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I am absolutely 
honored to be the 
President of the 
WPA this year. I 
know we have a lot 
on our agenda, and 
we are already off 
to a great start.  If 
you missed the NW 
Aviation Confer-
ence & Trade Show 
last month in Puyal-
lup, I set four goals I 

would like to see WPA accomplish this 
year. 
	 Number one is to bridge the genera-
tion gap between pilots. Today’s tech-
nology leads us to iPads being used 
as electronic flight bags (EFB) having 
programs with sectional maps and ap-
proach plates, often making the paper 
chart obsolete. (Someone once told me, 
it’s always good to have a paper copy). 
Pilotage and dead reckoning (DR) is al-
ways a skill every pilot should have in 
their back pocket. When was the last 
time you took a flight where you left 
your electronic toys turned off and just 
flew with the sectional chart? With all 
the construction going on over the past 
few years, things might look a little dif-
ferent. 
	 My second goal is to increase the 
WPA membership this year by 500 
members.  With the state having over 
12,000 registered pilots, WPA is a mi-
nority and I would like to change that. 
	 My third goal is to educate every pi-
lot and student pilot on the four pillars 
of the WPA; Advocacy, Outreach, Edu-
cation, and Social Activities. Advocacy:  
Everyone advocates for something, 
whether it be for thirty-dollar car tabs, 
or fewer taxes, we all have our favorites. 
You, as a pilot, have things you advo-
cate for as well. Don’t keep these things 
to yourself, share them and we can all 
benefit down the road, making general 
aviation better. Outreach: We have nu-
merous chapters, some more active than 
others, stretching across the state with 
the same common goal to support the 
general aviation pilot and aviation. Edu-
cation:  Seminars are held throughout 
the organization to help make us all bet-
ter pilots, or sharing the newest technol-
ogy in aviation. Social Activities:  Better 
communicators are necessary, whether 
it be flying to a pancake breakfast you 
found out about on SocialFlight, or from 
the WPA website on Fly-For-Fun, or 
from your phone.  Attending a safety 
seminar, chapter meeting, and/or having 
dinner are vital to communication. 
	 Last, I would like to have more pilot 
participation in events this year, includ-
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Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation Legislative Update

Tales from the Dark Side . . . “Grumpy Old Men”
Last month at the WPA Chelan Conference 
I presented basic “Airport Management for 
Pilots”. It got me to think about an article 
I wrote for WINGS six years ago. It’s still 
relevant . . . 
	 So, whose airport is it anyway? You 
can’t tell me what I can or can’t to do in my 
hangar. You can’t stop me from maintaining 
my airplane. None of us have ever said that 
. . . right!
	 In the late 1990s I was so angry with 
Paine Fields “Minimum Standards” that I 
made a proclamation as the newly elected 
WPA Paine Field Chapter President that 
I was going to get to the bottom of this . 
. . this was so wrong. Then PAE airport 
manager, Dave Waggoner, smiled at me 
and asked, “Are you sure you want to do 
this? We already held a very open and 
public process to create those Minimum 
Standards”. He tried to explain the value of 
the documents (and the companion Rules 
and Regulations). I was having none of it.  
	 So off I went reading countless 
documents from multiple airports. I talked 
to attorneys, pilots, mechanics, I.A.s . . . 
anyone who might shed some light on the 
subject. I came across an FAA manual 
called 5190.6A (5190.6B is now current). 
Ninety days into my research I addressed 
the Chapter Board and said, “I apologize 

By John Dobson, Government Affairs

Winthrop’s Annual March Hot Air Balloon Roundup.  See story page 6

The 2020 legislative session ended 
on March 12, the scheduled day for Sine 
Die. This was perhaps one of the most 
intense sessions I have experienced since 
I was first elected. The eagerness of the 
members was extremely high with a re-
cord number of bills introduced, more 
than 2200. That being said, there were few 
wins for aviation this year, but we were 
able to set things up for next year.

Bills held over from the 2019 session 
didn’t fare so well this year, but some did 
move a little and that keeps the conversa-

tion on the table. 
House Bill (HB) 1456 along with its 

almost companion SB 5011. For a bill to 
be a companion they must be exactly the 
same. These two bills were just enough 
different not to qualify as companions but 
essentially did the same thing, creating the 
airport revitalization board loan account. 
Both bills died in the house rules commit-
tee. Although we are currently operating 
the loan account, as it received a $5 million 
funding grant from the capital budget last 
year, its authority to make loans and oper-
ate comes through the capital budget. That 
authority will cease, and the program will 
die at the end of the capital budget bien-
nium. That is why it is so important to pass 
this legislation. We need this in statute so 
the program can continue as designed. 

HB 1457, the bill fondly referred to as 
the 1% bill, didn’t have any traction this 
year. This bill reduces the 6.5% sales tax 
on aviation fuel that goes into the gen-
eral fund to 5.5% and allocates 1% to the 
aeronautics account. This money can be 
leveraged to receive grant money from the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

airport improvement 
program. The money 
will fund aviation 
infrastructure proj-
ects and the taxes 
generated will more 
than replace the 1% 
tax money used to 
fund the program. 
The concern about 
moving the bill this 
year centered around 
the hazardous waste 
tax (HST tax) collected from airports. 
According to the FAA, this money is sup-
posed to go to the airport improvement 
fund but is not. The 1% money possibly 
could be used for partial compliance with 
the feds, but the budget writers were con-
cerned that it may not be legal. We have in 
the budget a directive to the Department 
of Revenue to research the amount col-
lected from the HST so we can understand 
the state’s liability and responsibility to 
the FAA. This report is due Jan. 11, 2021, 
the first day of the 2021 session. 

(Continued on page 4)

State Rep. Tom 
Dent (R-Moses 
Lake) represents 
the 13th Legislative 
District

for ever opening up this can of worms”. Mr. 
Waggoner has adopted a “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy on this airport and that indeed 
is the correct policy”. I literally closed the 
book and vowed never to bring it up again.
	 And now, having been on the “dark 
side”, managing an airport; guess what 
subjects were front and center . . . Minimum 
Standards, Rules and Regulations (Hangar 
Use and Inspections). So how do I share with 
you my experience and understanding of the 
system? How do we help you understand the 
obligations of airport sponsors? How do we 
keep you safe and yet allow you the freedom 
to enjoy what is at the heart of aviation?  
How do I communicate to you what Dave 
Waggoner taught me so many years ago?

