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Stick with me on this one…
and tell me what you think.

Outgoing Governor Inslee has 
warned that the state faces a 
$10 to $12 Billion budget 
deficit for the next 4 years, 
citing less than expected tax 
revenues.   Wow!

I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 24 , 
the Climate Commitment 
Act auction raised ($2B) 
$2,000,000,000 by selling 
off emission allowances”, 

which “polluters” had been required to purchase.

These become passed-on, added costs for electrical 
power plants, cement producers, fossil fuel extraction 
and processing, logistics, transportation, waste 
management and others who have been identified as 
“polluters”. 

Customers, of course, pay the added costs.

Purchased “emission allowances” are the Coin of 
the Realm, creating a huge windfalls which have 
been earmarked for transit, pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure, ferry electrification, etc., but not 
transportation.

A November 8 memo from OFM Director Pat Sullivan 
directed “…agencies to propose operating and 

transportation budget reductions…” (Specifically 
including hiring freezes..)

DSHS and WSDOT have responded eagerly and 
proactively thereto by imposing hiring freezes. 
(They know how to read an org. chart and IMHO, 
fear the Governor; the 3 branches are all blue…)

Washington airport funding is ranked last in the 
NW mountain region, by a long shot.  This is bad 
news for replacement of aging pavement and 
other state infrastructure needs.

I fear that AD (Aviation Division) will be directed 
to do a Governor-pleasing hiring freeze which 
would mean that the Airports Supervisor might not 
be replaced when he retires. (At the Ranger Creek 
(21W) work party in May of 2023, the Airports 
Supervisor told me he was hanging on to retire...)

His (it’s not been a her so far..) has been an 
essential job role in the past. It’s worth preserving!

For example: Airport Supervisor Mac McIver was 
key to the success in establishing a brand new 
state airport (Rogersberg, D69) around 1997 
by collaborating with WPA, IAA and WASAR to 
convert our Land Use Permit into a Right of Way 
permit with the BLM. (The BLM preferred working 
with another government agency and we got a 
deal at $1.00/year.)

Please tell me what you think.

To all,

I had great hopes that we would see progress beginning in 2024 regarding 
compliance with the FAA/State of Washington “Action Plan.” This is the Federal 
requirement that revenues (taxes and fees) from aviation assets must be spent 
on airports of origin or on aviation programs (Federal Register, vol. 79, no. 216, 
November 7, 2014). 

A brief outline . . . The Washington Action Plan as signed in 2021 committed the 
state to calculate how much revenue from aviation fuels had been collected via 
Hazardous Substance Tax (HST) and Petroleum Products Tax (PPT) as far back as 
2017. In January 2024 the Department of Revenue (DOR) released a preliminary 
report for only the 3rd quarter of 2023. That amount was $14,645,781 (annualized 
= $58 million).  

Part two of the agreement was to “educate local jurisdictions on the FAA Policy’s 
aviation fuel tax revenue use requirements.” In 2015 that amount was estimated by 
DOR to be $5,748,810. To date, no action has been taken. 

The Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority has agreed to coordinate a legal strategy 
with other interested parties. The Washington Pilots Association and several airports 
have joined in. The Washington State Aviation Alliance has a policy that requires 
unanimous agreement among the voting members in order to join in. As we do not 
have such unanimity, we are proceeding with our tactful art of persuasion. (I hope 
I said that correctly?)

In the meantime, I have received several documents via the public records request 
process. Back in 2021 I asked the FAA Regional Compliance Manager to elaborate 
on the revenue policy; What might the state legitimately spend aviation revenues on? 
Mr. Peter Doyle sent me the attached response. Contrast that with the following: The 
State of Washington determined that it has already contributed to the aviation system 
via offsets. They are representing (See Washington Aviation Appropriations 2019-

2023) that the state has already paid. Section 1079 (Military Dept.) suggests that 
the “Future Biennia (Projected Costs) of $76,700,000 should count. I am unaware 
of any request for approval by the FAA for any of these expenditures.

Knowing the annual budget for the WSDOT Aviation Division (was $1.4 million . 
. . now $2.5 million? but in need of $12-18 million annually), the lack of effort or 
interest in aviation by our state’s leadership is appalling. 

