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Greetings,
First off, I hope 
everyone has 
been social dis-
tancing be it 
flying or proj-
ects around 
the house while 
“staying home, 
staying safe” is in 
effect. This pan-

demic has literally changed the 
way business is currently being 
done from eating at a restaurant 
to ordering take out or delivery. 
Orders of on-line products are 
through the roof. I just read an 
article this morning that there are 
more Cessna 172 Skyhawks flying 
in the air most of the time these 
days than Boeing 737’s. They 
cited the afternoon of May 19th 
having 507 Cessna 172’s to just 
271 Boeing 737’s tracked through 
FlightAware. Interesting note, the 
Cessna Skyhawk remains the 
most produced aircraft model 
in history with more than 44,000 
made. That tells me that Gen-
eral Aviation is still alive during 
this pandemic. Aircraft are being 
used for currency, to fly formation 
like our local Beech Boys did to 
pay respects to first responders, 
to delivering personnel protec-
tive equipment (PPE) to remote 
areas, and even for flight training.

	 Several airports have received 
stimulus checks nationwide for 
varying amounts and we all de-
serve to know what the money is 
going to. Runway and airport in-
frastructure do not fix themselves; 
people do. We do have airplanes 
today that can now land them-
selves. Garmin has manufac-
tured the “Garmin Autoland Sys-
tem” and just last week the Piper 
M600/SLS became the first GA 
aircraft to become equipped 
with the Autoland system that will 
land the airplane by itself should 
the pilot become incapacitated. 
It’s truly amazing how far we’ve 
come with technology, having 
an aircraft land itself. But I don’t 
ever see airport runways and 
other infrastructure fixing them-
selves. They will still need people 
and funding, and support. 

President’s Message…

Ken Davies
WPA President

Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation Legislative Update

COVID-19 & General Aviation
As many of you are adjusting 
to the “new normal”, whatever 
that may be, the reality of our 
mission takes on a new meaning. 
The WPA is a voting member of 
the Alliance. “WSAA serves as a 
collective voice for aviation and 
airport related organizations to 
protect and promote aviation 
in the State of Washington”. Job 
one remains the same, increase 
funding for all our airports!
	 As our State’s budget continues 
to decline during the Covid-19 
crisis, legislators are looking for 
ways to cover said shortfall. In 
addition, the Joint Transportation 
Committee (JTC) completed a 
statewide transportation needs 
assessment las t  December. 

Thei r funding picture for al l 
transportation needs was / is grim.
	 Last December they produced 
a document, Statewide Needs 
BERK Dec. 17, 2019. At that time, 
they concluded a shortfall of over 
$500 million for 2021. To cover 
such shortages, they began to 
brainstorm funding schemes. The 
last page of their presentation 
contained several ideas. Of note:

1.	 Commercial Aircraft fuel 
taxes

2.	 Carbon pollution Fee
3.	 Cap and Trade Revenues
4.	 Apply Sales and Use Tax to 

motor fuel 
5.	 Repea l  E x po r ted F ue l 

Exemption

Members of thei r  technical 
committee did not appear to 
be aware of the FAA Pol icy 
conce rn ing P roceeds f rom 
Aviation Fuel / Aviation Revenues.  
(Ref; Federal Register Vol. 79 #216).  
	 The good news . . . the 2020 
governor’s budget (PSHB 2322 . . . 
Page 77) contains the language 
we have been looking for. “. . 
. the Department of Revenue, 
working with the Aviation Division 
to develop and recommend a 
methodology to segregate and 
track actual tax amounts collected 
from HST (Hazardous Substance 
Tax) and PPT (Petroleum Products 
Tax) . . . due January 11, 2021”. 
Staff and the Joint Transportation 

By John Dobson, Government Affairs

See Tom Jensens report on Page 4. 

Who would have imagined 
when the 2020 session ended that 
we would come home to major 
changes in our lives? When I left 
Olympia on March 13, I had sever-
al ideas to begin working on next 
year’s legislation.  Meeting with 
other legislators to build support 
was a big part of my plan. Well, the 
COVID crisis changed all that.

Aviation has taken a gigan-

tic hit. Because of this crisis, airline 
travel has been reduced to about 
20% of pre-COVID travel, and flight 
training is also down substantially. 
The short term demand for pilots has 
waned. However corporate avia-
tion, although reduced, appears 
to be moving again in the right di-
rection. I have heard that charter 
flights are up and doing well. I am 
also hearing that our flight schools 
will be increasing training soon. Ag-
riculture flying is considered essen-

tial and is mov-
ing in the right 
direction despite 
the reduced de-
mand for certain 
crops. Agricul-
ture flying is es-
pecially impor-
tant in keeping 
our food chain 
intact so our 
American farm-
ers and ranchers 

(Continued on page 5)

State Rep. 
Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 
13th Legislative 
District

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

(Continued 
on page 5)

(Continued on page 3)

	 This is where we need your 
help, even if it’s just the eyes and 
ears of your local airports. We 
had a very successful planning 
meeting in Chelan in March and 
we just last week conducted 
a very successful state board 
meeting mostly through Micro-
soft Teams “virtually” but also at 
Castle & Cooke ‘in person” at 
Paine Field while there are still a 
few hiccups to work out with the 
system. While the meeting was 
slated to be at Pasco, my apolo-
gies, but we will get back out 
there very soon. In this issue of 
Wings you should see some new 
things, more vendors support-
ing WPA and providing benefits 
to members, a new Wings edi-
tor Michael Watkins, and hope-
fully some new script to draw 
your attention. We want to make 
this Wings Newsletter our voice. 

It was created to speak for and 
about the chapters that don’t 
have a newsletter. So please, 
help me bridge the gap between 
generations of pilots and help us 

increase membership in WPA. 
Share this Wings Newsletter with 
a prospective member and tell 
them what WPA is all about and 
what it can do for them. Please 
stay safe! 
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Be smart, and please fly safely.

When you plan a trip in a gen-
eral aviation (GA) airplane, you 
might find yourself telling friends 
and family that you are first going 
to “see” if weather conditions are 
suitable.  In other words, your first 
major preflight task is to perceive 
the flight environment by collect-
ing information about current and 
forecast conditions along the route 
you intend to take, and then using 
the information to develop a good 
mental picture of the situation you 
can expect to encounter during 
the flight.    

Because there are many sourc-
es of weather information today, 
the first challenge is simply know-
ing where and how to look for the 
weather information you need.    

For many GA pilots, the FAA 
Flight Service Station (FSS) remains 
the single most widely used source 
of comprehensive weather infor-
mation.  Like other weather provid-
ers, the FSS bundles, or “packages,” 
weather products derived from Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) data 
and other flight planning informa-
tion into a convenient, user-friendly 
package that is intended to offer 
the pilot not only specific details, 
but also a big picture view of the 
flight environment.  In this respect, 
you might think of the FSS as “one-
stop shopping” for GA weather in-
formation.    

Flight Service offers four basic 
briefing packages:        

Flight Service offers four basic 
briefing packages:    

• Outlook (for flights more 
than six hours away),  
• Standard (for most flights),  
• Abbreviated (to update 
specific items after a stan-
dard briefing); and  

The specific weather informa-
tion packaged into a standard 
briefing includes a weather syn-
opsis, sky conditions (clouds), and 
visibility and weather conditions at 
the departure, enroute, and des-
tination points.  Also included are 
adverse conditions, altimeter set-
tings, cloud tops, dew point, icing 
conditions, surface winds, winds 
aloft, temperature, thunderstorm 
activity, precipitation, precipitation 
intensity, visibility obscuration, pilot 
reports (PIREPs), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, 
Convective SIGMETS, and Notices 
to Airmen (NOTAMs), including any 
temporary flight restrictions (TFRs).  

Although a Flight Service 
weather briefing is still the single 
most comprehensive source of 
weather data for GA flying, it can 
be difficult to absorb all the infor-
mation conveyed in a telephone 
briefing.  Pictures are priceless 
when it comes to displaying com-
plex, dynamic information like 
cloud cover and precipitation.  For 
this reason, you may find it helpful 
to begin the preflight planning pro-
cess by looking at weather prod-
ucts from a range of providers.  The 
goal of this self-briefing process is to 
develop an overall mental picture 
of current and forecast weather 
conditions, and to identify areas 
that require closer investigation 
with the help of an FSS briefer.    

