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There are a number of aviation museums in 
Washington.  They come in all sizes and they 
all, of course, feature airplanes, new and old, 
fast and slow, powered and glider, and often 
historic.  At first glance one would think that the 
Port Townsend Aero Museum (PTAM), located 
at 0S9, is another collection of classic and 
antique aircraft.  That first glance would be 
severely short sighted.  

What makes the PTAM unique is the KIDS.  
The museum’s primary goal isn’t to preserve 
or maintain aircraft, it’s to teach teenage 
volunteers what it takes to become a responsible 
young adult, teach accomplishment, provide 
educational experiences, and present career 
opportunities they simply would not find 
anywhere else at this age.

The program was founded by Jerry and Peggy 
Thuotte in 2001.  The basic deal was that in return 
for volunteering one day a week the teens could, 
if they chose, learn to fly in some of the very same 
airplanes they helped to restore and maintain. 
Volunteer duties include everything from 
sweeping the floors and cleaning up the shop to 
greeting visitors at the front desk, shrinking fabric 
on a wing, bucking rivets, or cleaning spark plugs, 
in short any of the many jobs required to make a 
maintenance shop and museum function.  

The program has been an unqualified success. 
Well over 450 teenagers have participate 
as volunteers and have gone on to careers 
as civilian and military pilots, rocket scientist 
(yes really!), engineers and even attorneys. 
Physical facilities have improved from a group 
of T-hangars to a beautiful museum building, 

restoration and maintenance shop, and paint 
shop.  It is impossible not to meet these kids and 
not come away with a positive feeling about 
the future.  

What about the AIRPLANES? Something for 
every taste from the Classic and Antique era.  

Fast:  1933 Gee Bee Model E racer replica.  
Executive:  1937 Beech C17B Staggerwing, one 
of the prettiest aircraft ever built.  Small:  1953 
Mooney M18 “Mite”.  Military:  1944 Fairchild PT 
19. British:  1938 DH82 de Havilland Tiger Moth. 

You get the idea.  These are only a sampling of 
the twenty-six aircraft displayed on the floor or 
hanging from the ceiling.  Most are airworthy 
and occasionally flown.  All have descriptive text 
posted nearby.  

To cap off a museum visit, walk down the 
ramp to the Spruce Goose Café.  Their breakfast 
and lunch menu are excellent but even better 
is they make all of their wonderful pies in house 
and milkshakes the old-fashioned way, with 
real ice cream.  
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Joe Griffith’s Nanchang CJ6, Karyn King’s plane of choice recently. King Joe Griffith’s Nanchang CJ6, Karyn King’s plane of choice recently. King 

is learning to fly figure 8’s in this fully acrobatic Chinese trainer. Picture is learning to fly figure 8’s in this fully acrobatic Chinese trainer. Picture 
shot at superstition mountain, flown from Seattle to Arizona and backshot at superstition mountain, flown from Seattle to Arizona and back.  .  

The Port Townsend Aero Museum

Museum Wed - Sun 9 AM - 4 PM:  
ptaeromuseum.com

Spruce Goose Wed - Sun 8 AM - 4 PM
sprucegoosecafe.com

Jefferson County Airport 0S9  
airnav.com/airport/0S9

	 Always open and self-service fuel



Page 2 WPA Wings 

WPA-YASF Scholorship Guidelines 

WPA SW Chapter News
SW WPA Chapter Activity Jeff Jarvis SW - Chapter Vice President

Weather, weather, 
whether (to go fly)? For 
the WPA SW Chapter, 
in Q2, Flyouts and other 
outdoor activities were 
all rescheduled due to 
weather. One example, 
our “Taco Tuesday” event 
at Mulino (4S9) has been 
rescheduled 3 times 
since March, and now 
competes with a summer 
schedule packed full of 
other activities. We will 
try to squeeze that one 
in before we head in to 
Winter.

Q3 weather has been 
more accommodating. 
Despite a few challenges, 
we had a successful 
flyout to Chehalis (KCLS) 
on July 23rd. For our 
part, Gary and I made 
the trip together. We 
had planned to arrive 
at KCLS at 11 AM, but 
a maintenance issue 
with our primary Aircraft 
caused a change in 
plans…and aircraft. As 
they told me in the USMC, 
“no plan survives first 
contact” (i.e. be flexible, 
adapt, overcome). We 
ended up arriving at KCLS 
around 12 PM. We flew in 
and parked at the KCLS 

transient parking area. 
There was plenty of room 
though we did need to 
bring our own tie down 
straps. The Riverside Golf 
Course is walking distance 
from the Airport and has 
a nice restaurant (Bistro & 
Bar - Riverside Golf Club 
(playr iversidegolf.com) 
open from 11 AM to 9 
PM. We had lunch with 
the Chehalis crew and 

departed for home at 
1:30 PM.

Special thanks to David 
Vanderwater and his wife 
Susan Vandewater for 
helping coordinate the 
event.

