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The Washington 
Pilots Association 
runs on the ener-
gy of volunteers.  
Volunteers con-
duct fly-ins and 
barbeques, volun-
teers go to Olym-
pia to persuade 
state legislators 
and to local port 
authorities and 
county boards to 
educate regional 

and community policy makers, volunteers 
create chapter events for the rest of us to 
attend, publish newsletters for us to read, 
and arrange safety seminars and other edu-
cational opportunities.    The most reward-
ing aspect of my position as president is the 
privilege of standing before the membership 
to recognize and present awards to those 
whose continued hard work and dedication 
make aviation viable, safer, and just plain 
more fun.  
	 Some contributions are visible, but some, 
no less important, are hidden from view, and 
herein lies my request.  I am asking for nom-
inations for the five awards we have to give.  
If you recognize a member in your chapter, 
or in some cases, a non-member, who exem-
plifies the criteria for these awards, please 
write up a nomination letter and send it to 
me.  We’ll present awards at the annual gen-
eral membership meeting at the NW Avia-
tion Conference at Puyallup in February.
	 The full description of each award is in 
the bylaws, but briefly
	 Pilot of the Year:  That licensed pilot 
judged to have contributed greatly to the 
advancement of general aviation throughout 
the year.
	 Dick Corey Award:  Our top award.  Dis-
tinguished record of accomplishment, pro-
motion of safety, promoting good relation-
ships with other associations, clubs, and the 
non-flying public.
	 Bernie Lyman Award:  A member who 
has worked beyond the normal call of duty 
to improve his or her chapter.
	 Harold Wilson Memorial:  To a person 
who has been active in contributing to public 
enlightenment about general aviation.  Not 
necessarily a member or a pilot.  
	 Right Stuff Award:  To a member who 
has encountered an extraordinary aviation 
event during the year.  
	 These awards give us the opportunity 
to recognize the hard work of volunteers 
that strengthens our purpose, furthers our 
mission, and improves our aviation experi-
ence.  Please help me find the most deserving 
among us.  

President’s 
Message…

George Steed, 
WPA President

Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation Legislative Update

Bowers Field, 
Ellensburg, WA... 
Update

Twelve months ago I wrote about 
airport mismanagement at Bowers Field. 
Central Washington University (CWU) 
and the County Commission were at odds 
over the future management of the airport 
. . . The County had recently closed run-
way 7 / 25 leaving 11 / 29 as the primary 
with no parallel taxiway. The revenue for 
the airport was less than stellar ($180,000 
annual income) in part because the Uni-
versity paid rent of $1 per year for the 
first 25 years of a 75 year lease. And the 
County contracted with CWU at $30,500 
per year to provide FBO services . . . not 
to include fuel. 

Bowers Field is an airport with unbe-
lievable potential. There is nothing to stop 
this airport from becoming “the” econom-
ic engine for the entire County. Unfortu-
nately that will not happen until the Coun-
ty Commissioners and Staff acknowledges 
that they do not have the expertise to run 
an airport. CWU understood this and last 
year attempted to become a co-sponsor. 
That effort failed. 

The FAA and WSDOT-Aviation Divi-
sion are limited in what they can do. The 
FAA holds the deed (1948) and the County 
has agreed to the FAA’s 39 financial Grant 

By John Dobson,
Government Affairs Director

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

View of downtown Seattle during Seafair 2019 as seen from the PBY.  See ‘Catalina’ story page 6

For many of us, flying has become rou-
tine. We are relatively confident when we 
leave the ground that we will return to our 
destination intact. Airplanes have become 
so reliable that our confidence level is very 
high. However, perhaps we need to be mind-
ful of our confidence levels, and the road it 
can lead us down. 

Two recent catastrophic airline crashes 
of the Boeing 737 Max airplanes have left us 
concerned with the safety and performance 
of modern aircraft. I have followed the 

events around these unfortunate incidents 
with much concern. I had the opportunity 
to talk with folks who know these airplanes 
very well and can answer questions sur-
rounding these accidents.