HERE IS ONE APPROACH TO 
CONDUCTING YOUR INITIAL SELF-
BRIEFING.  Keep in mind a simple 
rule-of-thumb as you work through 
the weather data collection pro-
cess:  the more doubtful the weath-
er, the more information you need 
to obtain.  

TELEVISION/INTERNET SOURCES.  
For long-range weather planning, 

Planning a General Aviation Trip
many pilots start with televised 
or online weather, such as The 
Weather Channel (TWC) on televi-
sion or the Internet.  TWC is not an 
FAA- approved source of weather 
information, but its television and 
Internet offerings provide both 
tactical and strategic summaries 
and forecasts (up to 10 per day).  
TWC provides compact, easy-to-
use information that can be a use-
ful supplement to approved sourc-
es.  For example, one TWC Internet 
page includes a weather map 
with color-coding for Instrument 
Flight Rules (IFR) and Marginal Vi-
sual Flight Rules (MVFR) conditions 
at airports around the country 
(http://www.weather.com/maps/
aviation.html).  This and other TWC 
features can give you a very use-
ful first snapshot of weather con-
ditions you will need to evaluate 
more closely.  The National Weath-
er Service’s Aviation Weather Cen-
ter (http://aviationweather.gov/) 
is another useful source of initial 
weather information.  A look at the 
AIRMET and SIGMET watch boxes 
can quickly give you an idea of 
areas of marginal or instrument 
weather.  

LOCKHEED MARTIN WX- Next, 
get a printed version of the FSS 
briefing package by obtaining a 
standard briefing for your route.  
Free and accessible to all pilots via 
the Internet at www.1800wxbrief.
com this resource provides weath-
er information in an FAA-approved 
format and records the transac-
tion as an official weather briefing.    

AVIATION DIGITAL DATA SER-
VICE (ADDS):  You should also take 
a look at the wealth of weather 
information and resources avail-
able online via the Aviation Digital 
Data Service (ADDS), a joint effort 
of NOAA Forecast Systems Labora-
tory, NCAR Research Applications 
Program (RAP), and the National 
Centers for Environmental Pre-
diction (NCEP) Aviation Weather 
Center (AWC).  Available athttp://
adds.aviationweather.noaa.gov, 
ADDS combines information from 
National Weather Service (NWS) 
aviation observations and fore-
casts and makes them available 
on the Internet along with visu-
alization tools to help pilots use 
this information for practical flight 
planning.  For example:  

• For METARs, TAFS, AIRMETS, 
and SIGMETS, the ADDS java tool 
can zoom in on specific parts of 
the country.   

• For pilot reports (PIREPs), 
the ADDS Java tool can zoom in 
on a specific part of the country 
and specify the type of hazard 
reported (icing, turbulence, sky 
and weather). The tool also allows 
you to limit data to specified alti-
tudes and time periods. Map over-
lays including counties, highways, 
VORs, and Air Route Traffic Control 
Boundaries are available.  

• For the National Convective 
Weather Forecast (NCWF), the lat-
est convection diagnostic is shown 
together with the one-hour fore-
cast. The java tool allows the user 
to select the height and speed of 
the forecasted thunderstorm, as 
well as the one-hour forecast from 
the previous hour to help the user 
understand how well the NCWF is 
performing.   

• ADDS also includes a Flight 
Path Tool that helps pilots visualize 
high resolution weather products 
together with winds aloft and pilot 
reports.    

Although some of the other 
ADDS tools (e.g., icing potential 
and maximum turbulence poten-
tial) are only authorized for opera-
tional use by meteorologists and 
dispatchers, these products can still 
help you develop a mental picture 
of vertical and horizontal “weather 
hazard areas” for your flight.   

FLIGHT SERVICE STATION BRIEF-
ING.  Once you have formed a ba-
sic mental picture of the weather 
conditions for your trip, it is time 
to call the FSS.  If you have just 
obtained a WX briefing or if the 
weather situation and mission are 
both simple, ask for an abbreviated 
briefing.  If not, ask for a standard 
briefing.  Armed with what you al-
ready know from your self-briefing 
process, you will find that it is much 
easier to absorb information from 
the briefer – and to know what 
questions you should ask.   

A FEW GUIDELINES FOR GETTING 
WEATHER DATA FROM FSS:  

• DO be sure to get the right 
FSS.  When you dial the standard 
number, 1-800- WX-BRIEF from a 
cell phone, this number will con-
nect you to the FSS associated with 
your cell phone’s area code

• DO know what you need, so 
you can request the right briefing 
“package” (outlook, standard, or 
abbreviated). 

• DO use the standard flight 
plan form to provide the back-
ground the briefer needs to obtain 
the right information for you.  Re-
view the form before you call, and 
develop an estimate for items such 
as altitude, route, and estimated 
time enroute so you can be sure 
of getting what you need to know.   
Review AIM 5-1-9 for new equip-
ment suffixes required.

• DO be honest – with yourself 
and with the briefer – about any 
limitations in your pilot skill or air-
craft capability.   Ask questions in 
the briefing to know which direc-
tion (north, south, east, west) to 
turn to fly toward better weather, 
and how far you would have to fly 
to reach it.   

• DO sharpen your mental 
picture of where the weather haz-
ards may be in relation to your 
departure airport, proposed route 
of flight, and be assertive.   Smart 
pilots ask questions to resolve any 
ambiguities in the weather brief-
ing.   

• DO let the FSS specialist know 
if you are new to the area or un-
familiar with the typical weather 
patterns, including seasonal char-
acteristics.  If you are unfamiliar 
with the area, have a VFR or IFR 
navigation chart available while 
you listen to help review the de-
scription of the weather near the 
destination. 

• DO ask questions, and speak 
up if you don’t understand some-
thing you have seen or heard.  The 
worse the weather, the more data 
you need to develop options. 

• DO be sure to get all the 
weather information you need.  If 
you are flying in IMC or MVFR that 
could deteriorate, don’t enter IFR 
conditions unless you are aware 
of icing, tops and options to go to-
wards better weather.

By Gary Miranda, Southwest Chapter
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It is my pleasure to introduce my-
self as the new WPA Wings Editor 
and Vice President of the Skagit 
Chapter. I give many thanks to 
Marian for trusting me to take 
over the reins and I will strive to 
fill her shoes as we move forward 
with WPA and the newsletter. 

	 For those of you that have never 
met me, I am a prior Navy Chief, 
Combat Cameraman, Aerial 
Photographer and photojour-
nalist. I have served everywhere 
including a tour of multiple spe-
cial forces mission in Iraq, the 
American evacuations in Beirut, 
detainee operations in Guan-
tanamo Bay, and all corners of 
Afghanistan to name a few. If 
you’re interested in my full bio, 
feel free to go to my online port-
folio www.michaelbwatkins.com.

	 I live and breathe aviation and 
it is my passion. After getting my 
private license at the Whidbey 
Island Navy Flying Club in 1997, 
I continued aviation as a hobby 
until deciding to make a career 
change as a combat camera-
man and trade one job where 
people are trying to kill me to an-
other… being a CFI!  (I say that 
jokingly of course.)

	 As Editor, I would like to solicit 
aviation stories and experiences 
that I may include into the current 
and upcoming issues. I would like 
to make sure all voices are heard 
that want to be to help represent 
every aspect of WPA.  Please be 
patient as I am getting my feet 
wet trying to take over this role 
and learning curve. I would wel-
come feedback and suggestions 

to keep this publication up to 
the standards of my predecessor 
and continually strive to improve 
the content. Please be patient in 
my transition! 
	 My first executive decision is 
to add new content beginning 
with a CFI Corner and a Letter 
to the Editor column. I encour-
age submissions from other CFI’s 
from all chapters and I will lead 
it off with the first article. Letters 
to the editor should be fun way 
to get feedback on the newslet-
ter, as well as any other gripes, 
complaints, ideas and of course 
compliments are okay too!