In our last Chapter 
update, we noted 
our Second Annual 
Precision Performance 
Competition will be 

Aug. 13 at 1000-1200, 
at the Camas Grove 
Airport (1W1). Due to 
parking constraints and 
logistics, we are limiting 
the competition to 20 
aircraft. For additional 
information, questions, or 
to lock in your place in 
the competition, please 
contact Gary a320grm@
aol.com , or Jeff at 
72jjarvis@gmail.com .

Photo by Kenneth Davies, WPA President

Photo by Kenneth Davies, WPA President
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Time sure 
does fly, seems 
like I said that 
last time. The 
l e g i s l a t u r e 
keeps me busy 
and along with 
the ranch work 
I do lose track 
of time. 

My first 
cutting of hay 

this year was rained on four 
times, so it was an exercise in 
patience and acceptance. But 
the good news is I have 200 tons 
of organically washed hay!!

The past few columns I have 
outlined most of my plans 
for the next session around 
aviation, and probably won’t 
change anything until after 
November. I am always open 
to new ideas and suggestions 
for legislation. 

The Commercial Aviation 

Coordinating Commission 
(CACC) is approaching the 
end of the time we allotted for 
the commission to do its work. 
(Looking where to expand 
passenger service or build 
a new SEATAC type airport) 
I’m thinking we may need to 
extend the time, although 
the commission has done an 
outstanding job we still have a 
ways to go. COVID has slowed 
the process for sure, but it 
has turned out to be more of 
a challenge that originally 
expected. The September 
meeting will be very interesting. 

The Aviation/Aerospace 
Advisory Committee (AAAC) 
has met since my last column. 
On track serving aviation and 
aerospace. I am still excited 
about this committee. I see 
big dividends for the industry 
and the state as a result of this 
committee. 

We have been having great 

flying weather lately, and I have 
been working on keeping my 
promise to myself to fly more. 
I have been getting the 185 in 
the air at least once a week. I 
had hoped to fly to Colorado 
this month, but circumstances 
forced me to make a change 
in plans. O well, life is like that!

One of my pet peeves is 
safety. I can’t run a bill to 
create safety, I would if I could! 
Safety in aviation is a mindset, 
something that must become 
part of what we do, and who 
we are. People listen to what 
we say and what we do, always 
be aware of your surroundings 
and of your actions. I promise 
you someone will be watching 
whether you know it or not. 
Let’s put forth professional 
conduct and attitude, it will 
pay dividends, not only in our 
pilot skills but it will improve our 
image as aviators. 

To fly is a great freedom 
and after years in the air it is 
easy to become complacent.  
We are blessed with great 
aircraft and excellent engines; 
equipment failure is very rare. 
With that in mind it is important 
to stay current and continue 
to polish our pilot skills. There 
is no substitute for currency 
and practice. Even when we 
do everything right something 
can go wrong whether it be 
equipment issues, weather, 
or anyone of a thousand 
things that could happen. 
This is when good training 
and practice becomes so 
important. No matter what the 
situation is, and many times 
what happens is beyond our 
control, training and practice 
can pay off and often is the 
difference between a disaster 
or a good story!!

We lost a good man over the 
4th of July. An experienced 
agriculture spray pilot 
encountered conditions 
beyond his control and 
the result was a disastrous 
accident. Regardless the 

cause, equipment issues, pilot 
error or situations beyond the 
pilot’s control, we will probably 
never know. But none the less, 
it was a tragedy. This is not the 
first friend I have lost in aviation, 
but I hope it is the last!

Fatal accidents leave loved 
ones behind, lets keep our 
loved ones in mind as we 
make critical decisions in the 
air. They do want us back safe 
and sound!!

Aviation is inherently 
dangerous, but the risks can 
be mitigated through training. 
General aviation has an 
overall great safety record, this 
is because of good training 
and practice. Let’s work to 
improve it, we will all benefit!!

If you have comments or 
ideas for aviation-related 
legislation, or if you would 
like me to come to a chapter 
meeting, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with 
me. You may email me at tom.
dent@leg.wa.gov or contact 
me through my Olympia 
office at 360-786-7932, or my 
district office at 509-941-2346. 
You may sign up for my email 
updates by visiting my website 
at representativetomdent.com .

Stay safe my friends and 
until next time, BlueSky’s and 
Tailwinds!! 

Tom Dent is a lifelong 
resident of Washington and 
has been a professional pilot 
since 1976 accumulating more 
than 20,000-logged hours. 
He currently holds an Airline 
Transport Pilot Certificate multi-
engine land with commercial 
privileges single engine land. 
Tom is also a Certificated Flight 
Instructor for both single and 
multi-engine airplane and 
instrument airplane and a 
certificated ground instructor. 
He lives on his ranch with his 
family, the Flying T, seven miles 
northeast of Moses Lake. Tom 
represents the 13th District and 
is currently serving his fourth 
term in the state House of 
Representatives. 
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We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport. 

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International,  

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments. 

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers! 

Come see us! 

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com. 

Monday through Friday 8-5. 
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10394 N. Aero Drive, Hayden, Idaho 83835
Pappy Boyington Field (COE)

COME SEE US!
Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or 

barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com.
Monday through Friday 8-5.