Hopefully, we will be able to move the needle in the next couple of months. I have 
been working on funding our airports for the past 30 years. I am sorry to report that 
not much has changed. Maybe this time . . . ? If you have any thoughts or questions, 
please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

John F Dobson

President, Washington State Aviation Alliance

airport affairs...

TOM JENSEN
Airport Affairs
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BY JEN CRIDLEBAUGH
Communications Director

If you have ever purchased an airplane 
or know someone who has, you likely 
know what a pre-purchase (pre-buy) 
inspection is. However, if you do not, a 
pre-purchase inspection is the process of 
having a certified mechanic inspect an 
aircraft you are interested in buying prior 
to committing to the purchase. A pre-
purchase inspection has a few important 
benefits for prospective buyers. The 
most important is that after having a 
qualified mechanic inspect the aircraft, 
you should now have a clear picture 
of the aircraft’s condition. Additionally, 
if there are any repairs that would be 
required or paperwork corrections, 
you would be aware of this ahead of 
purchasing the plane. Hopefully, a good 
mechanic would be able to provide you 
with a rough estimate on how much the 
repairs would cost so you have an idea 
of additional investment that would need 
to be made if there are any pressing 
discrepancies. 

I have a story to share an example of 
what could happen if a pre-purchase 
inspection is not taken seriously. These 
true stories that took place in Hawaii, 
which I was involved with from a 
maintenance perspective after the 
purchases were complete. My intention 
in sharing this story, is to hopefully, pass 
along some knowledge to anyone who 
may be interested in purchasing an 
airplane in the future regardless of if it is 

a first-time purchase or not. I believe that 
hearing about people’s experiences can 
potentially save others from situations 
that can become rather unexpected 
and costly while also making people 
aware that not everyone has your safety 
in mind. 

There is a B-55 Baron in Hawaii that 
was purchased by a guy who wanted 
it as an investment. His idea was to start 
doing charters with the plane, but his 
partner ended up crashing the aircraft 
at an isolated airport on Maui where 
the plane sat in the dirt deteriorating 
for seven years. The guy who crashed 
the plane wanted nothing to do with it 
leaving it all for his partner to handle. 
This man became desperate to get the 
plane fixed so it could be sold since 
the payments were driving him into 
bankruptcy. The plane was haphazardly 
thrown back together and flown back to 
Oahu on a ferry flight. Approximately six 
to eight months later, this guy talked the 
plane up to one of his co-workers who 
was interested in purchasing a plane to 
fly around the islands for fun. From this 
point, the guy selling the plane got his 
co-worker and the mechanic who had 
been maintaining the plane for years to 
get together for a brief pass at a pre-
purchase inspection. Essentially, the 
mechanic showed up, verbally told the 
prospective buyer that the plane was in 
good shape and left. After the mechanic 
left, they took the plane up for a test flight, 
which resulted in a sale. 

The first flight after the aircraft was 
purchased, the new owner took the 
previous owner up with him so he could 
familiarize himself with the plane. They 
agreed to fly to Kauai and back to 
Oahu. On the return flight, about 15 
miles away from their destination airport 
over the ocean, they noticed oil on the 
right-hand engine cowling. With quick 
thinking, the new owner feathered the 
prop and prepared for an emergency 
landing hoping they would at least make 
it to Oahu. Fortunately, they made a safe 
landing at their destination airport and 
limped the plane off the taxiway. 

The new owner called my husband 
who is an A&P/IA and was the newly 
designated mechanic for the aircraft. 
He had previously flown over to Maui to 
assist with fixing the retractable landing 
gear but had not touched the plane 
aside from that one repair. When we 
arrived at the airport and removed the 
cowling from the right-hand engine, one 
of the rods had been thrown through the 
engine case leaving a huge hole in the 
engine, which was relatively new. The 
engine had an oil filter adapter installed 
by the previous mechanic, which had 
an AD issued on it the day after this 
incident. According to the installation 
instructions, the oil filter adapter was 

improperly installed without considering 
the directions called for by the AD. The 
engine was inspected using a borescope 
and it looked as though the problem was 
due to oil starvation evidenced by the 
marks left inside the cylinders. 