	 I look forward to making the 
most of my new position and look 
forward to meeting my fellow avi-
ators throughout the state. (I think 
I am making more reasons to fly!) 

WPA Flyers is our network publi-
cation to report concerns, share 
stories, etc.  

For now, I can be reached at  
michaelwatkins1@icloud.com or 
by cell: 360-661-5477.

New Wings Editor - Michael Watkins
By Michael Watkins, Editor

Michael Watkins, Editor,
Photo by Joe Andrade

Have you ever inadvertently penetrated 
a cloud bank? With time, this is a very likely 
scenario for all GA pilots.  Over my years of 
flying small single engine aircraft I have had 
the misfortune to do it once. I’ve never been 
reckless, nor do I take chances. I’m what you 
call a fair-weather pilot. I do not fly in mar-
ginal VFR conditions and abide by VFR rules 
to the letter. 

I recall the day very well. It was a relatively 
nice day with lots of sunshine with some scat-
tered clouds at 2,500ft. I thought I’d do some 
“night” flying with my daughter. I put the 
word night in quotes because it wasn’t dark; 
it just was 30 minutes before sunset. Techni-
cally it was dusk.  Legally this was considered 
night flying, but I felt comfortable going up. 
The runway lights were on, and there was vis-
ibility as far as the eye could see. I was ex-
cited about viewing the Snohomish valley at 
dusk while using the lights of Everett and sur-
rounding areas as a beautiful backdrop and 
navigational aid. I thought we would fly up to 
Skagit, loop around and come back. It was 
to be a short flight with the goal of getting a 
feel for a little night flying. We were climbing 
to 2,000ft  just north of Everett, and I could 
see Arlington in the distance with runway 
lights when suddenly everything went dark. 
The only visible light was the faint glow of my 
instrument panel. I immediately knew what 
happened. We had flown into a low cloud. 
At night the lights below are easy to see, how-
ever, the horizon often cannot be seen and 
everything above the horizon is dark, thus 
obscuring clouds. I am a very cautious pilot, 
but this evening I was also lucky. My course 
reversal and ability to back out of this situa-
tion worked out well, but it could have gone 
very wrong.

The lesson learned is when the right com-
bination of conditions exist, along with the 
right rationale (i.e. “it was just a short flight”), 
an error in judgement can easily happen, 
and it can be costly. The PortaPilot (if in-
stalled) could have easily aided in a safe re-
covery with the push of a button.

About a year ago, I had the great for-

tune of meeting Tee Scheffer, a fellow pilot 
who had a similar event happen in 
his aviation carrier. As a result, Tee 
spent years and great expense in 
the development of a very afford-
able autopilot which some day 
may save the lives of our fellow pi-
lots. I was very curious when I heard 
about his device. First, I had never 
heard of a “portable” auto pilot…
just the notion of this had me in-
trigued, and I had to learn more. 
Second, this autopilot can execute 
course reversal with one push of a 
button, with or without a GPS navi-
gator attached.  I thought this was 
nothing short of brilliant! As a mat-
ter of fact, there is nothing on the 
market like this. In my opinion, this 
device should be a part of every 
GA pilot’s flight bag with any cross-
country flying.

This portable and personal 
autopilot is appropriately named 
the “PortaPilot”. It is adaptable to 
several aircraft types and is small 
enough to fit in a case like that of 
an aviation headset. It was tested 
and proven over many flight hours 
and FAA regimented flight tests to 
be a solid performer. However, be-
ing portable puts this device in a 
category where the FAA has no oversight as 
it relates to certification. 

The PortaPilot is simple to use. Once at a 
safe altitude, snap it in, and it will grab the 
controls without hesitation. Just as easily, snap 
it out when it is no longer needed. The single 
axis levels the wings (LVL) keeping the shiny 
side up, while it also provides controlled turns 
when commanded to do so. In its heading 
mode (HDG), it will fly a pilot-selected mag-
netic heading, and when navigation mode 
is selected (NAV) it will track a flight plan pro-
grammed into a GPS navigator, or follows a 
precise Direct-To-Course with the precision of 
plus/minus sixty feet. It operates with or with-
out a portable or panel GPS navigator.  

It is important to note that autopilot adds 
flight comfort and fatigue reduction as the 
workload in a cockpit can be high in certain 
situations. However, it also presents added 
complexity. Therefore, the PortaPilot is rec-
ommended for use by pilots with greater than 
200 flight hours and day VFR operations at al-
titudes above 2,000 feet AGL. The PortaPilot 
incorporates its own inertial platform Attitude 
Heading and Reference System (AHRS) and 
is therefore independent of aircraft instru-
ments, making it a great backup in an emer-
gency. In case of an aircraft electrical failure, 
the optional backup battery provides over 

an hour of operation. Another beneficial ele-

ment of the PortaPilot is its efficiency in the 
form of improved fuel consumption, reduced 
flight time, precise compliance with airspace 
restrictions, improved flight efficiency for a 
single pilot on a long and/or complex flight, 
and accurate flight path and vector tracking. 

The graphic below is a FlightAware ATC re-
cord of a flight test on May 18, 2020. This flight 
was not hand flown. PortaPilot is doing all the 
work. Note the accurate ground track of the 
NAV system in HDG mode. No meandering 
means time and fuel savings. Compare this 
to some hand flown tracks. Also, worth noting 
is the heading accuracy and stability in this 
data segment: N 344 to N 345. There is further 
data such as the GND speed changing from 
100 to 120 at the course reversal point (10Kt 
wind component).

The cost for the kit is expected to be be-
low $2,000 for the single axis model, and the 
VNAV model adds altitude hold and will be 
priced below $3,000.  The biggest selling 
point (in my mind) is that it is the only autopilot 
that is equally useful to both renters and own-
ers of small single engine aircraft. This aspect 
makes the PortaPilot not only unique but also 
extremely versatile and cost effective. 	

For a more detailed look at the above 
flight, visit: https://flightaware.com/live/flight/
N9706Q/history/20200518/2008Z/KPAE/KPAE

New “Portable” Auto-Pilot Could Save Lives
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It’s a rainy day in 
May as I begin to 
write this column 
for the June-July 
edition of WPA 
Wings.  COVID-19 
has been a minor 
inconvenience 
for some but for 
many it continues 
to cause major 
disruption in their 
daily lives.  At 
WPA there have 

been disruptions and changes too.  
As the pilot community we miss 
the in-person interaction and the 
many fun things we do together.  
We have been forced to engage 
in technology and that has been 
both a disruption and a new chal-
lenge for most.  Since my retiring 
from my second career with Mer-
rill Lynch in 2017, I never thought I 
would be participating in so many 
virtual meetings and webinars and 
learning to use aps like Zoom, Mi-
crosoft Teams, Go to Meeting, Go 
to Webinar, Facetime, Meet, We-
bEx.  For every negative there is a 
positive and the use of technology 
has the potential to reach out to 
more pilots and help build a better 
and stronger WPA.  
	 While I miss flying with my CFI’s 
and the great training derived 
from WINGS flights, there are many 
great aviation training, safety 
aps and webinars available (FAA 
WINGS, Bold Method, MzeroA, Pi-
lot’s Workshop, AOPA, Foreflight, 
Garmin, Sporty’s Pilot Shop and 
many others).  Maybe you can 
share a favorite.  Recently the FAA 
announced the release of the Run-
way Safety Pilot Simulator www.
runwaysafetysimulator.com.  See 
if you can successfully navigate 
through the inter-active scenarios.   
	 WPA is unique that its leaders 
and members provide information 
that is close to home.  As example, 
our Safety and Education Director, 
Gary Miranda produces a monthly 
blub, the latest being “Pilots Driv-
er’s Ed for May”.  If you are not on 
distribution, I encourage you to do 
so.  In the interim, I will continue to 
forward to the eastside chapter 
Presidents for further dissemination 
to their members.
	 Our last state board meet-
ing used Microsoft Teams and it 
worked very well.  The April Mem-
bership Action Team meeting used 
WebEx.  It too worked well.  On the 
subject of membership, I encour-
age every Chapter to provide a 
representative to participate on 
this team.  Many other goals are 
being addressed because they 