We are a full service avionics shop now 
located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport.

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics Inter-
national, JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments.

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers!

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, but you now 
have another option.  When you renew your membership you have the option to check the Digital 

only box.  Then, you will not receive the printed copy, but you will receive the digital version. 
To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available and give you 

a link.  Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is an effort to save our 
Association money.  The WINGS publication is our largest expense. 

If you missed the chance to check the box and want to go digital only, 
you can contact John Dobson, who can correct it for you.

WINGS GOES DIGITAL

Legislative Update 
By Representative Tom Dent. District 13 GOP

State Rep. Tom 
Dent (R-Moses 
Lake) represents 
the 13th 
Legislative District

“Washington Pilot’s Association does not endorse 
ANY political parties but will publish any content that 

is beneficial to furthering aviation and support the four 
pillars of the WPA.”
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This past weekend I observed another 
successful Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Young Eagle events. The parents were 
grinning from ear to ear because the kids 
were grinning from ear to ear. About twelve 
members from the local chapter, showed up 
in their aircraft, set up the hangar, briefed the 
event, and were ready to meet the new “young 
eagles” to take them on their discovery flight. 
Just like clockwork. You could see they were 
enjoying their time with these young eagles. 
After the event, the chapter pilots headed 

down the ramp to the “Skagit Landing” Restaurant for a quick 
bite to eat and debrief the success of the event. A number of 
meetings and events I have attended recently pilots want to 
talk about flying the traffic pattern. Why some pilots fly it too 
wide on downwind to fly the downwind all the way to the river 
before turning base leg. Other pilots talk about the altitudes 
in the pattern and why some pilot on an extended base over 
takes someone on downwind leg. It seems at times pilots do 
not communicate in the pattern. We can tell at times, pilots 
coming from out of the area are still calling runway 29, “straight 
in for runway 28.” We have sectionals, chart supplements, iPads, 
tablets, and smartphones that pilots can use to gather all the 
information about the airport that they are flying to and landing 
at. These sources will give you the runways, field elevation, 
pattern direction, ATIS, ASOS, frequencies, CTAF frequencies, 
traffic pattern altitude, and any listed “calm wind runway.” I 
have a very good place to observe runway traffic in the pattern 
and most of the time it appears as an unplanned, unrehearsed, 
and unscheduled event, like actors not knowing their lines and 
disrupting the whole play. We always tell someone before you 
take on more advanced things to just “stick to the basics” first 
and learn them. Get to know them well. Practice them with 
the help of others. Once you have the “basics” down, then 
move on to more advanced things. As pilots we should do the 
same, stick to the basics in and around the traffic pattern. If you 
haven’t flown in a while remember to gather all the information 
about the airport you plan to fly to and remember to brief 
yourself before you takeoff. If you are a “rusty pilot,” take a rusty 
pilot refresher course, go up with a certified flight instructor, or 
fly with a pilot friend and observe for the first flight. If everyone 
just stuck to the basics first, we would not have so much havoc 
in any traffic pattern period. Fly safe.

COMMITEE REPORTS
President’s Message…President’s Message…

Ken Davies
WPA President

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

www.wpaflys.orgwww.wpaflys.org

PLEASE JOIN OR 
RENEW TODAY!

WPA is working 
to advance 

the interests of 
general aviation in 
Washington State.

JOIN WPAJOIN WPA
WPA Wings

A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association
227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397

Bellevue, WA 98004
WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 

June, August, October and December).
Submissions are welcomed!

Please send articles via e-mail to: wings@wpaflys.org
Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:

PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98004-9721

WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington State. 
Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed by the 
author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of 
the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertainment 
and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not rely on the 
information contained herein to relieve him/her of the responsibility 
to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and instructions. The 
reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety and in no case 
shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member of the Washington 
Pilots Association be held responsible for any use or lack thereof, 
that readers may or may not choose to make of the information 
contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Stick to the 
Basics First

By Representative Tom Dent. District 13 GOP

Seems like only yesterday I sat down and put 
together my column for WINGS, time has a way of 
moving along. I manage to stay so busy that time 
and deadlines sneak up on me.

A couple pf weeks ago I drug the 185 out of the 
hanger and fly to Spokane Felts Field for the AOPA 
fly in. I have not ever spent much time, if any, going 
to fly-ins. The only fly-in I have ever attended on a 
regular basis is the Experimental Aircraft Association 
fly in breakfast at the Moses Lake Municipal Airport 
over Memorial Day Weekend, and I drive to that one. 
The other one I attend is the Father’s Day Breakfast 
Fly-in at the Desert Air airport south of Mattawa, WA. 
That has been my Fly-in history, until now!!

The Hangout, and what a hangout it was. People and aircraft were 
spread all over the ramp, taxiway and infield. I heard somewhere around 
150 flying machines were in attendance along with many who arrived 
by automobile. Close to 100 were camping on the airport as well.