Airports have many masters . . . 
1.	 Taxpayers / Constituents
2.	 Commissions  / Boards
3.	 City and County Development 

Regulations
4.	 International Fire Codes
5.	 City, County, Ports Districts as 

Airport Sponsor (Comprehensive 
Plans)

6.	 FAA (assuming NPIAS – National 
Plan of Integrated Airport Systems)

 	 I tried to navigate this maze with the 
help of the two afore mentioned documents 

(Minimum Standards and Rules and 
Regulations). Minimum Standards simply 
lays down the requirements for EVERY 
“commercial” entity conducting business 
on airport property. ALL aeronautical and 
non-aeronautical entities must have a place 
of business to operate from. They must 
have basic insurance and they must have 
our approval to be on airport. The building 
must meet both international building and 
fire codes specific for the type of goods or 
services being offered. 
	 The Rules and Regulations also 
pertain to everyone (again aeronautical and 
non-aeronautical). The majority of them 
are specific to our pilot community. The 
best example is regarding the self fueling 
of aircraft (mogas). It doesn’t take a rocket 
scientist to realize that pouring gas from a 
five gallon can while standing on a four foot 
ladder inside a hangar is NOT a good idea. 
It’s not a good idea outside the hangar, but 
at least the risk to your neighboring tenant 
is reduced. I dare any of you to video the 
act and then ask the other tenants if they 
think it safe?
	 Let’s take a look at all of those 
extension cords and power strips. We all 
use them and we all forget to unplug them 
when we leave the hangar. Check out 
the “possible” cause of the fire at Camas 

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

(Continued on page 5)
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Columbia Gorge Regional/The Dalles
313 Court Street The Dalles, WA  97058

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 15 Federal: Airport Elevation:              247 
Associated City: The Dalles Approach Category:
County: Klickitat State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: City Govt. Number: 2 FAA: IIB
Owner: City of the Dalles/Klickitat CountyType(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/30/2010
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 3 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 61
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 4 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 1 AIS Last Updated: 12/30/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 1 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 70 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/30/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 1 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 70 5 658
Operations 46,650 4,254 142,000 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Air Tractor 402

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt

The Airport, across the Columbia River from Klickitat County, has 43 based aircraft (40 single-
engine, 2 multi-engine piston-powered, and 1 helicopter), 3 runways, and a published VOR/DME or
GPS-A non-precision approach. Runway 12-30: 5,097 ft by 150 ft, asphalt surface, pilot controlled
medium runway lights, end indicator lights, end displaced 200 ft. Runway 7-25: 4,647 ft by 150 ft,
asphalt surface, end displaced 440 ft. Runway 35 threshold is displaced 196 ft. Runway 2-20:
4,401 ft by 150 ft, asphalt surface.

Regional

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0 0 0
Military Local 0 75 75 75
Commercial Air Taxi 0 24 24 24
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 19270 13092 13092 13092
General Local 8260 33459 33459 33459
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WPA Wings
A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pi-
lots Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

New pilots often grumble 
about airports having more 
than one name.  Rather 
than learning the names of 
the 134 public use airports 
in Washington State, you 
have more like 268 names 
to learn.
      Welcome to Columbia 
Gorge Regional Airport, 
or Dallesport Municipal 
Airport, or The Dalles.  By 
whatever name, the airport 
is unique in that it is jointly 
owned by the City of The Dalles, located in Oregon State, and Klickitat County in 
Washington State. 
       The Airport Manager, Aryn Rasmussen, is also unequally qualified having 
grown up in the area, graduated from WestPoint with a degree in Environmental 
Geography and a good understanding of what makes an airport work, not only as a 
fun place to visit, but also as a business.
       Phase One of the Airport’s Business Park has been completed with 35 lots ready 
for building – some aviation and others non-aviation properties.  Some lots are al-
ready filled. Phase two will involve preparing 65 more lots for development. 
      Aryn says in 2019 the airport had six record months for fuel sales.  This was due 
in part to more military helicopters through the area, and C-130 refueling training 
being based at The Dalles during October.  This summer the airport will see a two-
million project to refurbish the North Apron of the airport, but, Aryn says this will 
not affect flights in and out of the area.  
       One of this summer’s largest gatherings at The Dalles will be the annual June 
fly-in heled at the airport, and hosted by the Dallesport-Murdock Volunteer Fire 
Department located in Dallesport.  The event is an annual fund raiser to build a new 
Fire Department building.  There will be airplanes, pilots, numerous vendors shar-
ing their homemade goods and crafts and food trucks. 
       Want to get a tailwheel endorsement?  TacAero is on the field and offers a full 
range of FBO services.  Manager Darren Lacock says the facility is more than full 
service.  TacAero offers flight training in both tricycle and tailwheel aircraft, main-
tenance, ground school and scenic flights around the area.  Additionally, the FBO 
offers flights in vintage aircraft such as the WACO.  
       TacAero also has pilot expeditions such as their trip to Alaska in 2018.  The 
FBO took 13 aircraft from Hood River Oregon through the backcountry of Canada, 
eventually arriving in Anchorage, and then back.  The journey took 18 days cover-
ing more than 5,500 miles. 
      The Columbia Gorge region has a long aviation history. The original airport, 
known as Case Field, was constructed in the 1920s. The airport originally had a 
1,000-foot long grass strip with 200-foot diameter turnarounds at each end. The 
City of The Dalles acquired the airport in 1942 from approximately 30 individual 
owners at a total cost of $39,000.  
       During World War II, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers began construction of 
The Dalles Military Base, which would ultimately include three paved runways. A 
terminal building was completed in 1943 at a cost of $7,000.  
       Columbia Gorge Regional Airport is located on approximately 950 acres of 
property on the north side of the Columbia River.  The closest major metropolitan 
area is the City of Portland, Oregon, located approximately 80 miles to the west.  
The airport is located at the eastern end of the Columbia River Gorge National Sce-
nic Area, a protected scenic area managed by the U.S. Forrest Service.  In 2000, the 
City of The Dalles and Klickitat County signed a co-ownership agreement, which 
resulted in sharing operating costs and planning for the future of the airport. 
       The airport is managed jointly by a regional airport board consisting of seven 
members, with three members being appointed by Klickitat County, three by the 
City of The Dalles, and the seventh member being appointed by the board itself. The 
airport board has contracted with Aeronautical Management, Inc. (AMI) to provide 
for daily airport management.  
       Transportation from the airport into The Dalles is easily coordinated either 
with public transportation, or there are airport courtesy cars.  There are at least 
eight wineries within 20 minutes of the airport as well as several parks, a children’s 
museum and a neon light museum.  
       Finally, The Dalles is a great place to land if you are flying the Gorge and run 
out of airspeed and ideas.    

Columbia Gorge  
Regional Airport
By Marian Jensen

The Dalles Annual Fly-In in June brings airplanes and pilots from 
both states.

Columbia Gorge Regional/The Dalles
313 Court Street The Dalles, WA  97058

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Klickitat
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                             - -
Labor Income  $                         -   -
Output  $                         -   -

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 242,700$               
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             2                              1 3 94,000 0.00%
Labor Income  $                69,000  $                 57,000 126,000$             3,311,700,000$     0.00%
Output  $              203,000 176,000$               379,000$             10,160,600,000$   0.00%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                        -    $                   1,600  $                 8,200  $                46,000 55,800$               
Visitors  $                  2,000  $                   2,100  $                 2,100  $                12,000 18,200$               
Total  $                  2,000  $                   3,700  $               10,300  $                58,000  $              74,000 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                           -
 $                                                        -   
 $                                                        -   
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      Two years ago I moved to Yakima 
and joined the WPA.  A few months later 
I became the chapter president.  While 
the chapter did have members is was a 
dormant club, with no meetings or other 
activities going on.  My goal was to get it 
active again and this is my story of what 
worked and what didn’t.  There were three 
main challenges for me. First, find a place 
to hold the meeting.  Second, what to have 
for a program? Third, when to have meet-
ings?
      Finding a place had its challenges.  
The food needed to be good and reason-
able priced and we needed a room to hold 
meeting in.  The members, significant oth-
ers and guests were the targeted group.  I 
wanted it to be a social outing along with 
a WPA meeting, so we wanted it to be a 
nice place.  
      The first place we tried had a room, 
but the food was less then great.  Some 
members just ordered a drink and didn’t 
even order food after the first few meet-
ings there.  The second place the food and 
drink were good but the room was just off 
the main dining area of a pizza place and it 
was too loud and hard to hear the speaker. 
      The third place, where we are now, 
seems to be working well.  It is a small res-
taurant, “Reno’s on the Runway”, on the 
east end of the Yakima airport near McAl-
lister Museum.  They even have tie downs 
for aircraft at the restaurant.  While they 
are not normally open at night, they do 
open for us from 6:00 till 8:30.  The food 
has been very good and it has reasonable 
sized rooms for our meetings.  At first we 
used their back meeting room, but due to 
greater turn out we have started taking 
over the main room.  They let us order off 
their menu so there has been a good selec-
tion of food.   The members have asked 
to keep coming back to this location as it 
works on all counts!  I think we have found 
a home for our meetings.