relate to membership and how we 
work together given a huge dis-
parity of member age.  At the April 
meeting we discussed new ways 
to look at events and outings to 
attract pilots from all generations 
from the Baby Boomers to Genera-
tion Y.  As example, add in an ac-
tivity like a BBQ, mountain biking, 
skiing, hiking, fly fishing to the tra-
ditional fly in.  The group is focus-
ing on improving communications 
between chapters and members 
to stimulate ideas, education, and 
growth and adding value by effec-
tively communicating the benefits 
of WPA membership.  Point of Con-
tact is Royce Civico, WPA Director 
and Membership Chairperson.  
	 One of the challenges facing 
WPA is obtaining speakers.  This is 
can be especially challenging for 
our smaller chapters.  WPA is ex-
ploring how to work together and 
expand the number of members 
able to participate in meetings 
including WINGS credit where 
possible.  Jay Bigley, a FAA desig-
nated flight examiner and Chief 
Flight Instructor for Moody Avia-
tion will present at Spokane’s June 
General Meeting on June 17.   The 
scenario-based program will of-
fer WINGS credit.  At this time the 
meeting could be in person at 
Darcy’s in Spokane Valley and/or a 
virtual meeting.  In either case, the 
intent is to have an open meeting 
permitting on-line participation by 
any interested WPA member.  Spo-
kane at 112 members is the largest 
eastside chapter and is eager to 
share and team with other chap-
ters to add value to our members.  
Perhaps too, your chapter can 
share its programs or team with 
another chapter.  We can all grow 
together!
	 I have been fortunate to do 
some flying this Spring but on rainy, 
inclement weather days, my PC 
based flight simulator, X-Plane 11 
provides the opportunity to simu-
late flights and training scenarios. 
Graphics are superb and by fine 
tuning the settings you can have 
an airplane that flies reasonably 
close to the real thing from takeoff 
to landing.  
	 I encourage you to share your 
ideas and recommendations.   
With the gradual re-opening of the 
economy I look forward to outings, 
events and the many fun things we 
do in WPA.  For me this will include 
visiting the chapters on the east-
side of the state.
Be safe, fly safe and look forward 
to the promise for more activities 
coming our way as we continue to 
re-open the economy.

Eastside Report

Robert Bertsch
Vice President, East

Covid-19 is af-
fecting how and 
where we go, but 
less so with our 
airplanes than 
by other means.  
We have been 
taking the pan-
demic seriously, 
not just because 
of our age (mid 
70’s), with masks, 
fastidious social 
distancing and 

following other recommended 
protocols. See my family photo ex-
ample.
	 The pandemic has hit close to 
home in another way: long-time 
friend, WPA member and WASAR 
volunteer Mark Wilkerson has suc-
cumbed to the virus, along with 
several members of our church 
who were in a rehab facility in 
Enumclaw.
	 In consideration of Covid19, 
the Stuart Island cabin is offline for 
WPA use until San Juan County lifts 
their official discouragement of 
non-essential travel. Their caution 
seems to be paying off with a very 
low infection rate.  The county will 
follow state guidelines on phased 
reopening. Contact me for res-
ervations which will not likely be 
available until June, following the 
state allowing non-essential travel 
as part of “Phase 3.” 
Paul Wolf advises that his budget 
is being cut which is impairing his 
ability to inspect state airports prior 
to reopening.  He did accept my 
offer to do a pre-opening inspec-

Airports Report

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Several months 
ago, I recall lis-
tening to a local 
TV weather fore-
caster talk about 
his learning ex-
periences of the 
actual weather 
and what he 
had forecast.  
He said after ev-
ery big weather 
event he made 
a file of “what 

he missed?”  It helped him to be a 
better forecaster in the future.
	 About the same time, I listened 
to a local pilot recant a flight in 
which he flew from Salem, OR 
(KSLE) to Aurora, OR. (KUAO). The 
pilot had business to tend to for 
a few hours at KUAO and then 
hoped to return to KSLE later.  He 
mentioned that the weather was 
forecast to be VFR.  Upon his arrival 
to the airport for the return flight, 
the weather was now 018 OVC 
and 4 miles visibility at both KSLE 
and KUAO. As I listened to the story 
I thought to myself, “what did he 
miss?”
	 If we fly long enough, we are 
faced with the “what did I miss” 
questions after a flight.  We may 
not be as meticulous as the local 
TV weatherman and his event files, 
but we still have to answer these 
questions in our flying career to 
help educate us on how to judge 
a flight.
	 Whether you are a Piper Cub pi-
lot flying low and slow or light twin 
pilots flying for business review-
ing his or her route, we face the 
question of how to safely make a 
flight.  Often, we return to the ques-
tion “what did I miss,” when things 
don’t turn out as planned.
	 The FAA several years back 
came up with a catchy phrase 
called P-A-V-E to help us think of 
the “what have I missed” questions.  
I’m sure by now you’ve heard of it 
before but a review in the Spring is 
always a good thing. Let’s take the 
acronym one at a time as a review 
to the “What did I miss” question.

•	P- Stands for Pilot and his 
readiness for flight.  Is he 
current, in good health and 
lifestyle and special caution 
on exposure to viruses (think 
sleep, nutrition, drugs & alco-
hol, illness or stressful events)? 

•	A- Stands for Aircraft and its 
readiness.  Is it fueled prop-
erly for the flight and weath-
er? Does it have the perfor-
mance and equipment to 
do this flight safely? 

•	V- Stands for Environment.  
What is the current and fore-
cast weather looking like? 
Local area weather fore-
cast are now available to 
the pilot in the form of MOS 
or Model Output Statistic 
(https://www.weather.gov/
mdl/mos_home) This is info 
from the local forecaster that 
is sent to the natl. weather 
service. Good weather fore-
casts have a greater reliabil-
ity and longer valid period 
than poor forecast.

•	E- Stands for External pres-
sures.  Did you have enough 
time to plan for the flight? 
Were passengers or clients 
relying on your time frame? 
Was your time frame varied 
enough to give you more 
options to choose varied op-
tions.

	 Again we come back to the 
question, “What did I miss? “All 
these items should be a part of our 
normal flight checklist for every 
flight.  
	 My pilot friend who recalled the 
flying story about the KUAO to KSLE 
flight said that “he had learned” 
to increase his personal minimums 
from that day forward and vowed 
to be more comprehensive in his 
weather review. His proactive re-
view put a smile on my face and 
I’m sure molded his flying future 
with a higher safety margin for he 
and his passengers.
	 I recall a saying that I came 
upon early in my flying career, “Fly-
ing is like the Sea.  Beautiful to view, 
but you never should turn your 
back on it.”

Safety & Education Report

By Gary Miranda 
Safety & Education 
Director

I had the opportunity to hear from a few chapters in the 
past couple of weeks to understand their difficulties. There 
are some robust chapters that have no problems bringing 
in new members. However, there are a few of them that 
actually struggle to hold regular meetings! This needs to be 
fixed!  I asked them what I can do to help and this is what 
they had to share with me.
 
1) Presentations/presenters are hard to come by for some 
chapters. Solution: Create a repository that can catalog 

information allowing those contacts to be shared state-
wide.
2) Siloing prevents us from hearing our chapters. Solution: 

Hold monthly meetings with chapter leadership to discuss our problems and 
come up with solutions. 
3) Without face-to-face communication, meeting with the members has been 
difficult and in some cases, non-existent. Solution: We will continue to encour-
age users to use Microsoft Teams. We are now in the process of testing Teams 
to reach up to 10,000 viewers.
4) Social events will help us attract new members. Solution: I am actively for a 
coordinator to have monthly fly-outs/camp-outs with the entire state.
5) Being able to recoup the cost of a membership would be a great sell for a 
WPA membership. Solution: I will be actively looking out to get discounts and 
promotions into WINGS to promote aviation businesses while providing value 
for our members.
Addressing some of these fundamental problems will help us increase value 
that the WPA provides to its members. I am excited to see these solutions come 
to fruition. However, I cannot do it without your help. If I have missed your 
chapter or if you want to be part of these solutions, please reach out to me!

