton, Leo & Gail Don-
dlinger, Jim & Karen Flynn, Kent & Karen Johnson, Marlo & Susan Jones, Bob Kay & Jo Schumacher, Mike & Linda Latta, 
Shane & Robyn Mahoney, Dick Migas & Melanie Jordon, Marv Olsen, Don Rottle, John Smutny, Sara Wallick, Mike Werner 
& Theresa White, Nelson & Sylvia Brown. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The minutes of the October 19, 2011 general meeting were approved as printed.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS/GUESTS/SPEAKERS  
New members: Nelson & Sylvia Brown, Dick Migas & Melanie Jordon. 
Guests: Melanie Jordon (arranged for speakers), Laurie Johnson (John Smutny's friend), Judy Naylor (Karen Flynn's 
mother). 
Speakers: Graham Goodrich (Aviation High School graduate and previous GRC-WPA scholarship winner) and Devon 
Gumke (Aviation High School senior). 
 
OFFICER REPORTS  
 
President ð Leo Dondlinger 
Our next meeting will be on Friday, February 17 at Trotter's Restaurant, 825 Harvey Road, Auburn. We will be able to bring 
our own refreshments. Future meetings will be held bimonthly on the third Friday of the month. 
 Elections of officers and directors will be held at that meeting, and I urge anybody who might be interested in run-
ning for any of the positions to please speak up.  
 Karen Flynn is our Director of Activities for this evening, and she has some surprises for us!!! 
 
Vice President ð Jim Flynn 
The guest speaker at the February meeting will be Paul Wolf, who is in charge of all the public airports in the State of Wash-
ington. He helps us keep Ranger Creek and Stehekin going, and he is a wealth of information. 
 My goal has been to increase our membership. It is extremely important that we assemble and unite a strong, organized 
entity in the State of Washington. With what is coming down on us this next year, they are going to whittle away at the avia-
tion community. It is extremely important that we support our state legislators. They need to know there are 4,000 pilots 
standing behind them, not five or six. 
 
Secretary ð Sara Wallick 
No report. 
 
Treasurer ð Shane Mahoney 
There is $2,736 in checking, of which $747 is earmarked for the scholarship fund. There was $243 which came in during the 
last week, and more has come in tonight. The scholarship fund has $747. We sold $118 in tickets tonight. We owe the state 
$228 and the state owes us $276. The membership is currently 84, which includes those who were members last year but 
have not yet paid for 2012. 



 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
No unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Newsletter Editor ð Karen Flynn 
Karen Flynn, GRC-WPA Newsletter Editor and tonight's Director of Activities was thanked for all of her hard work on the 
newsletter and for arranging tonight's post-meeting program. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion to adjourn carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.  
 

Sara Wallick 
Sara Wallick, Secretary 
 
POST-MEETING PROGRAM  
 
Graham Goodrich (Aviation High School graduate and previous GRC-WPA scholarship winner) and Devon Gumke 
(Aviation High School senior) gave inspiring talks about how they became interested in aviation and how they have benefit-
ted from Aviation High School. Melanie Jordon read a letter of gratitude from a previous recipient of a WPA scholarship, 
and encouraged everyone to support the scholarship program. 
 
A raffle was held to raise money for the GRC-WPA scholarship program. 
 
The GRC-WPA officers and our Aviation High School speakers were conscripted by Karen Flynn to play a humorous/
challenging game of charades by acting out in pantomime a particular object on the outside of an airplane and the audience 
trying to determine what it is. 
 
Mike Latta read the very special ñTwas the Night Before Christmas Aviation Style.ò  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GREEN RIVER CHAPTER ð WASHINGTON PILOTS ASSOCIATION   
PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS 

2012 

 
1. Article VIII (Meetings), Section 8.1. ð Submitted by Sara Wallick 

From: 
An annual meeting of the members shall be held in November or at a time and place designated by the Board of Direc-
tors. 
To: 
An annual meeting of the members shall be held in February or at a time and place designated by the Board of Directors. 

 
2. Article IX (Elections), Section 9.1. ð Submitted by Sara Wallick 

From:  
Election of officers and board members shall be held at the annual meeting of the Chapter in November. The Nominat-
ing Committee shall present a slate of officers to the membership at the Chapterõs October membership meeting. Addi-
tional nominations may be made at the October membership meeting and at the November membership meeting prior 
to a final vote. 
To: 
Election of officers and board members shall be held at the annual meeting of the Chapter in February. The Nominating 
Committee shall present a slate of officers to the membership at the Chapterõs December membership meeting. Addi-
tional nominations may be made at the February membership meeting prior to a final vote. 

 



A Note from your Newsletter Editor  

We had a great group of people show up for our Christmas Party and Dinner at Gallianoõs Cucina! We 

were greeted by some festive Christmas music performed by Lisa from the Enumclaw High School and 

delicious pizza appetizers. After some mingling and a great Italian dinner, we had a short meeting. Then 

a very interesting talk was given by Graham Goodrich (past WPA Green River Chapter Scholarship 

Award winner) and Devon Gumke (hoping for a scholarship!) from the Aviation High School. They told 

us about their school and their aviation goals and how much the scholarship awards help them out. They 

were both very bright, professional and outgoing young men. Thanks to Melanie Jordan (President, Avia-

tion Liaison Services, Inc., and friend of new member Dick Migas)  for organizing these two students to 

come and talk to us. Next was a little game of òAviation Charadesó played by our officers, Leo, Jim, 

Shane, Sara, and also Graham and Devon helped out. They were pretty good at it too, all winners!  We 

had some good laughs! We finished the night with fellow member Mike Latta reading òTwas the Night 

Before Christmas - Aviation Styleó to us all.  

We sold raffle tickets for some aviation prizes and made some money for the Aviation High School Schol-

arship fund. And we had a few new members joining us for their first meeting! Welcome to our chapter, 

Nelson & Sylvia Brown, and Dick Migas & Melanie Jordan!  

On the next page are some pictures from our party, enjoy!  

I would also like to take this time to thank Sara Wallick! She is our chapter Secretary, and she records 

the minutes of our board and member meetings, and sends me the file to put in our newsletter. I send 

her a rough draft of the newsletter and she proofs it for me before I send it out. She has also found some 

of the amazing links to videos and articles that we put on the last page of the newsletter in the òHave 

you seen this?ó area. She does an awesome job! Thank you Sara! 

A big thank you to Robyn Mahoney as well! I send her a rough draft of the newsletter as well and she 

proofs it for me before I send it out. She also gives me ideas, take pictures and supports me when I need 

some advice! Thank you Robyn!  

Hereõs to 2012 and lots of fun and safe flying! 

Tailwinds always,  

Karen Flynn 

 

 

Sara taking notes at the meeting! 

3ÁÒÁȭÓ ÓÈÏÒÔÈÁÎÄȦ 

Robyn and Karen flying around! 