The Phoenix Chapter, 
The Yakima WPA Chapter

      Putting on a program was a problem 
for me as I have never done anything like 
this before.  At first I talked about things 
I have done over the years. Everything 
from using a PC simulator to practice IFR 
procedures to mistakes I have made and 
how they could have been avoided. Then 
I found that people, when asked, will 
come and do programs for us!  This was 
a turning point for me!  I have had people 
from the Yakima Tower and the Airport 
manager come to speak to us.  This has 
been great to see what it is like for oth-
ers who we are involved with us using 
the airport. It has also set up a relation-
ship with the airport that is helpful both 
to them and WPA.  I have also met with 
the FAA people and they are feeding me 
presentations and have offered to come 
and do programs.  I have found that there 
is a lot of help out there just for the ask-
ing, and most are more than happy to help. 
Now programs are not such a big problem, 
it’s more of “what do we want to have for 
the next meeting?”
       When to have a meeting is still a little 
bit of a problem.  I work part time and that 
takes me all over the country on a very 
random schedule.  I had not set a day of 
the week, or week of the month and that 
left people guessing when I was having 
the next meeting.  Our EAA chapter has 
meetings on Thursday, the 3rd week of the 
month. So I tried to avoid the 3rd week of 
the month.  I also tried to avoid weekends 
or Fridays as people travel on weekends. 
So it was 2nd or 4th week of the month 
and any day but Friday was left.  
      My first meetings were held on 
Wednesday or Thursday and seemed to 
work. I held one meeting on a Tuesday 
and only had 3 people show up.  A survey 
of my members quickly showed Wednes-
day and Thursday were OK, but Monday, 
Tuesday, Friday or Saturday were not so 
good. I am now staying with Thursday 

	 The absolute best part of the President’s 
duties is the privilege of handing out an-
nual awards.  The WPA runs on the ef-
fort and abilities of volunteers and it is a 
pleasure to be able to honor and recognize 
those among us that have worked long and 
hard to improve our opportunities to fly.  
We awarded four plaques this year to four 
eminently qualified individuals, pilots 
whose efforts have benefited us all.  Cri-
teria for awards is found in the WPA by-
laws and defines our search for deserving 
recipients. 
	  The Pilot of the Year is awarded to that 
pilot judged to have contributed greatly 
to the advancement of general aviation 

Annual Membership Meeting, WPA Awards
By George Steed, WPA Past President

By Gary Klingele, Yakima Chapter President

throughout the past 
year.  Our Pilot of 
the Year is Don 
Goodman.   Don took 
the lead in respond-
ing to the destruction 
of hangars at Skagit 
airport when the port 
planned to demolish 
the hangars without a 
clear plan for replace-
ment or protection of 
tenant’s aircraft in 
the meantime.  His 
efforts gathered and 
directed the tenant 
response and forced 
timely action by the 
port.  In another are-
na, Don has actively 
and extensively supported the West Coast 
General Aviation Response Plan and the 
statewide DART (Disaster Airlift Re-
sponse Team) with the use of his amphibi-
ous aircraft to support numerous drills 
and training exercises.  
	 The Bernie Lyman award is given to a 
member who has worked beyond the nor-
mal call of duty to improve his chapter, in-
crease its size, and strengthen its purpose.  

Our Bernie Lyman winner is 
Larry Wheat.  Larry estab-
lished the Moses Lake chapter 
and organized not one, but two 
Special Regional Events.  The 
first was a tour of the Grant 
County Airport facilities and 
the second was a backcoun-
try seminar.  Events like these 
provide true value for mem-
bers and a real purpose for a 
chapter.  
	 The Harold Wilson Me-
morial is awarded to a nomi-
nee who has been active in 
contributing to public enlight-
enment about general aviation.  
This year’s winner is War-
ren Hendrickson.  Warren 
has been the AOPA Regional 

Representative for several years coordinat-
ing the region’s Airport Support Network 
volunteers as well as meeting throughout 
the region and coordinating GA activi-
ties of all kinds.  He was instrumental in 
bringing the AOPA Fly-In to Bremerton.  
Warren is on the FlyWashington Passport 
team and has participated in several DART 
exercises.  
	 The Dick Corey Award is the WPA’s top 

John Dobson receives the Dick 
Corey Award

award.  It recognizes a distinguished re-
cord of accomplishment in general avia-
tion and in community service, activity in 
the promotion of safety, proficiency and 
upgrading, activity in promoting a good 
relationship with other aviation associa-
tions and clubs and the non-flying public.  
John Dobson is this year’s Dick Corey 
award winner.  John has been the presi-
dent of the Washington Pilots Association 
multiple times.  He maintains the manage-
ment system that tracks membership.  He 
has been the Legislative Affairs director 
for years and has been active in Olympia 
and numerous local ports and airport com-
missions to the benefit of us all.  John was 
recently elected president of the Washing-
ton State Aviation Alliance, an umbrella 
aviation organization that represents and 
lobbies for all aviators in Washington, 
and the NW region.  John has mentored 
many of us in many different positions 
and worked tirelessly for the stability and 
advancement of the WPA.  A better candi-
date for this award cannot be found.
	 As we meet, work, and fly through this 
upcoming year, please keep these awards 
in mind and if a suitable candidate pres-
ents him or herself, submit a nomination 
to Ken Davies by January 1st, 2021.  

George Steed gives Don Goodwin the Pilot of the 
Year Award

       The Fly Washington Passport program was please to award the first seven flight 
jackets at the Northwest Aviation Conference in Puyallup on 22 February.  Flight jacket 
are the recognition of the achievement of travel to each of the 107 participating public 
use airports in Washington.  Pilots that visit 90% of the airports receive a flight jacket.  
Those that reach 100% receive a special set of wings recognizing that milestone.  
	 Airports in Washington are divided into six regions.  Each region has an award 
patch for those that have flown to every airport in that area.  There is a special patch for 
visiting the four participating seaplane bases.  Every airport has a stamp and when par-
ticipants reach that airport they stamp their passport booklet.  While it is expected that 
the program is primarily for pilots that will fly to each of the airports, an actual flight is 
not required, nor is a pilot’s certificate.  Some airports may be beyond the capabilities of 
a pilot or particular aircraft and credit is given for airport visits, whether by plane, car, 
or as a passenger.  
	 The first class of awardees consisted of Scott Hunziker, Greg Sykes, Jim Mur-
phy, Andy Pomeroy, Dan Wood, and Jim and Mary Ann McClellan.  We congratulate 
these intrepid aviators, admire their airmanship and persistence, and welcome the ex-
ample they have set for the rest of us.  Well done.    