Royce Civico, State 
WPA Membership 
Director

tion of Green River Chapter’s ad-
opted Ranger Creek (21W) airstrip. 
The strip is in great shape, clean, 
very few weeds, and about all 
that’s needed is touchup of the 
painted numbers. 21W is officially 
open; you can check status of oth-
er state airports on WSDOT/Avia-
tion/airports page.
	 A work party at Stehekin is ten-
tatively set for June 20; TBD by Park 
Service restrictions currently in 
place.  Please plan to bring your 
own safety gear (safety glasses, 
gloves, masks, etc.) to minimize 
Paul’s expenses.
	 Covid good news(?): Fuel prices 
are terrific, so get out there and 
use your airplane! The airlines are 
suffering but flight training contin-
ues with appropriate precautions. 
Get yourself current and consider 
a flyout for takeout dining.

Membership Report
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Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

The 2020 membership renewal season has slowed significantly since our 
annual meeting in February. To date we have 985 renewals which puts 
us 18 members short of last year’s number. If we are unable to have Sum-
mer fly-ins, we will miss this opportunity to sign up mew members at these 
events. 

This does not mean that we can’t do recruiting. Every renewal and new 
member sign up is critical if we are to have the funds available to meet 
our ongoing expenses and fund special projects. Every current member 
and every officer are encouraged to solicit for new members in their 
chapter area and bring ex-members back into the fold. That is how we 
will meet our minimum goal of 1,000+ members. Let’s not forget flying 
clubs as a great resource. With the WPA Member Benefit Program, we 
have more to offer our members than ever before. We really need to 
grow our membership to 1,500 and include more younger pilots in our 
organization.

Treasurer Report
Bud Smilanich, WPA State Treasurer

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
Tell us what you like, dislike, or just sound off 

about anything aviation. Please include your 
name and chapter association. Submit entries 

via e-mail to michaelwatkins1@icloud.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NOYES

ARE YOU GOING TO BUY 
THE AIRPLANE?

NO YES

Is it too Expensive?

NOYES

Can you put a price on happiness?

NOYES

NOYES

Do they love you?

COOL! 

BU
Y 

TH
E P

LA
NE

!

Is this about what your partner will say?

NOYES

So they want you to be happy?

I lied! I’m Single.

COVID-19 Continued
Committee (JTC) will finally get a look at how much money that has 
been diverted from aviation.
	 The second piece of good news, the JTC has reached out to the 
Alliance for a nominee to serve on their committee. As of this writing, 
Warren Hendrickson, WPA member, has been nominated to serve on 
the committee. If selected, we will be assured that the message of 
airport revenues must be reserved for aviation.  
	 Finally, as individuals, I remind every one of you to carry that 
same message forward. All revenues from aviation assets, be they on 
airport or contained in a barrel of crude, that revenue must support 
our airports! That is a mandate from the FAA. In the meantime, stay 
safe and keep the faith. Funding for our airports will happen!  

can continue to feed a hungry world.
Many of our controlled airports will see reduced air traffic control 

tower hours for 2 reasons; one, because of reduced traffic and two, to 
manage COVID exposure to keep our controllers safe. As passenger traf-
fic begins to pick up, I anticipate the hours to resume as well. 

At Grant County International Airport (KMWH) here in Moses Lake the 
hours have been targeted for reduction. Because of our  unique opera-
tions here, we are asking the FAA to keep the normal schedule to ac-
commodate the tenants and traffic flow. While KMWH is not a passenger 
hub, it has many varied operations including flight testing, flight training, 
corporate and charter activity and it has a U.S. Forest Service wildfire 
loading facility. With the wildfire season upon us, having the ability to 
keep the larger air tankers in the air is very important. Many of the 737 
MAX’s are scheduled to be repaired and returned to service at Grant 
County. Having a functional control tower at KMWH will be essential.

Due to the shutdown of our economy the Washington State budget 
has taken a major hit. There is a better than even chance we (the leg-
islators) will be called back into special session sometime this summer. 
Finding ways to solve the short-term budget crisis will be a challenge and 
solving this for the long term will be very difficult. The good news is the 
economy is beginning to move again which will improve the state rev-
enue. The bad news is it will take a while to dig our way out of this deficit. 

Looking at future state revenue and how much will be available for 
aviation is the big question. Going back to our past legislative efforts to 
improve and support aviation infrastructure, we may need to change 
direction.. For sure it will not be business as usual.

 I intend to introduce legislation next session to put into statute the 
aviation infrastructure loan program (CARB), this has been a very popular 
program and we need to keep it going. The 1% bill will be reintroduced in 
some form as well, although I do anticipate it will look somewhat differ-
ent. I would also like to look at some type of funding for aviation training. 
I also ran a bill last year to provide a tax incentive for firms performing re-
search and development on aircraft. The bill flew through the House but 
stalled in the Senate; we shall recover and take another flight next year.

I am currently aware of several new innovative ideas coming forward 
in the world of aviation and commercial air travel. Hopefully by the next 
edition I will have new information on these amazing concepts. People in 
aviation are so passionate about what they do and are always coming 
up with greats solutions for complex problems. The bigger the problem, 
the better the solution.

We are all currently dealing with the Coronavirus issue, please pay at-
tention to the precautionary measures and keep yourself healthy. We will 
get through this and America will be stronger as a result. If you would like 
more information about COVID-19, you can go to coronavirus.wa.gov. 
This is a very complete website for the latest up to date information.

Until next time, blue sky and tailwinds.
 If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation or 

would like me to attend a meeting or event, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch with me. You may e-mail me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov  or 
contact my office at 360-786-7932 or my district office at 509-766-6525 or 
509-607-0156. You may sign up for my e-mail updates by visiting my web-
site at www.tomdent.wa.gov. 

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a pro-
fessional pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 20,000-logged hours. 
He currently holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land 
with commercial privileges single engine land; he is also a Certificated 
Flight Instructor for both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument 
airplane. He lives on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, seven miles 
northeast of Moses Lake. Tom, represents the 13th District, and is currently 
serving his third term in the state House of Representatives.

DENT Continued
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Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 
Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business 

or leisure travel. Come visit us at 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and 

The Skyway Café.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

FBO Services include: 
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts 
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 
Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

 

MEDIA RELEASE
San Juan Country

San Juan County Leaders URGE 
Residents to Restrict Off-Island Trav-
el and Follow Strict Health Guide-
lines Upon Returning 

As Washington State ap-
proaches the anticipated peak 
of COVID-19 medical surge cases, 
San Juan County urges everyone 
to take more aggressive precau-
tions to protect their families and 
neighbors when coming to the is-
lands from the mainland.  

“As cases multiply throughout 
the state, including Skagit, Island, 
and Whatcom Counties, islanders 
traveling back to the islands from 
the mainland are risking becoming 
a source of disease spread,” said 
San Juan County Health Officer, Dr. 
Frank James, MD. 

Dr. James continues, “island 
residents have done a great job 
self-isolating and maintaining so-
cial distancing. All that hard work 
could be erased by a single trip to 
the mainland. It is proven that con-
tinuing social distancing and slow-
ing the spread of this pandemic is 
directly saving lives.”  

Rick Hughes, Chair of the San 
Juan County Council agrees, “The 
State and our county have issued 
emergency declarations limiting 
travel and other activities to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19. We 
have done this to protect our fam-
ily, friends and our neighbors. Go-
ing off-island or coming to the is-
lands from the mainland is a risk to 
our community health at this mo-
ment in the pandemic.” 

Chair Hughes continued, “First 
off, we want to very strongly dis-
courage anyone from thinking 
about coming to the islands as an 
“escape”. Don’t willfully break the 
Governor’s order in order to come 
here. We also want to urge all is-
landers to rethink plans to go off is-
land unless it is vital and necessary. 
Please reschedule appointments 
and stay home.” 