There were many aircraft on static display as well as the opportunity 
to walk down the line and view the airplanes that were in the tie 
down areas. Incredible display of all types of aircraft.

I was honored to be the speaker at AOPA’s Airport Support Network 
25th anniversary meeting. It was awesome to meet so many motivated 
volunteers working so hard to improve our airports and aviation 
infrastructure. It was a great opportunity to address fellow aviators 
about becoming engaged in the political process to help our aviation 
industry grow, improving aviation infrastructure and how aviation 
plays a vital role in emergency management. A motivated group of 
volunteers passionate about the future of aviation/aerospace.

I also attended the Pilot Town Hall facilitated by Mark Baker, CEO 
of AOPA. This was an opportunity for folks to ask about the many 
issues facing pilots and the aviation industry and was very well 
attended, with standing room only. Most of the AOPA staff was also 
present to answer the many questions that were asked by concerned 
stakeholders. This was an hour of my life very well spent. Mark did an 
excellent job leading this discussion and I had many of my concerns 
and possible questions answered.

I couldn’t hang around for the day as I had another commitment in 
Yakima, but I did find the hanger where the WPA meeting was being 
held, or at least where the computer was that was facilitating the 
Zoom meeting. I was able to greet some of you before I was back in 
the air heading to Yakima.

The Aviation/Aerospace Advisory Committee I have been talking 
about is moving rapidly to putting together the required report 
of the progress they have made and recommendations for the 
industry and the legislature. Since the committee came together 
last spring the committee and the various sub-committees have 
held 45 meetings and have put together an impressive list of ideas 
and recommendations. This committee has already exceeded all 
my expectations. We are blessed here in the state of Washington 
for the quality of people and the passion for the aviation industry. 
Stay tuned, the report will be out soon and hopefully you will be as 
impressed as I am. I believe this committee will be a major asset to our 
aviation community.

As I have stated in previous columns, I have committed to flying more 
than in the past few years and I have been doing just that. I have been 
trying to fly at least once a week and sometimes more going to various 
airports and working on the passport program. It has been fun getting 
around to other airports, looking for the stamp to stamp my book. If you 
haven’t been engaged in the passport program, give it a try, I think 
you may find it as enjoyable as I have!! Just contact WSDOT Aviation to 
get a book and list of airports in the program.

Stay safe my friends and until next time, BlueSky’s and Tailwinds!!
If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation, or 

if you would like me to come to a chapter meeting, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me. You may email me at tom.dent@leg.
wa.gov or contact me through my Olympia office at 360-786-7932, 
or my district office at 509-941-2346. You may sign up for my email 
updates by visiting my website at representativetomdent.com

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a professional 
pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 20,000-logged hours. He currently 
holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land with commercial 
privileges single engine land. Tom is also a Certificated Flight Instructor for 
both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument airplane and a 
certificated ground instructor. He lives on his ranch with his family, the Flying 
T, seven miles northeast of Moses Lake where he raises hay and Bison. Tom 
represents the 13th legislative District and is currently serving his fourth term 
in the state House of Representatives.

Legislative 
Update 

State Rep. Tom 
Dent (R-Moses 
Lake) represents 
the 13th 
Legislative District
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If you love flying, especially 
flying in its purest form, then gliding 
may be your next adventure. I’ve 
worked in aviation for over 40 
years as a corporate pilot, USFS 
pilot, instructor, flying commercial 
seaplanes and commercial 
helicopters and I thought I 
had done it all but somehow I 
managed to skip glider flying.  
So about five years ago I flew 
my Cessna 172 to Bergseth Field, 
WN76, home of Puget Sound 
Soaring Association (‘PSSA’) near 
Enumclaw and purchased a 
demo flight in one of their club 
owned gliders.  It was amazing to 
soar quietly along their ‘private 
ridges’ with one of their CFI’s 
but I still wasn’t convinced. Was 
flying gliders too quiet, too risky 
(no engine!), lacking for power-
appeal, and very possibly even a 
bit boring?  So, I thought about 
it for a few months and returned 
to learn more and paid for a full 
membership which included a 
year of pre-paid dues (about 
$1,200, includes one year SSA 
membership) and made the 
plunge thinking I need to give 
gliding a chance, get the rating, 
and maybe go on to something 
else after that first year.  That was 
a miscalculation!  The mistake 
was that I became hooked, 

hence this article.  I never 
imagined the challenges, the 
peacefulness and intensity of 
always managing lift, sink, winds, 
navigating, flying while studying 
the clouds and the geography 
and thermalling alongside birds 
and other gliders. There was 
nothing I didn’t enjoy about 
flying gliders. I soon discovered 
why glider pilots are excellent 
pilots and came to appreciate 
this finest art form of flying.  
Maybe this explains why so many 
engineers, airline pilots, Boeing 
test pilots, corporate pilots and 
so many pilots love flying gliders. 
They really are some of the most 
amazing, passionate (sometimes 
even a bit over passion at times!) 
aviators and always some of the 
friendliest pilots in our aviation 
world.  So, following my check ride 
for the glider Commercial add-on 
rating I ended up adding a glider 
rating to my CFI and bought a 
half share in a nice LS-8 German 
glider. In case you wondered, 
new gliders are quite unlike the 
gliders of past.  The performance 
and elegance of these beautiful 
flying machines is outstanding. 
Visibility is incomparable and 
their often feather light control 
harmony is wonderful. BTW, most 
gliders have installed radios and 

glide computers that constantly 
update air mass characteristics, 
landing locations and current 
altitude reserves at each landing 
site and provide electronic 
guidance that helps you fly 
safely and fine tune skills such as 
thermalling and cruising through 
lift and sink. 