Passport Awareness
By George Steed, WPA Past President 

First group of Washington Pilots win flights jackets in Passport Program

ing fly-outs, fly-ins, salmon bakes, 
BBQ’s, you name it. It also gives us an-
other reason to fly. Many people don’t 
like change, others say change is good. 
Last month at the aviation conference 
we as a group decided to change up 
our booth set up, to make it more “us-
er-friendly”, allowing for more social 
interaction.  We had a lot more dialog 
between pilots, gained around 40 new 
members, and even did some hangar 
flying. A number of people came back 
to the booth more than once over the 
course of the weekend. 
	 I would like to finish by saying one 
of our first orders of business is to take 
charge and tackle this Coronavirus is-
sue.  It will involve making everyday 
changes for a period of time, whether 
we like it or not. This includes taking 
the time to sanitize and disinfect sur-
faces in the aircraft, headsets, etc. As 
past-president George Steed eluded to 
“loss of effectiveness or burnout” in 
the last issue, we need to make small 
changes from time to time to prevent 
that and stay the course in setting our 
goals! I urge you to join me and look 
forward to meeting you!  Fly safe.

nights and trying to stay with the 4th week 
of the month. This has two benefits; con-
sistency for the members and I announce 
at the EAA meeting that the WPA meet-
ing will be next week and all are invited.  I 
also use email to keep everyone informed 
as to meeting dates, send out reminders, 
and meeting minutes for review.  Having 
a current WPA email list has really helped 
in this area.
      While I still have a long way to go to 
call this a success it is getting better, mem-
bership attendance has improved and we 
have a few new members to WPA.

Presidents Message 
Continued
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I flew yesterday and 
skied today!  This is 
an awesome time of 
the year.  This is my 
first position with 
WPA at the state-
level.  I’ve been on 
the Board of Direc-
tors for the Spokane 
Chapter for the past 
six years including 2 
½ years as President 
and now enjoying the 
position of Past Presi-

dent.
	 I see my state position as one to sup-
port the Chapters.  All of us at the state-
level recognize and fully support the au-
tonomy of the Chapters.  Chapters have 
their own by-laws, develop their own 
unique programs and priorities and some 
have their own youth scholarship founda-
tions. To some degree, the state is the staff 
organization that supports the chapters 
on the front line.  The state organization 
is also the leader of outreach, especially 
when it pertains to critical legislation ger-
mane to general aviation.  This is a criti-
cal year that brings both a funding battle 
in Olympia and the need to bring the state 
into compliance with the FAA.   At risk are 
millions of dollars of FAA grants that ef-
fect many of our general aviation airports.
I greatly appreciate the fine work of my 
predecessor, Don Fitzpatrick who made 
substantial contributions to our organiza-
tion and most effectively helped the com-
bined eastside chapters to make substan-
tial progress in programs and membership 
growth.  
	 While WINGS, the newsletter of 
WPA always seeks interesting articles, 
this column through this position can be 
used for our Chapters to tell about news 
and events that should be shared with the 
entire organization.  For example, the Spo-
kane Chapter just completed its annual 
Banquet and awarded four $2,500 schol-
arships while raising money towards next 
year’s scholarships.  Spokane has its own 

Eastside Report

Robert Bertsch
Vice President, East

Wow!  It’s wild out 
there lately, with 
SARS CoV2 virus 
help from the Feds 
being confusing and 
behind the 8-ball. I 
hope the infections 
have peaked by the 
time you read this. 
	 Meetings and 
funerals cancelled, 
toilet paper hoard-
ed, gun sales sky-
rocketing, but GAS 

PRICES DROPPING. (Well, a little, down 
always lags up.) Self-isolate in the sky, 
just use Purell at the fuel pump. If you’re 
lucky and have paid leave, pick up a Pass-
port stamp somewhere new.  You could 
self-isolate at the Stuart Island cabin for 
a mental health break. I’m already taking 
reservations. 
	 It’s an age-related problem (mine being 
old): I recently lost two long-time friends 
in a single week to cancer. One built my 
house in 1980 and remained a close friend.  
	 The other, Jack Krause, had been a 
WASAR search pilot instructor since the 
mid-90s. Al Banholzer and I had been 
staying touch with Jack and flew down to 
Shelton for lunch with him. In 2018 I flew 
Jack from KSHN to KBFI to meet a very 
special Douglas A26K “Nimrod” which 
was here for the opening of the Museum of 
Flight Viet Nam wing. Jack 
flew a Nimrod for 150 night 
missions, shooting trucks 
on Uncle Ho’s trail. He 
told me that his plane was 
only hit once—a ricochet 
of a .50 cal dud which was 
found stuck in an engine oil 

Airports Report

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

As the new Safety & 
Training Director I 
hope to bring to local 
chapters a Power-
Point presentation 
readily available for 
local chapters to use 
in Safety & Training 
Education. 

They are listed 
below.

•	 Aircraft performance
•	 Fuel contamination
•	 Fuel Monitoring
•	 Hi- Altitude Ops
•	 Intro to Runway Safety
•	 IFR Chart Review
•	 IFR Bootcamp
•	 Loss of Control due to Automation
•	 Loss of Control – Stabilized  

Approaches & Go-arounds
•	 Intro to Electronic Flight bags EFB
•	 Mountain Flying intro
•	 Pinch-hitter for Couples
•	 Single Pilot IFR 
•	 Personal Minimums
•	 Pilot Proficiency training
•	 Pre-flight after maintenance
•	 Transition Training for upgrading 

to higher performance Aircraft
•	 Winter Ops
•	 VFR Bootcamp
•	 What to expect from your  

mechanic?
•	 Weather Risks

		 It is my intent to empower the local 
chapters with educations tools for local 

Safety & Education Report

By Gary Miranda 
Safety & Education 
Director

First and foremost, 
it is a great honor to 
serve all of our mem-
bers as the Member-
ship Director. The 
aviation landscape 
has evolved drasti-
cally in the last 50 
years and so have the 
needs of our WPA 
members. While I 

was the president 
of the North Sound 
Chapter, we grew 

our membership by nearly 30% by ensur-
ing that our programs stayed relevant to 
most members while providing support to 
non-member pilots as well. On the state 
level, I plan on doing the same. 

 1) We must become a bottom up or-
ganization. I will encourage mem-

Royce Civico, State 
WPA Membership 
Director

cooler. 
	 With help of some Cessna 180 friends, 
I planned and scheduled a Missing Man 
Formation flyover to honor Jack.  Weather 
was cooperating, so it was disappointing 
when the church Bishop wisely cancelled 
Jack’s service and thus the MMF.
	 Optimistically looking forward to 
Spring budding out, please mark your 
calendars to help our WSDOT guy Paul 
Wolf at one of his state airport work par-
ties scheduled so far:
•	 Ranger Creek (21W) May 9, 9:00am 

(Mother’s Day weekend)
•	 Skykomish (S88) June 13, 9:00am. (If 

anybody has skis for your plane, reach 
out to the town Fire Chief to discuss 
delivery of supplies during the NEXT 
extended closure of Highway 2, 
brought to you by Climate Change…)

•	 Stehekin (6S9) June 20, 9:00am. (You 
might meet Director Dave and his wife 
clearing brush with the rest of us.)

Paul has schedule dates pending on 5 oth-
er airport work parties; dates will be 
posted on the WSDOT Aviation web 
page and in WINGS.

	 Be safe out there, with things you can 
and cannot see.  Be aware of density alti-
tude effects as the weather warms.  Two 
rules to live by (there are more): 1) You 
can always go around. 2) You can always 
abort a takeoff; Go/No-go point is: 3/4 of 
liftoff speed by half the runway.

