
 

YAKIMA VALLEY WPA NEWSLETTER 
NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2007 

   
   Hello everyone.  As you can see from the dates above, this will take care of two 
months worth of letters.  We had a board meeting at the new restaurant at the airport, 
THE BARNSTORMER,  and the Pres. even bought us all lunch;  which was great, by 
 the way.  I couldn't even finish my club sandwich.  Try it out.  I think that you will 
enjoy the new “aviation” motif, replete with a new paint job and carpet.  
   Tom McMahon and Ola Vestad attended and asked for WPA to provide funds for a 
projector to be used for informational programs for all of us to enjoy.  It was voted on 
and approved.  Get ready for some interesting programs at Tom's hangar and at other 
places as well.  Tom would really be pleased to have aviation enthusiasts show up at his 
hangar on Sat morns for great stale donuts, coffee and jabber and whatever else happens 
along—like flying! 
 

AIRPORT EXPANSION 
  Les Flue, as most of you know, is on the airport board.  This month he emailed me the 
minutes of his last board meeting.  I think this would be an interesting addition to this 
letter and perhaps it should be included in each issue.  It is particularly important for 
each of us to be informed about the airport at this juncture, because the airport expansion 
is now being discussed and proposed .  Fact is, the runway has to be lengthened if it is to 
be useful to the big jets that would be servicing this area as itexpands in the future.  I just 
learned at the board meeting that Delta cannot take a full passenger load  because the 
runway is too short, and at the present capacity, empty seats mean loss of revenue. Loss 
of revenue means eventual loss of air service to our community.  This simply would not 
be acceptable if our community is to grow and prosper.  Each of us has to pick up the 
sword and spread the word and if not us, who?  Well, how about the few real estate 
developers who would profit if the airport wasn't expanded.  You can bet they are 
spreading the word AGAINST the expansion and rightly so.  They certainly have a right 
to push  and seek support for their agenda.  We better push and support ours, which, in 
my opinion, should be centered on one of the tenets of real estate development which is 
“highest and best use”.  There is plenty of land in this valley of ours for more houses and 
the like, but there is no place else for runway lengthening except for the land directly in 
line with the present strip.  Certainly this should be a no brainer. But folks need to be 
informed.   So let's spread the word as we move around this valley of ours.  Isn't it ironic 
that this has no effect on our ability to fly our little planes rather it will have a huge 
effect on the genral citizenry out there and, of course, we are a part of that bunch too. 
 
   A copy of the minutes are on the next page. 
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