Clearly deliveries of fuel, food, 
and other supplies will continue un-
abated. As will those traveling for 
essential reasons as outlined in the 
Governor’s order.  

San Juan County has outlined 

the following recommendations 
for islanders returning from essen-
tial mainland travel, no matter the 
length of the trip: 

•	 Follow the Governor’s order 
limiting all non-essential trav-
el

•	 Aggressive handwashing 
prior, during and following 
an allowed trip

•	 A self-imposed 14-day quar-
antine after return to ensure 
COVID-19 containment

•	 Having supplies on hand for 
quarantine in advance of 
mainland travel

“We know this is a tremendous 
inconvenience for our island com-
munities. As islanders, we are de-
pendent on many mainland servic-
es. This is a time of great sacrifice for 
the greater good of the people of 
the San Juan Islands,” said Council 
Chair Hughes.  

Dr. James added, “A trip to a 
grocery outlet, or a routine medi-
cal appointment can fully change 
our islands’ safety, health and the 
speed of our recovery. We recog-
nize that some islanders may be 
regularly commuting to the main-
land for essential reasons, and for 
them the 14-day quarantine is im-
practical, but for everyone else, we 
think it is vital to follow these recom-
mendations.”

San Juan County health of-
ficials remind everyone that if you 
feel sick and have mild symptoms, 
stay home. If you feel you have 
more serious symptoms or if you are 
at risk for severe illness, stay home 
and call your health provider. Do 
not go directly to a clinic or to 
the hospital. Follow your doctor or 
health professional’s direction. If 
you feel the situation is urgent and 
life threatening, call 911. 

For more information please 
visit our informational webpage at 
www.sjccovid.com  

This website is updated as new 
information becomes available. 
You can also visit the San Juan 
County Health and Community Ser-
vices Facebook page.

Close Encounters  
of the ADS-B Kind

Collision avoidance is something all pilots are tasked with at all times, 
but heavy reliance on technology can still result in a catastrophic mishap 
if not used properly. 

I recently experienced my most extreme near midair  collision with 
another aircraft in the traffic pattern at Skagit Regional (KBVS) while con-
ducting pattern work with a new student. Fortunately for him, the most 
exciting view was outside my starboard window on downwind when I wit-
nessed another low-wing aircraft fly underneath us within a wingspan dis-
tance. I heard the sound of the engine even through my Bose A20 noise 
cancelling headset. I have experienced many close calls before as to 
be expected the more hours you spend in the air. But this was close…
real close. It shook me to the core and while my student saw the passing 
aircraft after the fact, he was thankfully unaware of the severity of what 
had just happened.

In the interest of safety I thought it be of the utmost importance I reach 
out to the pilot. I do not make a habit of trying to be traffic cop in the pat-
tern but this event nearly ended our lives and I assessed he had no idea 
what had just happened. I reached out to the other aircraft on frequency 
and asked him if he had seen me and informed him of our near miss. He 
had not seen me at all and after telling the pilot how close we came to 
not ever going home, he was shook up as well but had the benefit of not 
witnessing the near disaster. In my most professional demeanor with legs 
still shaking, I broadcasted my phone number over the radio so that we 
could talk about what had just occurred later that day.

That evening we did just that and had a very professional discussion to 
try and figure out how that happened. We did not play the blame game 
or point fingers. We simply had one goal in mind and that was to figure 
out what happened and how to avoid it in the future. I was not angry, I 
was still scared. This is certainly not the way to meet another fellow pilot!

The most interesting thing was this aircraft flew underneath me while 
I was at pattern altitude on downwind. From my view, the aircraft was 
departing the pattern on a crosswind leg underneath me. My thought 
was the pilot simply turned crosswind too early.  After our discussion, the 
pilot was sure he did not turn early and I myself was sure of my downwind 
location with the runway clearly off my left wing. 

The pilot said he got an ADS-B alert and saw a red target conflict on 
the device but could not see me so he took action and lowered his alti-
tude. It appears that was the choice that potentially saved all our lives 
that day. We reviewed flight data and sure enough the flight tracking 
data did not record the aircraft turning crosswind early. The conflict could 
not have occurred based on the tracking data but it did…it most cer-
tainly did and it scared the hell out of both of us.  

Last year while conducting air tours over the tulip fields before the 
ADS-B mandate, I was giving abbreviated reports on my position over the 
busy tulip fields. 

“Red White Cherokee, Tulip town, 800 feet left hand traffic”  
I heard another pilot off to the west maybe a mile off my 12 O’clock 

(his 3 O’clock) come back on the radio with a bit of concern saying,
“Red White Cherokee, I am not seeing you on my ADSB!”  
Well I had not equipped my airplane yet with ADS-B out and we were 

not in class A, B or C where it is required. Had he been looking outside and 
not down at his device, he would have clearly seen me off his right wing. 
I wanted to give a free lesson right then and there but I resisted the urge. I 
simply informed the pilot again where I was and where to look and oh by 
the way…not all of us had ADS-B OUT yet.  This was a real eye opener for 
me as a pilot and as an instructor. 

I think I am still considered a young buck at the age of 43 in this pilot 
rodeo and can remember when GPS was in its infancy. Many instructors 
shunned the use of the new technology during flight training, although 
enamored themselves with the new technology.  I see this as a trend in 
seasoned pilot’s that are out there playing with a new toy and are forget-
ting the basics of see and avoid. Keep your eyes outside! There are many 
pilot’s not flying ADS-B where they are not required. Keep your eyes up 
and off the device and that is the best line of defense from a mishap in my 
opinion.  I embrace new technology, but I think there may be bad habits 
forming with the use of this technology that is supposed to make us safer. 
Keep your eyes out and your heads up!

Story by Michael Watkins, CFI/AGI

CFI CORNER
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San Juan County 
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San Juan County Leaders URGE Residents to Restrict Off-Island Travel 
and Follow Strict Health Guidelines Upon Returning 

 
As Washington State approaches the anticipated peak of COVID-19 medical surge cases, 
San Juan County urges everyone to take more aggressive precautions to protect their families 
and neighbors when coming to the islands from the mainland.  
 
“As cases multiply throughout the state, including Skagit, Island, and Whatcom Counties, 
islanders traveling back to the islands from the mainland are risking becoming a source of 
disease spread,” said San Juan County Health Officer, Dr. Frank James, MD. 
 
Dr. James continues, “island residents have done a great job self-isolating and maintaining 
social distancing. All that hard work could be erased by a single trip to the mainland. It is 
proven that continuing social distancing and slowing the spread of this pandemic is directly 
saving lives.”  
 
Rick Hughes, Chair of the San Juan County Council agrees, “The State and our county have 
issued emergency declarations limiting travel and other activities to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. We have done this to protect our family, friends and our neighbors. Going off-
island or coming to the islands from the mainland is a risk to our community health at this 
moment in the pandemic.”  
 
Chair Hughes continued, “First off, we want to very strongly discourage anyone from thinking 
about coming to the islands as an “escape”. Don’t willfully break the Governor’s order in order 
to come here. We also want to urge all islanders to rethink plans to go off island unless it is 
vital and necessary. Please reschedule appointments and stay home.” 
 
Clearly deliveries of fuel, food, and other supplies will continue unabated. As will those 
traveling for essential reasons as outlined in the Governor’s order.  
 
San Juan County has outlined the following recommendations for islanders returning 
from essential mainland travel, no matter the length of the trip: 
 

• Follow the Governor’s order limiting all non-essential travel 
• Aggressive handwashing prior, during and following an allowed trip 
• A self-imposed 14-day quarantine after return to ensure COVID-19 containment 
• Having supplies on hand for quarantine in advance of mainland travel 

 

April 2020
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GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ��������������������������������������������������$699
GDL-51 XM Receiver ��������������������������������������������������������$649
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo �������������������������������������������$1149AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS �����������������������������$1499

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������������$4295*

GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM ��������������������������$6295*

GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder�������$6995 

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B
& XM RECEIVERS

FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS

AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

GPS-175 • GNC-355 • GNX-375

STRATUS-ESG Transponder w/GPS ��������������������������$CALL
STRATUS ADS-B Receiver ����������������������������������������������$699

SKYBEACON/Certified Wing Tip���������������������������������$1849
TAILBEACON/Certified���������������������������������������������������$1999

2020 COMPLIANT ADS-B
NAV LIGHTS

ANR HEADSETS

*FREE SHIPPING

Plus Installation

FREE USB
POWER 
PORT

IN STOCK

G5/PFD (TSO) ����������������������������������������������$2289
G5/HSI �����������������������������������������������������������$3075
G5/PFD (Exp) �����������������������������������������������$1290

BOSE A20 $1095.95

LIGHTSPEED ZULU3 $850

PCA-ANR/BT $349

NEW!