As an example, with members 
of our club I have climbed in wave 
lift above 28,000’ altitude (Center 
wouldn’t allow us to a requested 
FL300 due to airliner traffic), had 
long flights over 7 hours, 300 plus 
miles and one flight last year 
that included 4 laps around Mt. 
Rainier at the 7-9,000’msl level 
and twice crossing over the 
top. Many other spectacular 
flights.  My skill level with soaring 
is probably at an intermediate 
level after 4 years but it’s just 
a beginning!  To add context 
to my soaring enthusiasm, I do 
other flying which lately included 
instructing for Bell Helicopters in 
Hawaii and across the US and 
even into central America, but I 
always look forward to getting up 
in the gliders more than anything 
else. Interesting this soaring 
passion and how these gliders 
are just so amazing!

Lastly, it is important to 

realize gliders are not just 
airplanes without engines.  
They fly differently, stall and 
spin differently, and with their 
powerful spoiler/air-brake 
systems allow better control over 
descents and accurate landings 
in fairly short distances. Learning 
to fly gliders will also improve your 
other aeronautical skills. Safety 
is always central and like other 
aeronautical endeavors finding 

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM 

YOU! 
Tell us what you like, 

dislike, or just sound off 
about anything aviation. 

Please include your name 
and chapter association. 
Submit entries via e-mail 

to michaelwatkins1@
icloud.com.

Washington Pilots Association
Executive Committee & Officers
President: Ken Davies	 306-202-0836
VP West: Jerry Barkley	 206-276-8540
VP East: Roger Bertsch 	 509-879-2276
Treasurer: Bud Smilanich	 425-891-8304
Secretary: Richard Beckert	 425-330-2809
Directors:
Membership: Royce Civico 	  206-427-2338
Airports: Tom Jensen	 360-825-6777
Safety & Education: Gary Miranda 	360-281-0196 
Govt Affairs: John Dobson	 360-898-2319
Dir at Large: Angel Base	 509-328-1773
Communications: Michael Watkins	 360-661-5477

WPA Website: http://www.wpaflys.org

Soaring in Washington
By Brad Pattison

Photo by Tim Heneghan
One of many private gliders over Puget Sound Soaring Association’s Bergseth Field, Enumclaw 

SOARING
Continued on page 6
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Get your medical certificate BACK!

Pilot Medical Solutions
Call 800-699-4457 • www.leftseat.com

“I received the FAA’s 
unrestricted clearance 
and a new medical certifi-
cate in only 18 days.”
Quintuple Bypass, ATP, California

“Just received my 
unrestricted second class 

medical. Thanks for all 
your help & support!”

Cancer Pilot, Haiti

“Pilot Medical Solutions  
got my medical back with  

a single phone call!”
Arrhythmia Pilot, Maryland
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Flight School Maintenance Stearman Rides Youth Aviation Program

Ø Private Pilot 
Ø Instrument 
Ø Commercial 
Ø MEI, CFI, & CFII 
Ø Seaplane Training 
Ø Tailwheel Endorsements 
Ø Ground School  
Ø RedBird Simulator  

 

Ø 100 Hr. Inspections 
Ø Annual Inspections 
Ø Tire Changes 
Ø Oil Changes 
Ø A one stop shop for any of  

your maintenance needs 
 

Ø “Snoopy” the Stearman  
Ø Fly in a 1940s Bi-Plane 
Ø Open Cockpit Ride 
Ø Get A Gift Certificate 
Ø Tour Kootenai County 

Ø Join us every Saturday 
9 am to 12 pm for private 
pilot ground school  
and/or maintenance  
related activities 

Ø Free to kids 18 and 
younger 

 

 

Come To Visit Our Hangar! 
Contact Us: 

(208)-462-0423 | info@nolimitsaviation.com 
Visit Our Website: 

www.nolimitsaviation.com 
Hours: 