Membership Report

scholarship foundation, a 501C3 entity of-
fering donors the potential for tax deduct-
ible contributions.
	 I’ve been asked to share some avia-
tion information about myself.  At age 
72 I’m likely about the mean age of WPA 
members.  However, I still have most of 
my hair and it is brown.  I served 24 years 
in the Navy and retired as a Commander 
in 1993.  I am a Viet Nam Vet.  In Naval 
Aviation, I served as a Tactical Coordi-
nator or TACCO on the P-3C Orion.   I 
earned my Private Pilot’s license in 1970 
and added an instrument rating in 1981 
and Commercial in 1982.  I have logged 
a little over 1,000 hours of PIC in single 
engine aircraft.  Today I fly a Cessna 182G 
configured for backcountry flying.  In the 
past couple of years, I upgraded the panel 
to include two Garmin G5’s, Garmin GFC 
500 autopilot and a JPI EDM-900. I was 
an early adopter and advocate for ADSB.   
I’m working on my Instrument Proficiency 
Check.  This plane is based at Felts Field 
(KSFF).  I also own and fly an experimen-
tal Zenith Zodiac 601HD based at Fowl-
er’s NW40 (12WA).  The modern Rotax 
912 rated at 80 hp is a great engine.   It has 
constant velocity and altitude compensat-
ing dual carburetors.   Using just 3-3.5 
gph of non-ethanol auto gas, this plane 
is affordable to fly.  It’s not fast but with 
a bubble canopy and great visibility, it is 
sure fun to fly!  I also serve as a Lt Colonel 
in the Civil Air Patrol and fly the Cessna 
182T/Garmin 1000.  Recently, I have been 
accepted to be a FAA Safety Representa-
tion and should be designated in the next 
month after completing the required train-
ing.  I also belong to EAA, AOPA and the 
Association of Naval Aviation.  So…..like 
most of you I am both engaged and have a 
passion for aviation.
	 In the next few days, I will be mak-
ing contact with the Chapter Presidents so 
we can effectively work together, arrange 
visits and build on the work of my prede-
cessor.  I look forward to this new chapter 
in my aviation career.

bers from each region to regularly 
voice the needs of their individual 
chapters. 

2) We must keep programs relevant 
to current members yet introduce 
new programs that attract new 
members.

3) We must embrace communication 
methods that cater to the wide 
demographic of our membership 
while continuing to attract busier 
lifestyles. 

 	 If our only goal is to increase numbers, 
then let’s just pull up the FAA registry 
and start knocking on doors. However, 
we wouldn’t be providing value for those 
members and will have to knock on the 
same doors year after year. Let’s be the 
premier pilot organization in Washington 
State and put everyone at the hands of the 
yoke.

chapter Safety & Training officers or Lo-
cal CFI. The process begins with finding 
a local facility to put on the event, audio 
visual equipment for the presentation and 
finally listing the event with the FAA 
Wings program by me or a local FAA 
FAAST team rep.
		 This is a great opportunity for our 
members to be educated on Flight train-
ing topics along with Wings credit and 
the opportunity for Local chapters to 
increase their exposure to pilots who are 
not members on what we stand for and 
do.
		 Contact me at A320grm@aol.com or 
360-281-0196 to get your chapter started 
with this new 2020 Safety & Training 
program.
	Gary Miranda has his ATP rating, is a 
CFII and FAA safety seminar representa-
tive.  He is from Vancouver, WA, and is 
an officer in the SW WPA Chapter as well 
as the state’s new Safety and Education 
Director.  Gary’s flying experience start-
ed in 1975 as a private pilot. He became a 
CFI in 1979, and has maintained General 
Aviation activity since then.  Gary has 
an airline background as a Captain 
for a major airline with approximately 
26600+ total hours in various aircraft.  
Currently Gary actively flies as a CFI 
in the Vancouver, WA area and special-
izes in Advanced Instrument training, 
Technically advanced aircraft, Tailwheel 
aircraft and Mountain Flying techniques.  
Gary hopes to expand his Safety semi-
nars to the chapter level in order to bring 
safety oriented topics to WPA members 
statewide.

For the 15th year Cessnas 2 Oshkosh will be making a mass arrival July 18th to 
AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  Last year 86 joined in for a most enjoyable and safe 
KOSH arrival.

Have you thought about it?  Wondering perhaps what the entire adventure is like?  
Joining the formation mass arrival training clinic is great way to get a taste and learn 
more.

This year’s clinic will be held 0900 SAT 6 JUN in Olympia, WA, KOLM at Safety 
In Motion Flight Center (formerly Jorgensen Air Service).  Additional C2O information 
can be found on the website www.cessnas2oshkosh.com

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me.
Frank Hummel, PNW C2O Clinic Lead
Frankh909@gmail.com, (206) 499-9384

Cessnas to Oshkosh 2020
By Frank Hummel

Washougal (Grove Field Airport) on October 6, 2014 at 10:22 pm . . . a power strip. 
In part that is why we emphasize Fire Marshall Inspections in all hangars (condo and 
airport owned). I walked into one hangar and noticed a connected Walmart extension 
cord under the carpet, trapped under the leg of a desk leading to a floor heater. The act 
was not intended to be malicious. The tenant was simply not aware of the danger.
	 So what about Condo hangars? EVERY business on airport property has the same 
requirements . . . International Building Code and International Fire Code as well as 
Insurance requirements. If you build it or the airport sponsor builds it for you; if you 
lease it or you buy it; the airport sponsor still owns the dirt and has the legal (and moral) 
obligation to make sure you operate safely. And that means periodic inspections of ALL 
buildings!           
	 What about storing grandma’s furniture? Rumor has it the Grove Field fire consumed 
two Porsches. We receive at least one call per month from a citizen asking to rent a hangar 
for basic storage. Remember those “many masters” we report to? If an outside public 
storage locker rents for $750 per month how do you explain to the taxpayers, why we rent 
hangars for $250? It’s called fair market value . . . it’s what other hangars rent for. (How 
we determine Fair Market Value is another conversation . . . and it has nothing to do with 
pricing at Boeing Field). Your RV belongs in an RV storage lot, not an airplane hangar. 
You may own the condo, but permission to construct comes with the same stipulations.  
No airplane . . . no occupancy. 
	 It’s all about keeping aircraft mechanically safe and sound. It’s about keeping all 
tenants safe and sound. It’s about our aviation and commercial family and how we respect 
the other guy. It’s about keeping an airport active and energized . . . Be mindful that 
sometimes grumpy old men might be self serving, just like I was back in the 1990s at 
PAE Field. 

Grumpy Old Men Continued

C180 and A26K “Special Kay” at Boeing Field.
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Download the WPA Teamup 
Calendar from the App Store today!
Don and June Fitzpatrick spend a great deal of 
time putting together the WPA “Fly-for Fun” Calen-
dar. They send out an email to as many friends as 
they can with hard copy attached. They also make 
sure the calendar gets posted to the WPA website. 
But what happens if you don’t have access to a 
computer? You’re at the pilots lounge or chatting 
with a friend on the phone . . . Where are we going 
this weekend?  When is the Republic Fly in? When is 
Arlington?

Planning for your next fly-out 
adventure has never been easier. 