Client: Pacific Coast Avionics 
Ad Title: 29 Years, Best Pricing and Service - May
Publication: Washington Pilots
Trim: 9.75 x 7.38

GTX TRANSPONDERS

ADS-B TRANSPONDER
SPECIAL PROMO PACKAGE

One Box ADS-B 
Solution

Includes GTX-335 w/GPS Antenna, 
GEA-12 Mini Encoder & USB Charger

$3195

GI-275/PFD �������������������������������������� From $3550
GI-275/HSI ���������������������������������������From $3790
GI-275/EIS ��������������������������������������� From $4595

GTX-335 w/GPS Antenna ��������������������������� From $2995
GDL-82 ADS-B Low Cost Solution! �����������������������������$1795

GI-275 EFIS

ICOM IC-A25C Sport ������������������������������������������$299
ICOM IC-A25 Com �����������������������������������������������$449
ICOM IC-A25N Com/VOR/GPS �������������������������$549
ICOM IC-A16 Com �����������������������������������������������$209

YAESU FTA-250L Com (Li-Ion Batt) �������������������� $195
YAESU FTA-450L Com ����������������������������������������$239
YAESU FTA-550A Com/VOR (AA Batt) ���������������� $195
YAESU FTA-550L Nav/Com ��������������������������������$289
YAESU FTA-750L Nav/Com ��������������������������������$375

• Built-in Bluetooth 
(IC-A25N)

• 8.33 KHz Spacing
• 2.3” Hi-Viz LCD
• Battery Status Display

DYNON D3 POCKET PANEL EF1S ����������������������$879
DYNON DRX ADS-B RECEIVER ������������������������ $349

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

29 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370
WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER
Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-May-2020.indd   1 5/26/20   7:08 PM

WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.
com 360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter 
meets the first Wednesday of each month 
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A 
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting 
starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President 
Clifton Pierschbacher.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.    
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
Chapter meets for lunch periodically with 
meetings announcements made by e-mail.  
Current CCP members are included in the 
announcements. If you are not a current 
CCP member, and would like to attend a 
lunch, contact   For further information, 
contact Dr. Andrea Williams, drbdnz@
qmail.com or call 530-945-9234 or con-
tact Colette Miller at 714.364.5669. All 
aviators welcome.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-
1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter 
meets on an “as needed” basis at the ad-
ministration building located on the Deer 
Park Airport. For more information about 

Deer Park chapter and activities please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other 
chapter activities, including group 
fly-outs, WINGS programs and other 
special events please visit http://www.
wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.
pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-2994 or 
denningrashell@gmail.com.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, except July, at 
10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For 
more information on activities, please 
call Chapter President David Divoky 
at 559-696-3247 or Vice-President Jeff 
Phillips at 206-228-0644.

METHOW VALLEY -  Chapter meetings 
are the second Wednesday of the month 
through April, then resume in September. 
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar at 
the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. Dinner 
starts at 6:00. Presentation starts at 6:30. 
Meeting starts after presentation.  Details 
are announced via emails and Facebook.  
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509) 
429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse: 
(509) 449-0185
MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chap-
ter has been formed with 20 members. 
For further information contact chapter 
President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound Chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month except July & 
August at the ARFF Conference Center at 
KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview 

Rd, Bellingham. Doors open at 6 PM, 
meeting at 7 PM. For more information 
contact Chapter President Royce Civico 
at 206-427-2338 ; zecyor@gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at 
6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further 
information contact Chapter President 
Lee Orr at 509-486-4502 or V.President 
Bob Ulrich at 509-429-2119. Chapter 
Treasurer is Lola Orr and Secretary is 
Ryan Christoph. 
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA 
or send e-mail to paine-president@
wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
425-891-8304.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade 
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas 
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun 
activities and how we can work together 
for a thriving pilot community. For further 
information contact chapter President 
Bill Johnson at 206-495-1396. 
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 

360-281-0196 or e-mail at a320grm@
aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at 
6 PM. Meeting program information can 
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more 
information contact chapter President 
Jon Weber, 509-280-2484, jweber@
parkwateraviation.com.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For informa-
tion contact Chapter President Jim 
Hightower, hightower46325@yahoo.
com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.
com, 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tues-
day of each month at 6 PM. Location is 
announced via an E-mail list. Contact 
Chapter President Klaus Marx to add 
your name to the list or for other chapter 
information. 907-723-4379 or klaus-
marx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of 
every month at 6:30 PM at Reno’s on the 
Runway. All are welcome. On most Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 till about 10:30, WPA 
and EAA pilots often gather for coffee and 
donuts at Yakima Airport Airpark on the 
south side of McAllister field, KYKM.  For 
chapter information, Contact Chapter 
President Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597 
or gcklingele@nwi.net. 

Most Chapters keep updated information 
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on 

the “Chapters” tab for more information.

Ph: 509 991.6133
bill.flo.moore@gmail.com
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SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG    POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!
Have an event coming up? Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

WEBSITE MANAGER NEEDED
The WPA is looking for a volunteer that can manage our website.  

While not a board position, the website manager works closely with the 
officers and directors on the board and has a huge influence on our public 

image and reach.  If you are interested or would like to learn more 
contact Les Flue or Marian Jenson 509.230.0315.

Aviation Real Estate
580+ Airparks 

One Singular Community

HangarMap.com
Erik McCormick - Publisher

Creative Marketing Agency 480.888.6380

www.WPAFlys.org       2020 F4F JUNE EDITION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join WPA SW Chapter for Bring Your Own Picnic Fly-Outs … One each month for Summer 2020  
Promoting Comradery and GA while observing required/recommended COVID-19 Safe Practices. 

May 23: Packwood 55S  (2356’ PF-CC-TC-RV-R-RR-S)  Plan to arrive at the destination at 11:00 PDT.  
Please BYO Food + Beverages + Chairs/Tables + Other Items Needed. Follow Pack-It-In…Pack-It-Out Rules. 
Please RSVP with Adam: mrabrice@gmail.com 
 
June 6: Fun-in-the-Grass John Adamson Memorial Breakfast & Fly-In @ Carey, ID U65  (2650 GF) 7:00 – 
11:00 $5 breakfast ‘til the last pilot is fed. Awards for Spot Landing Contest + Oldest Pilot + Farthest Flown + 
Homebuilts Awards + a Rifle Raffle!  Mike Kelsey: 208-481-0999   mountainmeadowsaviation@gmail.com 
 
June 13: Auburn Airport Tenants Day Pancake Breakfast & BBQ @ Auburn S50 (3400’ PF-F-RR)  
DETAILS TBD  Logan Shepard: 206-242-4170  NormandyAircraft@gmail.com  
    
June 27: Wings & Wheels @ Cottage Grove Airport Oregon 61S (3188’ PF-F-PP) 9:00 - 4:00  $5 fee <13 
Free Vintage Aircraft/Autos/Motorcycles/Bikes + Food/Ice Cream  A Century of Aviation in Oregon. Fund-raising 
activities pay for the restoration of the aircraft being used in the travelling museum honoring the past 100 Years 
of the Oregon Department of Aviation (the first in the USA).  This event is scheduled to occur during Phase 2 of 
the governor's reopening guidelines, which will be followed. If Phase 1 is extended, the event will be cancelled by 
June 15.   Sponsor: Oregon Aviation Historical Museum @ Hangar on West End of Airport.  541-543-1068     
OregonAviation.org@gmail.com   www.oregonaviation.org/events/5th-annual-wings-wheels  
 