Monday - Friday | 9 am to 5 pm 
Saturday | 9 am to 12 pm 
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Check Your NOTAMS
How many of 

you have taken 
off and either 
quickly glanced 
at your NOTAMs, 
or forgot to 
check NOTAMs 
all together? 
I’d be lying if 
that hadn’t 
happened to 
me at least 
once. Thankfully, 

technology at our fingertips through 
iPad and smartphone apps like 
Foreflight, FltPlan Go, and Garmin 
Pilot all make acquiring the latest 
information very easy on the go. But 
NOTAMs are usually packed full of 
instrument approach advisory’s, so 
why do I need to be spending so much 
time pouring over cryptic codes 

when I’m flying on a severe clear VFR 
day? Well as we all probably know, 
the airports within the PNW truly only 
get about 3 months out of the year to 
have maintenance done on airport 
surfaces. Additionally, it appears 
the last 4 years or so, we have been 
plagued with various fuel shortages 
throughout our airport network as 
well. Wouldn’t that be fun? Rolling up 
to your planned destination on a fine 
Saturday afternoon to only find a big 
white X on both ends of the runway, 
causing you to divert to an alternate 
airport, to then find out that airport 
has no fuel, and you need that fuel 
in order to make it home! These 
are real scenarios that have soured 
many pilot’s weekend cross country 
plans. And we all know the easy 
way to avoid that, is by checking 
our NOTAMs. As mentioned above, 

there are quite a few apps that 
exist in today’s technologically 
advanced world of aviation. Other 
options available are going to the 
FAA’s website and doing a NOTAM 
search for the airports within your 
area. Additionally, we still have Flight 
Service Frequencies (FSS)! So if you did 
happen to run out the door, or you’re 
backcountry flying for multiple days 
straight with no cellphone service, 
either give FSS a call via phone, or 
tune them on your radio and acquire 
the latest information for your route 
of flight. We also know that NOTAMs 
take a little bit of time to make it into 
the system. Which is why it’s very 
important to be listening to the ATIS/
ASOS for any additional information 
at the airports we’re operating out of 
for any new updates. And if it’s fuel 
at our destination we’re concerned 

about, giving the FBO or even airport 
manager a call might be warranted. 
Especially if other fuel options nearby 
are also suspicious or unverified. 
As a final reminder on this topic, if 
you’re ever find yourself in a pinch 
and need to make a precautionary 
landing or emergency landing at an 
unplanned airport, and don’t have 
time to check in with FSS, ATC often 
has access to NOTAMs for every 
airport within their airspace, so use 
them as a resource too. But please 
do not rely on ATC as your primary 
source for getting your NOTAMs. That 
is not their job. Anyways, continue 
to have a great summer of flying 
(this cooler weather has been nice), 
stay fresh on checking NOTAMs, 
and don’t be afraid to verify any 
information you don’t find accurate.

Jon Deak 
Safety & Education 
Director

expert instruction is essential.
Clubs: There are two active 

glider clubs on the west side. 
PSSA is based near Enumclaw 
and Evergreen Soaring is based 
in Arlington.  Both are excellent 
clubs.  PSSA has a 160hp Super Cub 
for towing and operates from its 
own dedicated & beautiful grass 
airfield at the foothills of ridges 
joining the Cascade Mountains 
close behind. Evergreen has 
its club based at the Arlington 
airport (AWO) with a somewhat 
larger number of pilots and two 
Piper Pawnee tow planes and 
accesses the North Cascades.  
Additionally, for our east side WPA 
members there are active glider 
clubs in Ephrata, Wenatchee, Tri-
Cities and Spokane.
Getting started:

•	Step 1: Spend time on the SSA 
web site, ssa.org, then the 
local club sites

•	Step 2: Contact a local club 
and take a demo ride!

•	Since these are volunteer 
organizations don’t be 
discouraged if it takes some 
extra effort to reach folks.

•	Step 3: Join a club (very 
important), start reading the 
FAA Glider Flying Handbook 
(free on faa.gov) and start 
flying!

•	Step 4: Train, get you rating, 
and you’re on your way!

Note, another alternative is to 
log some flights with your chosen 
club first, then maybe take a week 
off to visit a commercial glider 
school in Arizona, California, etc., 
fly with their pro’s, then return with 
your new rating to get checked 
out and enjoy your local club’s 
gliders. It’s all fun!

If you are a licensed non-glider 
pilot already this can be done 
locally in several weekends if you 
study hard and are dedicated. 
FAA minimum requirements for 
Private “add-on” are 3 hours in 

gliders, 10 solo flights (can do all in 
a couple afternoons), and 3 test-
prep flights with a CFI-G followed 
by a practical test with a DPE (no 
written exam required if already 
a licensed pilot).  If you have a 
Commercial rating then I suggest 
you do this as a Commercial 
add-on as its only 20 solo flights, 
10 more than the Private rating, 
and I’ve seen people complete 
10 solo flights in an afternoon.

For studying, the most 
convenient textbook is the FAA 
Glider Flying Handbook which 
free at faa.gov or may be 
purchased from ASA or Amazon. 
I like the printed copy to mark up.  
Other excellent textbooks are 
available but start with the FAA 
book, it is actually very good.

Medical certificates are not 
required for any glider flying ops.  
This includes giving instruction 
or exercising a Commercial 
Pilot certificate to give rides for 
pay, etc.  FAR 61.53(b) applies 
for “Operations Not Requiring a 
Medical Certificate”.