This is simple . . . follow the links below
 https://www.teamup.com/apps/

• Teamup for Android 
   (Samsung, Nexus, HTC, Huawei, …)
• Teamup for iOS (iPhone, iPad, …)

When asked insert the following WPA Calendar Key:  ks4fc9b1660c5f5af3 

Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

Other aviation-related legislation included HB 2236 and its companion SB 6068. 
This bill simply extended a tax preference already in place for large aircraft in the state 
for maintenance beyond the current allowed time without having to pay the registration 
fees and use tax. This is important legislation because it will keep companies who do 
long-term conversions and maintenance on these large aircraft in the state. A recent 
review by the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC) concluded that 
without this tax preference the state could lose hundreds of jobs and up to $3 million in 
tax revenue.

This bill passed out of both chambers and is headed to the governor’s desk.
HB 2880 was introduced in the fourth week of this short session. Another tax ex-

emption bill that would provide relief from the aviation-fuel sales tax for operations 
doing research and development relating to aircraft components and operating systems. 
I introduced this bill to encourage a company currently operating in another state to 
consider relocating to Washington. This could mean in excess of 100 jobs. The bill flew 
through the House but died in the Senate Ways and Means Committee the last week of 
session. We will try this bill again next year.

I attended the Northwest Aviation Trade Show and Conference in Puyallup again 
this year. Another great show with a packed house. If you didn’t go, I would encourage 
you to consider attending next year. It is definitely worth the time and expense to be 
there. 

If we work together, we can be so much stronger and effective, especially at the leg-
islative level. An aviation/aerospace study was just completed this winter and the value 
of this industry in the state is $107 billion annually. We are a big deal, let’s tell the story.

We are all currently dealing with the coronavirus issue, please pay attention to the 
precautionary measures and keep yourself healthy. We will get through this and Amer-
ica will be stronger as a result. If you would like more information about COVID-19, 
you can go to coronavirus.wa.gov. This is a very complete web site for the latest up to 
date information.

Until next time, blue sky and tailwinds.
 If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation or would like me to 

attend a meeting or event, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. You may email 
me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov  or contact my office at 360-786-7932 or my district office 
at 509-766-6525. You may sign up for my email updates by visiting my website at www.
tomdent.wa.gov. 

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a professional pilot 
since 1976 accumulating more than 20,000-logged hours. He currently holds an Air-
line Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land with commercial privileges single 
engine land; he is also a Certificated Flight Instructor for both single and multi-engine 
airplane and instrument airplane. He lives on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, 
seven miles northeast of Moses Lake. Tom, represents the 13th District, and is currently 
serving his third term in the state House of Representatives.

Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation Legislative Update Continued

Take off from CYQL (Lethbridge) 
was planned for 9AM, and with my usual 
over-kill of planning and preparations 
(And Eva’s tolerance for all the above), 
departure went well with no gotchas…..
Funny how that happens!  The coulees 
that we had seen in the vicinity of Leth-
bridge gave way to plains….One continu-
ous emergency landing zone!  You could 
probably close your eyes and put ‘er down 
safely!  The colors of the fields were varied 
and lovely.  We were with Edmonton Cen-
ter and then Winnipeg Center….Again, 
HOW NICE ARE THOSE CANADIAN 
CONTROLLERS!  We flew the airways 
between Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Swift 
Current, and Moose Jaw, and on into Re-
gina.   On our route, there was a thunder-
storm moving to the northeast, and even 
though we passed through areas of low-vis 
to no-vis (This, toward our southern quad-
rant), we flew though a perfectly ideal cor-
ridor of VMC between build-ups.  Good 
Karma!?  Approaching Regina (CYQR), I 
requested an ILS approach to 13 at Regina, 
and it was approved.  More good Karma!  
After landing, we were met by the fueler of 
Regina Flying Club, and we soon had the 
plane fueled and tied down with a promise 
to hangar her if hail was associated with a 
large incoming thunderstorm…..The Fore-
flight screen shot of the arriving storm was 
full of RED and was awash with lightning 
strikes.  I was SO glad we did that early 
wake-up call!  We would learn that if you 
want to see Thunderstorms, the Canadian 
prairie will not disappoint!

Unknown to me, Eva had gotten some 
very sad news early this morning, which, 
wisely, she did not share with me.  Her 
kitty had passed away the night before, 

July 16th Lethbridge 
to Regina
By Maureen Griggs

and she had only read the text informing 
her, as she got up this morning.  She was 
SO quiet on the flight….It was a bit wor-
risome, until she told me what was going 
on, when we got to the hotel.  It was good 
that I did not know during the flight….
It could have been a significant distrac-
tion!  I had known that her kitty was ill, 
and while we were at the museum In Le-
thbridge, a beautiful kitty condolence card 
practically “jumped” into my hands, and I 
purchased it, thinking……“Just in case”.   
Well, it was only a matter of a few hours 
later that there was a new kitty with wings 
in heaven!  What a coincidence!? 

 While Eva was dealing with her 
broken heart, I gave her the alone-time 
she probably needed, and left for  a long-
planned visit to Buni….A dear family 
friend.  She was the reason that I had de-
cided to make Regina an overnight point.  
I had planned to take her to lunch……
BUT……When I arrived at her house, 
she had her table set, tea sandwiches 
ready, coffee perking, my favorite cheese 
and crackers beautifully displayed, mul-
tiple goodies just asking to be munched, 
wine.....All the way to the grand finale of 
Cherries Jubilee for dessert!  What a feast!  
And, what a nice visit it was!  I will never, 
ever fly past Regina!  

The taxi driver that had taken me to 
Buni’s house was a fantastic encounter!  
Now, I was hoping to get weathered in 
tomorrow, just so he could give us a tour 
of Regina, but, for now, it appears that we 
are going to, once again, get through all 
the cells that the heavens are throwing at 
us!  The taxi driver story later……It will 
be a 4AM wake-up call for me, so nighty-
night! 

The 2019 membership renewal season is going well. To date we have 948 renewals 
which puts us about 52 members short of our 1,000 goal. We have a new Membership 
Director, Royce Civico, to keep up this effort. And, WPA has a great! new Member 
Benefits Program. See the back page for an update and how to use it!
	 Every renewal and new member sign up is critical if we are to have the funds avail-
able to meet our ongoing expenses and fund special projects. Every current member and 
every officer is encouraged to solicit for new members in their chapter area and bring 
ex-members back into the fold. That is how we will meet our goal of 1,000+ members. 
Flying clubs are a great resource.

Treasurer Report
Bud Smilanich, WPA State Treasurer
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Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 
Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business 

or leisure travel. Come visit us at 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and 

The Skyway Café.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

FBO Services include: 
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts 
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 
Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

 

Skagit Airport Happenings
Since the windstorm last January 

2019, the port has been working with 
two interested parties to replace the port 
owned hangars that were damaged. One 
has dropped out with the other still in the 
game. Two of the five old hangar build-
ings have been torn down to avoid having 
them fall down and the other three are still 
in use, until per the ports master plan, a 
developer commits to building large com-
mercial hangars.  The airplanes in the han-
gars will have 60 days to vacate prior to 
the date of expected ground breaking for a 
commercial hangar. Small GA hangars and 
airplanes are being moved to the other side 
of the airport near the museum. 

At another airport location, construc-
tion on a new apron will begin in the next 
few weeks by Corporate Air Center. The 
FAA is funding this construction to allow 
private enterprise to build two new large 
commercial hangars that are already in 
work. The plan is to have the main ramp 
accommodate mixed use with large han-
gars and the crosswind ramp accommo-
date aircraft under 12,500 lbs. with han-
gars sized for that use, typically T-hangars 
and small box hangars.