June 27-28: WPA SW Chapter Hosts Fly-Out/Campout @ Nehalem Bay State Airport & Park, OR 3S7 (2350’ 
PF-TC-PP-FP) (RV-RR-S @ Park) By Ocean + Big Campsites @ Field ($11) + Main Dish Provided Potluck 
Dinner + Walk Beaches & to Towns + Go Fly a Kite ~Following COVID-19 Guidelines~ RSVP Gary Miranda: 
A320GRM@aol.com   www.oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=parkPage.dsp_parkPage&parkId=142 
 
July 18:  Join WPA SW Chapter for Bring Your Own Picnic Fly-Out @ Prosser S40  (3452’ PF-F-FBO) 
Observe Recommended COVID-19 Safe Practices.  Arrive at 11:00 PDT. BYO Food + Beverages + Chairs + 
Tables + Any Other Items.  Follow Pack-It-In…Pack-It-Out Rules.  Please RSVP Adam: mrabrice@gmail.com 

(1) 

Projects Selected for Funding
The Community Aviation Revitalization Board (CARB) convened on 

April 2 to review the second round of Community Aviation Revitalization 
Loan requests from eligible, general public-use airports in Washington 
State.  

The new revolving aviation loan program was created to support  
revenue-generating projects that help airports with less than 75,000 com-
mercial passenger enplanements become more self-sustainable.  

CARB received a total of eight applications totaling over $4.4 million 
in loan requests. Submitted applications included a wide array of proj-
ects from airport building structures to runway reconstruction. The loan 
awards were limited to a maximum $750,000 that can be repaid within a 
20-year loan period at a low 2% interest rate. 

By WSDOT Aviation Division/April 2020

Rendering of the Port of Bremerton Multipurpose Facility

Applications were reviewed and scored by WSDOT staff to create a 
ranked list that was provided to CARB for discussion. After reviewing the 
application and scoring, CARB evaluated each application for pro-gram 
eligibility and how well the project satisfied the intent of the pro-gram. 
After careful consideration, the Board selected the following pro-jects for 
funding:  

• 	 Port of Bremerton, Bremerton National Airport –  
	 	 Multipurpose Facility $750,000; 

• 	 Port of Port Angeles, William R. Fairchild Airport –  
	 	 Utility Extension and Hangar Site Development $425,000; 

• 	 Spokane Airport Board, Felts Field –  
	 	 Hangar Development $750,000; 

• 	 City of Davenport, Davenport Municipal Airport –  
	 	 Runway Recon-struction $200,000; 

• 	 Sequim Valley Airport, Inc., Sequim Valley Airport –  
	 	 Access Road and Fueling Area Re-paving $70,000; 

• 	 Pierce County, Thun Field –  
	 	 Hangar Door Replacements & Electri-cal Upgrades $750,000; 

• 	 City of Renton, Renton

Congratulations to all the selected airports!

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, but you now 
have another option.  When you renew your membership you have the option to check the Digital 

only box.  Then, you will not receive the printed copy, but you will receive the digital version. 
To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available and give you 

a link.  Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is an effort to save our 
Association money.  The WINGS publication is our largest expense. 

If you missed the chance to check the box and want to go digital only you can contact John Dobson, 
who can correct it for you.  Jdobson.mo@membersonlyinc.com 

WINGS GOES DIGITAL

AIRPORT RESTURANTS OFFERING TAKE OUT

2020 Fly - For - Fun Ticket
Keeping Airports Open & Piolts Flying Since 1960 - Fly-To-Help & Fly-For-Fun

Field Length 
• PF = Paved Field 
• GF = Grass Field 
• F = Fuel 
• CC/B = Courtesy Car/Bike 
• RC = Rental Car
• TC = Tent Camp 

• RV = RV Park 
• R = Restaurant 
• PP = Porta Potty 
• RR = Restroom 
• S = Shower 
• FP = Fire Pit 

~ DURING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS ALL 
AMENITIES MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE  ~

Many flying events have been 
cancelled…more may be due to 

COVID-19. Verify event is on B4 U Depart.

JUNE 13: Auburn Airport Tenants Day Pancake Breakfast & BBQ @ Au-
burn S50 (3400’ PF-F-RR)  DETAILS TBD  Logan Shepard: 206-242-4170  Norman-
dyAircraft@gmail.com 
   
JUNE 27: Wings & Wheels @ Cottage Grove Airport Oregon 61S (3188’ 
PF-F-PP) 9:00 - 4:00  $5 fee <13 Free Vintage Aircraft/Autos/Motorcycles/Bikes + 
Food/Ice Cream  A Century of Aviation in Oregon. Fund-raising activities pay 
for the restoration of the aircraft being used in the travelling museum honoring 
the past 100 Years of the Oregon Department of Aviation (the first in the USA).  
This event is scheduled to occur during Phase 2 of the governor’s reopening 
guidelines, which will be followed.  If Phase 1 is extended, the event will be 
cancelled by June 15.   Sponsor: Oregon Aviation Historical Museum @ Han-
gar on West End of Airport.  541-543-1068     OregonAviation.org@gmail.com   
www.oregonaviation.org/events/5th-annual-wings-wheels 

JUNE 27-28: WPA SW Chapter Hosts Fly-Out/Campout @ Nehalem 
Bay State Airport & Park, OR 3S7 (2350’ PF-TC-PP-FP) (RV-RR-S @ Park) By 
Ocean + Big Campsites @ Field ($11) + Main Dish Provided Potluck Dinner + 
Walk Beaches & to Towns + Go Fly a Kite ~Following COVID-19 Guidelines~ 
RSVP Gary Miranda: A320GRM@aol.com   www.oregonstateparks.org/index.
cfm?do=parkPage.dsp_parkPage&parkId=142

JULY 18:  Join WPA SW Chapter for Bring Your Own Picnic Fly-Out @ 
Prosser S40  (3452’ PF-F-FBO) Observe Recommended COVID-19 Safe Prac-
tices.  Arrive at 11:00 PDT. BYO Food + Beverages + Chairs + Tables + Any Other 
Items.  Follow Pack-It-In…Pack-It-Out Rules.  Please RSVP Adam: mrabrice@
gmail.com

JULY 25: Packwood/Mt Rainier Mountain Fly-In @ 55S (2356’ PF-CC-TC-
RV-R-RR-S) Breakfast Sandwiches + Walking Tours + Fireside Events + Live Music 
+ Burger BBQ + 29th Annual Packwood Rod Run Business Areas, Community 
Center, Visitor Center  Steve Levold: 360-580-8801     

AUGUST 1: Jim Wright Memorial Stearman Fly-In @ Cottage Grove Air-
port Oregon 61S (3188’ PF-F-TC-PP) Sat: Breakfast 8-11 + BBQ Lunch 12-2 + 
Bi-Plane Rides + Stearman from entire West Coast  541-543-1068   www.orego-
naviation.org/events/40th-annual-jim-wright-memorial-stearman-fly-in    

AUGUST 1-2: Sullivan Lake Splash-In 09S (1765’ GF-TC-RV-PP-Dock) Fly-Out 
/ Camp-Out / Help-Out RAF & WSDOT Spruce Up the Field…then Relax / Hike 
/ Swim / Fish.  All are Invited! Dave Whitelaw: 509-631-0623  dwhitelaw@theraf.
org   www.theraf.org/civicrm/event/info?id=174   

AUGUST 7-9: WPA 5th Annual Walla Walla Fly-Over @ Walla Walla ALW 
(6,526 PF-F-R-CC-RC) Fly-Over to Walla Walla for Wine Tasting + Vineyard Tours 
+ Aerial Tour of Famous AVAs + Great Dinners + Great Company. Private pilots 
may join in.  Most are departing from Paine Field (PAE) or Spokane (SFF) Friday 
or Saturday. Details Contact: Mark Pembrooke 206-719-6615  w3tours@gmail.
com www.WineWithWings.net 