Minimum age is 14 to solo a 
glider and 16 for a private license 
to carry passengers

If you need more help 
getting started please contact 
a local club or email me at:  
bpattisonmd@gmail.com
Contacts:

•	Soaring Society of America, 
ssa.org (an excellent place to 
start for all kinds of info and 
soaring sites)

•	Puget Sound Soaring 
(Enumclaw, WN76), www.
pugetsoundsoaring.org

•	Evergreen Soaring (Arlington, 
KAWO), evergreensoaring.org 

•	Cascade Soaring Society 
(Wenatchee, KEAT), 
cascadesoaring.org

•	Seattle Glider Council (Ephrata, 
most active in supporting the 
other NW region clubs), www.
seattleglidercouncil.org 

•	Spokane Soaring Society (Deer 
Park, KDEW), spokanesoaring.org

SOARING
Continued from page 5
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GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ���������������������������������������������������$749
GDL-51 XM Receiver ��������������������������������������������������������$699
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo �������������������������������������������$1199

AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS �����������������������������$1499
AERA-660 5” Touchscreen GPS ��������������������������������$799

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������������$4895*

GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM ��������������������������$6895*

GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder��������$7675 

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B
& XM RECEIVERS

FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS

AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

GPS-175 • GNC-355 • GNX-375

ANR HEADSETS

*FREE SHIPPING

Plus Installation

G5/PFD (TSO) �����������������������������������������������������$2525
G5/HSI ����������������������������������������������������������������� $3495
G5/PFD (Exp) ������������������������������������������������������$1420

BOSE A20 $1195

PCA-ANR/BT $349

NEW!

Client: Pacific Coast Avionics 
Ad Title: 30 Years, Best Pricing and Service
Publication: Washington Pilots
Trim: 9.75 x 7.38

AUDIO PANELS

GI-275/PFD �������������������������������������� From $3695
GI-275/HSI �������������������������������������� From $3995
GI-275/EIS ��������������������������������������� From $4685

GI-275 EFIS

ICOM IC-A25C Sport �����������������������������������������������$319
ICOM IC-A25 Com ��������������������������������������������������� $469
ICOM IC-A25N Com/VOR/GPS ������������������������������$529
ICOM IC-A16 Com ��������������������������������������������������� $269

FTA-250L Com ��������������������������$195
FTA-450L Com ������������������������� $239
FTA-550L Com/Nav ���������������� $289
FTA-750L Com/Nav/GPS ������� $375

• Built-in Bluetooth (IC-A25N)
• 8.33 KHz Spacing
• 2.3” Hi-Viz LCD
• Battery Status Display

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

Cost-effective, with precise and smooth in-flight 
characteristics, underspeed/overspeed protection, 
dedicated “LEVEL” mode button, & coupled 
approaches.

GFC 500 AUTOPILOTS

GFC-500 2-Axis �����������������������������Installed from $12,995*
GFC-500 2-Axis + Autotrim ����������� Installed from $17,590*

CALL FOR
INSTALL
QUOTE

* Not including G5/PFD (Required)

GMA-345 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1890
Bluetooth • USB Port • 3D Audio
6-PL Stereo Intercom • Voice Recorder

GMA-342 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1710
4-PL Stereo Intercom • 3D Audio
3.5mm Aux Input • Voice Recorder

FTA-850L NEW COLOR
DISPLAY NAV/COMM
$449

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR: 

*Prices may be changed at any time without notice*

LED AIRCRAFT LIGHTING

Sunspot 36 LX Landing/Taxi Light ��������$349
Pulsar NS Nav/Strobe (Set) �����������������$1150
Suntail Tail Position Strobe ���������������������$495

Parmetheus G3 Landing/Taxi Light �������$299
Orion 600 Nav/Strobe (Set) ������������������$1195
Orion 500 Tail Position Strobe ����������������$485

LIGHTSPEED DELTA ZULU $1099

NEW!

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370
WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER
Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

30 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

3935-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   13935-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   1 9/20/22   9:38 AM9/20/22   9:38 AM

Ph: 509 991.6133
bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

WPA Chapters Around the StateWPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.
com 360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter 
meets the first Wednesday of each month 
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A 
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting 
starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President 
Clifton Pierschbacher.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.    
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
Chapter meets for lunch periodically with 
meetings announcements made by e-mail.  
Current CCP members are included in the 
announcements. If you are not a current 
CCP member, and would like to attend a 
lunch, contact   For further information, 
contact Colette Miller at 714-356-5669 or 
Dave Miller at 360-452-7136. All aviators 
welcome.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-
1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter 
meets on an “as needed” basis at the ad-
ministration building located on the Deer 
Park Airport. For more information about 
Deer Park chapter and activities please 

contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other 
chapter activities, including group 
fly-outs, WINGS programs and other 
special events please visit http://www.
wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.
pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-2994 or 
denningrashell@gmail.com.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, except July, at 
10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For 
more information on activities, please 
call Chapter President David Divoky at 
559-696-3247.