Flyers restaurant closed at the airport 
in January (be sure to visit the location 
in Oak Harbor) and the port has already 
talked to a few interested parties to move 
in to the building. This is a great location 
for watching the activity on the runway. 
The candidates are being vetted to ensure 
a good fit, but hopefully we’ll have some-
thing soon. 

The AOPA safety seminar planned for 
March 30th at the museum, was cancelled 
due to the coronavirus. SASA (Skagit Air-
port Support Association) will, working 
with AOPA,  have another seminar in the 
fall. SASA also provided equipment for 
a Pilot Lounge in the Terminal building. 
Come check it out. 

This summer, be sure to come vis-
it the Heritage Flight Museum here at 
Skagit. Check out the museum website for 
Saturday Fly Days to watch the airplanes 
in flight.  heritageflight.org  

Skagit EAA chapter 818 is in the pro-
cess of starting a flying club. See the web-
site and contact the chapter if interested.  
skagiteaa.org 

Remember, if you come to the airport 
– Bring your Passport! The stamp is on the 
outside wall of the Terminal Building.

By Bill Johnson
Balloon Roundup in Winthrop

The day has yet to dawn, but the cof-
fee is brewing and the chilly air is peace-
ful at the Gateway to the North Cascades. 
Across the valley the aeronauts are stirring 
and pulling on the layers to ward off the 
frigid temperatures. Most hot air balloon 
events are held in late spring and through 
summer to early fall, but this is an event 
like none other. This weekend the balloons 
will fly over the snowy Methow River val-
ley between two ridges of the Cascade 
Mountains in North Central Washington 
State. This is a majestic place to hover any 
year of the event, but this year with cur-
rent world events there’s a special sense of 
yearning to flee the unforgiving earth and 
reach for heavens above while we still have 
a chance to do so. 

The balloonists and crew are family, 
like any other aviator groups but with the 
added bonding experience of long road 
trips and intense physical workouts. A hot 
air balloon is a federally-certificated air-
worthy lighter-than-air aircraft which is 
generally stored in a dissembled state, usu-
ally in an enclosed cargo trailer. For each 
flight the pilot and crew must assemble 
the aircraft with the pilot making all final 
checks of all components and attachments. 
The assembly and disassembly is physical-
ly intense and exhausting, yet rewarding in 
much the same manner as team sports. 

All crew wear soft gloves, typically 
leather, to protect the envelope. The fan 
is started and inflation begins. The crew 
provide hands-on assistance with all nec-
essary inflation tasks as delegated or 
volunteered, and part of the adventure is 
learning a new part of the balloon each 
time. The pilot gauges the inflation prog-
ress and adds heat to the air with propane 
flames until the envelope rises to vertical 
while the pilot climbs into the basket and 
crew immediately provide body weight on 
the sides of the basket to avoid unintention-
al flight. Final flight preparations are made 
including canopy check and passengers 
are invited to gracefully enter the aircraft. 
Much like a powered aircraft briefing, only 
with different vocabulary and instructions, 
passengers are briefed for takeoff, flight, 
and landing, including advisement of po-
tential bounce and recovery.

Upon departure of the balloon, the 
crew pack up the support equipment and 
pile in for the chase, navigating the ground 
while tracking the balloon by sight and by 
radio (and, in modern times, by free apps 
such as Glympse or Google Maps). The 
crew has plenty of time for conversation 
while navigating the chase, and like other 
aviation gatherings much of the time is 
spent exchanging stories of past balloon 
events and sharing their level of balloon 
experience in terms of years, locations, 
and balloon types. When conditions al-
low, a coffee run or bathroom break might 
be worked in. This is also a good time to 
debrief the launch and brief the recovery. 
Sometimes balloon recovery involves less 
than favorable terrain, and often balloon 
recovery involves public relations in the 
form of property access permissions for 
balloon retrieval. 

Some balloons have turning vents, 
which are used 
to turn the bas-
ket to the left or 
right for view-
ing purposes, but 
which do not ac-
tually change the 
direction of the 
flight. A com-
mon misconcep-
tion is that there 
are no direction-
al controls for a 
balloon. This is 
true only in the 
sense that the 
balloon will fol-
low the wind and 
does not have its 
own directional 
control, but with 
mindful altitude 
selection the pi-
lot can often find 
an air current fa-
vorable to their 
desired direction 
of travel. With 

By Angel M. Base, Director at Large
enough variation, a balloon pilot may be 
able to “box the field” which is helpful at 
other events with competition days such as 
for ring toss or flour drop competitions. 

The Okanogan MOA was not always 
a place to fly a fleet of hot air balloons in 
the month of March. Legend has it that 
about thirty years ago an adventure group 
wanted to do balloon rides in a beautiful 
place so they contacted a commercial bal-
loonist who recruited others. The informal 
event became a regular rally and a favorite 
destination for balloonists and crew from 
around the Pacific Northwest. The no-
host event is currently organized by Kurt 
and Melinda Oakley, WPA member and 
spouse and owners of Morning Glory Bal-
loon Tours (http://www.balloonwinthrop.
com/index2.html). Kurt is the event bal-
loonmeister and valley weather guru, and 
is responsible for the propane and launch 
site arrangements with event sponsorship. 
However, this event is different from many 
summer rallies in that there is no formal 
sponsorship for individual balloons and 
the pilots and crew are responsible for 
their own lodging and meals. Many of the 
attending pilots are commercial pilots who 
sell rides to help cover expenses and for 
profit, but several are private balloon pilots 
who simply participate for the love of the 
flight with balloon friends in that location.

After the flight there is typically an 
initiation ceremony for first-time passen-
gers which is improvised by each pilot, 
and a recitation of the balloonists prayer. 
Pilots and crew then often share coffee and 
fellowship, and in the case of the Winthrop 
Roundup they’ll get together for break-
fast and more balloon stories. The day is 
then spent on napping to catch up on the 
pre-dawn sleep sacrifice, or on local ac-
tivities. In Winthrop, the winter activities 
are plentiful. Nearby can be found Nordic 
skiing, snowshoeing, backcountry skiing, 
snowmobiling, and sledding. Draft-horse-
pulled sleigh rides with or without dinner 
can be found up the ridge at Sun Moun-
tain Lodge, which offers grand views of 
the Valley from under a blanket. Friday 
afternoon offers the Winthrop Sip and 
Stroll, and Saturday night’s events include 
a Nighttime Balloon Glow. Adventurers 
traveling to the Winthrop Balloon Round-
up can find further information about the 
event and balloon rides at: https://win-
thropwashington.com/balloon-roundup/.

Hot air balloons are second only to 
babies for the most photogenic subject. 
Throughout a balloon launch, flight, and 
retrieval, there are plenty of opportunities 
for the taking and sharing of photographs 
(and some events even have balloon photo 
contests with opportunities for submis-
sions in various categories). As memories 
are made and recorded by cameras, plans 
are made for the next balloon event for an-
other family reunion. Whether the event is 
called a balloon stampede, a rally, a round-
up, or by any other reference, the idea is 
the same: pilots and crew are family and 
come together to share in the religious fel-
lowship of ballooning.