The aircraft was down for a year before 
it was signed off to be in airworthy 
condition. The owner had to send his 
engine off to the overhaul company in 
New York and wait months for his new 
propeller to arrive from France. He also 
opted for owner assisted maintenance 
because he wanted to learn more about 
his plane in the process. Additionally, 
an annual inspection was completed, 
which led to the new owner discovering 
squawks that he was unaware of 
when he purchased the aircraft. These 
squawks were discrepancies that were 
not remedied by the previous mechanic 
who had also performed an annual 
inspection on the plane just a few months 
before the engine failed in flight. 

In the end, the new owner had a lot 
of unexpected surprises and expense 
he was not prepared for immediately 
following the purchase of the airplane. 
In his situation, it is uncertain if thorough 

B R E A K F A S T

See some amazing airplanes, talk with pilots and meet your neighbors!

Visit one of the local 
restaurants for lunch

Served in the big hangar by the Sagebrush Senior Center – follow the signs.

610 Main St SW
Deset Aire, WA 99349

509-932-4412

1 0 1  F r o n t i e r  W a y  W ,  D e s e r t  A i r e ,  W A  9 9 3 4 9

Suggested donation of $7 is requested.
All profits used exclusively for 
maintenance of airport facilities.

Importance of a 
Pre-Purchase Inspection

COURTESY JEN CRIDLEBAUGH 
Overheated Battery Cable

COURTESY JEN CRIDLEBAUGH
Detached Brake Disc

inspection
continued on page 6
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TIMOTHY NICHOLS
Director-at-Large

How to Prevent Screwing up Your Insurance Coverage
Following is the author’s summary from a presentation by 
William Gibbs, Aviation Attorney to the Washington Pilots 
Association Paine Field Chapter, November 1, 2024.

Renter pilots beware: In most cases you do not have 
insurance coverage when renting airplanes.

• If the FBO provides insurance, read the declarations 
on the policy carefully.

• Protect yourself with insurance for renter pilots. 
AVEMCO offers such a policy.

Some of the biggest mistakes pilots make:

• Misrepresenting their pilot history and certificates on 
insurance applications. 

• When  your  i n su rance  company  f i nds  a 
misrepresentation, they can legally use that as a reason to deny coverage.  
When an accident claim is filed, they will scrutinize what you represented in 
your application.

• Being out of compliance (FAR’s and Insurance requirements) when an accident 
occurs.

Examples where insurance coverage was denied after an accident.

1. The owner pilot’s flight review was past due, they flew with an instructor who 
did not meet the open pilot warranty on their insurance. Thus, neither pilot 
met the insurance requirement.

2. The aircraft was past its annual inspection date. The aircraft was being flown 
to another airport for the inspection without insurance approval.  

3. The owner loaned the aircraft to a pilot friend. The friend pilot met the open 
pilot warranty, but their flight review date was past due. 

What could the owner/pilot have done to prevent such loss of coverage?

1. Be current with all insurance requirements before flying.
2. Get a ferry permit and confirm before flying the insurance will cover the 

ferry flight.
3. Be sure you know your pilot friend’s qualifications and that the pilot is current 

with all insurance requirements.

Recommendations: Know what your policy covers and what it does not cover.

The Declarations page states what coverage you bought.

• Note carefully who is covered (named pilot and other pilots) and any special 
conditions.

• Policies usually state specific requirements for pilot certificates, medical 

certificate, flight review and the aircraft operating in compliance with FAR's.
If you do not meet those special conditions, you will not have coverage.

The Boilerplate is their standard Legal terms that apply to all their policies.

The Endorsements state what damage they will not cover.

These Endorsements include exceptions to the standard terms in their boilerplate. 
• Endorsements are how they modify their contract rather than rewrite the 

boilerplate.

Named insured and open pilot warranty coverage.

• The named insured pilot must meet what they represented in their application 
and the requirements stated in the declarations.

• The pilot flying under the open pilot warranty must meet the requirements 
stated in the declarations and should have the owners written permission to 
fly the airplane.

• If you let another pilot use your airplane and they do not meet the open pilot 
warranty you have no coverage. 

• Be careful if authorizing a maintenance facility to test fly your airplane.
• If the FAR's stated in the policy are not met, you do not have coverage. For 

example, flying an airplane that has is past due date for its annual inspection 
without insurance company approval. 

Record Keeping Recommendations

In case of accident, you may not be able to access your information, and will need 
others to get it. Paper is more permanent than digital copies. If things are in digital 
format, others need to have authorized access, which is complicated in many cases.