METHOW VALLEY -  Chapter meetings 
are the second Wednesday of the month 
through April, then resume in September. 
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar at 
the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. Dinner 
starts at 6:00. Presentation starts at 6:30. 
Meeting starts after presentation.  Details 
are announced via emails and Facebook.  
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509) 
429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse: 
(509) 449-0185
MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chap-
ter has been formed with 20 members. 
For further information contact chapter 
President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound Chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month except June, July 
and August at the ARFF Conference Center 
at KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview 
Rd. Bellingham.  Doors open at 6:30 PM.  
For more information contact Bill Post at 

716-425-0121; wildbillpost@gmail.com
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at 
6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further 
information contact Chapter President 
Lee Orr at 509-486-4502 or V.President 
Bob Ulrich at 509-429-2119. Chapter 
Treasurer is Lola Orr and Secretary is 
Ryan Christoph. 
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA 
or send e-mail to paine-president@
wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
425-891-8304.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade 
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas 
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun 
activities and how we can work together 
for a thriving pilot community. For further 
information contact chapter President 
Bill Johnson at 206-495-1396. 
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 
360-281-0196 or e-mail at a320grm@
aol.com.

SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at 
6 PM. Meeting program information can 
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more 
information contact chapter President 
C.J Amestoy, 509-599-5229, N40825@
gmail.com.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For informa-
tion contact Chapter President Jim 
Hightower, hightower46325@yahoo.
com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.
com, 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tues-
day of each month at 6 PM. Location is 
announced via an E-mail list. Contact 
Chapter President Klaus Marx to add 
your name to the list or for other chapter 
information. 907-723-4379 or klaus-
marx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of 
every month at 6:30 PM at Reno’s on the 
Runway. All are welcome. On most Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 till about 10:30, WPA 
and EAA pilots often gather for coffee and 
donuts at Yakima Airport Airpark on the 
south side of McAllister field, KYKM.  For 
chapter information, Contact Chapter 
President Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597 
or gcklingele@nwi.net. 

Most Chapters keep updated information 
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on 

the “Chapters” tab for more information.



j 	DISCOUNTS FROM NEARLY TWO DOZEN BUSINESSES 
	 And the list is growing!

j	REGIONAL & STATEWIDE LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY 	
	 efforts focused on promoting and preserving GA 
	 throughout Washington State

j 	WINGS NEWSLETTERS  
	 Printed very two months and digital versions 

j SOCIAL EVENTS & SAFETY SEMINARS

j 28 LOCAL CHAPTERS

Member Benefits  Program
WPA Membership has its privileges!

Get great WPA Members-Only Discounts at these aviation-related businesses!

Follow the instructions below to access Aircraft Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and print 
your WPA membership card, which can be used as proof of eligiblity for discounts from other sponsors. 

Go to www.wpaflys.org and click on 
Member Discounts.  

At the top of the Member Discounts 
page there is a link to access discount 
codes and print your membership 
card, which can be used to provide 
proof eligibility for discounts. Click that 
link to look up your Member ID then: 

1.	 Enter your member ID.
2.	 Enter your password
	 (click Forgot my Password? if you 

want it sent to your email address 
on file).

3.	 Once logged in, you will see 
(among other things) Aircraft 
Spruce and Spencer Aircraft 

	 discount codes, and a link to print 
your membership card.

4.	 Use the discount codes when you 
contact Aircraft Spruce and Spen-
cer Aircraft.

	 Print and keep the membership 
card to show the businesses offer-
ing WPA Members-Only discounts.

Find WPA Members-Only Discounts at wpaflys.org (click on Members Benefits to see the latest.)

KUAO (Aurora) 
pacificcoastavionics.com

Receive 5-15% OFF every purchase!
aircraftspruce.com 

Discount with Member Code
spenceraircraft.com 

Aircraft ownership for first time buyers and low 
time pilots.   tomahawkaero.com 

5% OFF Repairs   
acpropeller.com

3% OFF Fuel with $10 Fuel Card   
arlingtonflightservices.com 

2021 FLY IN set for August. Discount TBD   
arlingtonflyin.org

13% OFF Final Bill Year-round. KAWO   
aviationcovers.com 

10% OFF.    
bogertaviation.com

Free Drink with Meal Purchase. Western 
WA Location. buzzinnsteakhouse.com 

10% OFF Flights/Flight Reviews. KBVS   
flycascade.com

Great Oil Prices. KSHN
 smallandsonsoil.com 

Graphic Design Discounts.
linkedin.com/in/pilardowell

5% OFF on Instructions or Plane 
Rental. 1W1 flyitacademy.com 

Services Discount. KBFI
galvinflying.com 

KALW & KHRI
   tomahawkaero.com 

Free Shipping on VG Kit. 74S
microaero.com

Services Discount. S50   
normandyaircraft.com 

Discounts TBD   
northwayaviation.info

15% OFF Services.   
leftseat.com 

Free 6 Mo. & Discounts on 
Subscriptions. seattleavionics.com

10% OFF Simulator. KPAE
 simulationflight.com 

10% OFF Services   
signupsigncompany.com

$50 OFF Demo Flight
 svashonaircraft.com 

Pilot Medical Solutions, Inc.
The Fastest, Most Trusted Aeromedical Service.