Winthrop’s Balloon Roundup shows its colors over the Methow Valley

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, but you now 
have another option.  When you renew your membership you have the option to check the Digital 

only box.  Then, you will not receive the printed copy, but you will receive the digital version. 
To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available and give you 

a link.  Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is an effort to save our 
Association money.  The WINGS publication is our largest expense. 

If you missed the chance to check the box and want to go digital only you can contact John Dobson, 
who can correct it for you.  Jdobson.mo@membersonlyinc.com 

WINGS GOES DIGITAL
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WPA Chapters Around the State

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on 
the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.
com 360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter 
meets the first Wednesday of each month 
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A 
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting 
starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President 
Clifton Pierschbacher.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.    
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
Chapter meets for lunch periodically with 
meetings announcements made by email.  
Current CCP members are included in the 
announcements. If you are not a current 
CCP member, and would like to attend a 
lunch, contact   For further information, 
contact Dr. Andrea Williams, drbdnz@
qmail.com or call 530-945-9234 or con-
tact Colette Miller at 714.364.5669. All 
aviators welcome.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-
1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter 
meets on an “as needed” basis at the ad-
ministration building located on the Deer 
Park Airport. For more information about 

Deer Park chapter and activities please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other 
chapter activities, including group 
fly-outs, WINGS programs and other 
special events please visit http://www.
wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.
pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-2994 or 
denningrashell@gmail.com.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month, except July, at 
10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For 
more information on activities, please 
call Chapter President David Divoky 
at 559-696-3247 or Vice-President Jeff 
Phillips at 206-228-0644.

METHOW VALLEY -  Chapter meetings 
are the second Wednesday of the month 
through April, then resume in September. 
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar at 
the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. Dinner 
starts at 6:00. Presentation starts at 6:30. 
Meeting starts after presentation.  Details 
are announced via emails and Facebook.  
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509) 
429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse: 
(509) 449-0185
MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chap-
ter has been formed with 20 members. 
For further information contact chapter 
President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The 
North Sound Chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month except July & 
August at the ARFF Conference Center at 
KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview 

Rd, Bellingham. Doors open at 6 PM, 
meeting at 7 PM. For more information 
contact Chapter President Royce Civico 
at 206-427-2338 ; zecyor@gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at 
6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further 
information contact Chapter President 
Lee Orr at 509-486-4502 or V.President 
Bob Ulrich at 509-429-2119. Chapter 
Treasurer is Lola Orr and Secretary is 
Ryan Christoph. 
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA 
or send email to paine-president@
wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 
425-891-8304.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade 
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas 
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun 
activities and how we can work together 
for a thriving pilot community. For further 
information contact chapter President 
Bill Johnson at 206-495-1396. 
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda 

at 360-281-0196 or email at a320grm@
aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at 
6 PM. Meeting program information can 
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more 
information contact chapter President 
Jon Weber, 509-280-2484, jweber@
parkwateraviation.com.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets 
at 6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. For informa-
tion contact Chapter President Jim 
Hightower, hightower46325@yahoo.
com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, location 
TBD. For meeting details and more info, 
contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.
com, 360-289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tues-
day of each month at 6 PM. Location is 
announced via an E-mail list. Contact 
Chapter President Klaus Marx to add 
your name to the list or for other chapter 
information. 907-723-4379 or klaus-
marx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of 
every month at 6:30 PM at Reno’s on the 
Runway. All are welcome. On most Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 till about 10:30, WPA 
and EAA pilots often gather for coffee and 
donuts at Yakima Airport Airpark on the 
south side of McAllister field, KYKM.  For 
chapter information, Contact Chapter 
President Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597 
or gcklingele@nwi.net. 

Most Chapters keep updated information 
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on 

the “Chapters” tab for more information.

Ph: 509 991.6133
bill.flo.moore@gmail.com



Page 8 - WPA Wings APRIL-MAY 2020

Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE 

CALENDAR!!
Have an event coming up?

Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

Washington Pilot Association
is committed to our membership & vendors, to keep 

General Aviation strong in Washington. We will soon be 
offering discounts to members and supporting vendors. 

It’s time to re-up your membership now!
The Washington Pilot’s Association will soon roll out the WPA Member Benefits 
Program. This Program connects quality general aviation vendors to the WPA or-
ganization and our serious and committed pilots. Through the Program, GA ven-
dors provide discounts on their products and services to WPA members, and WPA 
members purchase the discounted GA goods and services from Program vendors. 
Program vendors and WPA members become personally connected, and Program 
vendors also become connected the WPA’s organizational activities. 

With the Member Benefits Program, the WPA will provide DIRECT benefits to indi-
vidual members. With the Program, your membership will pay for itself in no time, 
and you will have more money for fuel! With an additional incentive for membership, 
the WPA will grow and expand it’s leading role ensuring that facilities and policies 
are in place to allow the spirit of GA adventure to continue to take flight, today and 
in the future. 

Here is the list of vendors who have already agreed to join the Program:

Vendor Name	 Location
Aviation Covers	 KAWO
Simulation Flight	 KPAE
Seattle Avionics	 Woodinville, WA
Fly Girl	 Bothell, WA
A.C. Propeller Service	 Seattle, WA
Sign Up Sign Comp	 Bothell, WA
Aircraft Spruce	 Corona, CA
Galvin Flight	 KBFI	
Pilot Medical Solutions	 Bethany, OK
Spenser Aircraft	 KPLU
Arlington Flight Service	 KAWO
Vashon Aircraft	 Woodinvill, WA
Northway Aviation	 KPAE
Normandy Aircraft	 Auburn, WA
Pacific Coast Avionics	 KUAO
Don Small & Sons Oil Dist.	 Auburn, WA

MARCH 2020
3/28	 8:30-12 pm	 Mountain Flying Basic course FAA WINGS credit; East Co Fire.  
		  Fly in to Grove (1W1)  Info Gary: A320grm@aol.com or
		  360.281.0196.

Advanced Avionics Solutions, LLC 
Coeur D’Alene Airport—Pappy Boyington Field 

10394 N Aero Drive, Hayden, ID  83835 

(509) 638-4142 

Garmin, King, Avidyne and more! 

ADS B, IFR Certs 

580+ Airparks - One Singular Community

APRIL 2020
4/2	 5-9 pm	 Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday. 
		  (You can Fly-in…) SUSPENDED TBD. Call 206-764-5711 
		  for update.
4/3	 12-3 pm	 Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (PWT) 
		  (Also 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24) SUSPENDED TBD. 
		  Call  360.710.3481 for update.
4/4	 9:30-3 pm	 Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout - (Also 4/11, 4/18,  & 
		  4/25)  SUSPENDED TBD.  Call  360.710.3481 for update.
4/18	 All Day	 Heritage Flight Museum -Skagit- Knock off the Moss. 
		  https://heritageflight.org/

MAY 2020
5/9	 Start 9 am	 Ranger Creek (21W) work party. Info Paul Wolf  360.618.2477                      
		  Green River Chapter supports
5/16	 9-11 am	 WPA Green River Chapter pancake breakfast and Green River 
		  College Airplane Wash  

Tear out and post in your hangar, shop, garage, FBO, 
home, classroom, etc. 

Jerry Barkley’s Pilots 
Benefit Program for WPA 
Members 

WEBSITE MANAGER NEEDED
The WPA is looking for a volunteer that can manage our website.  

While not a board position, the website manager works closely with the 
officers and directors on the board and has a huge influence on our public 

image and reach.  If you are interested or would like to learn more 
contact Les Flue or Marian Jenson 509.230.0315.