• Create a pilot folder and keep it up to date.
• The folder should include your pilot information such as copy of pilot and 

medical certificate, pilot logbook copies showing flight review and flight 
currency.

• nsurance policy 
• The aircraft logs should be in a separate folder.
• At least two people who do not fly with you should know where you keep 

these folders.

The good news

• Pilots do make mistakes. Accidents and incidents do happen and are covered 
by insurance. 

• Ongoing training and proficiency help the pilot's case with the FAA and 
insurance renewal.

GEORGE FUTAS
CFII, WPA Paine Field 
Chapter Safety & 
Education Forum

ENHANCE YOUR AVIATION EXPERIENCE: SHARE AND 
DISCOVER EVENTS WITH THE WPA ONLINE CALENDAR

The Washington Pilots Association (WPA) is committed to 
fostering a vibrant aviation community across our state. A 
key resource in this endeavor is our online event calendar, 
designed to keep you informed about upcoming aviation 
activities and to provide a platform for you to share events 
with fellow pilots.

Why Use the WPA Event Calendar?

Our calendar serves as a centralized hub for all aviation-
related events, including seminars, fly-ins, pancake 
breakfasts, Young Eagles flights, Flying Start programs, 
build sessions, chapter meetings, and IMC club gatherings. 
By contributing to and utilizing this calendar, you can:

• Stay Informed: Keep track of events happening statewide, ensuring you never 
miss an opportunity to engage with the aviation community.

• Promote Engagement:  Share your events to encourage participation and 
collaboration among pilots and aviation enthusiasts.

• Strengthen Community: Foster connections by bringing together individuals 
with shared interests and passions.

How to Add Your Event to the Calendar

Sharing your event is straightforward and helps enrich our collective experience. 
Follow these steps to add your event:

1. Visit the WPA Events Page: Navigate to https://www.wpaflys.org/events.
2. Click "Add Your Event": At the top of the calendar, you'll find the "Add Your 

Event" button. Click on it to open the TeamUp calendar interface.
3. Enter Event Details: In the calendar interface, click on the green "Add Event" 

button (note: on mobile devices, this button is small and located in the upper 
right corner). Provide comprehensive details about your event, including:
• Event Name: A clear and concise title.
• Date and Time: Specify the start and end times.
• Location: Include the venue name and address.
• Description: Offer a brief overview of the event's purpose and activities.
• Contact Information:  Provide details for attendees to reach out with 

questions.

5. Upload Supporting Materials: If available, attach any relevant posters, photos, 

or documents to enhance your event listing.
6. Submit for Approval: After entering all necessary information, submit your 

event. Our team will review and approve it, after which it will appear on the 
calendar.

Syncing the WPA Calendar with Your Personal Google Calendar

To ensure you never miss an event, you can integrate the WPA calendar into your 
personal Google Calendar. Here's how:

1. Access the WPA Calendar: Go to https://www.wpaflys.org/events.
2. Obtain the Calendar URL:

• Click on the "Add Your Event" button to open the TeamUp calendar 
interface.

• In the TeamUp calendar, click on the blue menu button in the top right 
corner.

• Select "Preferences" and then "iCalendar Feeds."
• Copy the iCalendar feed URL provided for all sub-calendars.

3. Add to Google Calendar:
• Open your Google Calendar.
• On the left sidebar, find "Other calendars" and click the "+" icon next to it.
• Select "From URL."
• Paste the iCalendar feed URL you copied earlier into the field provided.
• Click "Add calendar."
• The WPA events will now appear in your Google Calendar.

Please note that Google Calendar typically updates subscribed calendars once per 
day. Therefore, any changes made to the WPA calendar may take up to 24 hours 
to reflect in your personal calendar.

By actively participating in the WPA event calendar and integrating it with your 
personal schedule, you contribute to a dynamic and interconnected aviation 
community. We encourage all members to regularly check the calendar for new 
events and to share their own, ensuring that we all benefit from the wealth of 
opportunities available.

For any questions or assistance with the event submission process or calendar 
integration, please contact us at wa.pilots.association@gmail.com.

Let's continue to soar together, sharing our passion for aviation and supporting one 
another through active engagement and communication.



10394 N Aero Drive

Hayden, ID 83835

Pappy Boyington Field (COE)

We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport.

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International, 

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments.

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers!

Come see us!

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com.

Monday through Friday 8-5.
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