How does a safety system designed to 
prevent an accident stall and lead to an emer-
gency, that at first glance seems uncontrol-
lable? Is there a hidden problem within the 
aircraft? Can we solve this issue and put 
these airplanes back in the air? It seems the 
answer is easier than one might think.

Overriding this system as originally de-
signed is much easier than the press has led 
us to believe. When the system takes over 
the pilot can resume control of the aircraft by 
simply turning off two switches on the lower 
center console and then manually flying the 
aircraft and recovering the airplane to the 
desired altitude. To recognize the serious-
ness of this situation would require knowing 
the aircraft systems and intense training on 
the recovery techniques.

Of the four pilots involved in the two 
crashes, one of them supposedly had just 
200 hours of total time flight experience. 200 
hours and sitting in the right seat of a Boeing 
737 max? That truly doesn’t work for me. 

Flying creates muscle memory with-
in us that can come in handy when we are 
in a tight spot. Muscle memory is created 
through experience and training. Nothing 
can take the place of quality training to in-
crease safety. The industry has created full- 
motion simulators and spent millions of dol-
lars to train pilots in all types of emergency 
scenarios to gain the skills necessary to 
recognize and safely fly an aircraft through 
emergencies. 

Because of these very unfortunate 
events, Boeing has been unable to deliver 
the 737 Max to its loyal customers until a 
fix has been incorporated into the airplane. 

Boeing is continu-
ing to manufacture 
the airplane and 
then store them 
at various facili-
ties around the 
country. Presently 
there are close to 
one hundred new 
737’s at the Grant 
County Interna-
tional Airport in 
Moses Lake.

At the time of this writing the software 
redesign is finished and is undergoing flight 
testing with the goal of receiving FAA cer-
tification by late October. When that hap-
pens Boeing will begin installing the new 
software and preparing these airplanes for 
delivery.

Two switches, then fly the airplane and 
recover. Training is paramount, our safety 
depends on it!

“Those who cannot remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.” 

In the next column I will bring you up 
to date on the electric aircraft design work I 
talked about in the last Wings article. Until 
then Blue Skies and Tailwinds!

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of 
Washington and has been a professional 
pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 
20,000-logged hours. He currently holds an 
Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-en-
gine land with commercial privileges single 
engine land; he is also a Certificated Flight 
Instructor for both single and multi-engine 
airplane and instrument airplane. He lives 
on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, 
seven miles northeast of Moses Lake. Tom, 
represents the 13th District, and is currently 
serving his third term in the state House of 
Representatives.

(Continued on page 4)

State Rep. Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

737’s stored at Grant County International 
Airport in Moses Lake.

Assurances. The 9th Agreement requires 
PUBLIC HEARINGS. WSDOT-Avia-
tion Division exists to provide technical 
experteese. If the County fails to abide by 
the Grant Assurances the FAA needs to 
receive a complaint. WSDOT on the other 
hand can only act when it receives a re-
quest for help. 

With that in mind the County failed to 
comply with Washington State Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act and FAA Grant Agree-
ment policy . . . (Grant #9). Over the past 
several years the County worked through 
and completed their Airport Master Plan. 
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Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Pacific
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                             - -
Labor Income  $                         -   -
Output  $                         -   -

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 87,900$                 
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             1                              1 2 94,000 0.00%
Labor Income  $                26,000  $                 20,000 46,000$               3,311,700,000$     0.00%
Output  $                72,000 62,000$                 134,000$             10,160,600,000$   0.00%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                        -    $                         -    $                       -    $                  3,200 3,200$                 
Visitors  $                     800  $                      800  $                    800  $                  4,200 6,600$                 
Total  $                     800  $                      800  $                    800  $                  7,400  $                9,800 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                           -
 $                                                        -   
 $                                                        -   
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1725 Ocean Avenue Raymond, WA  98577

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 19 Federal: Airport Elevation:                16 
Associated City: South Bend (Raymond) Approach Category:
County: Pacific State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 1 FAA: IsA
Owner: Port of Willapa Harbor Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 5/25/2010
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -           
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 0 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -           
Medical Transport Single-Engine 4
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 5/25/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 4 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 5/25/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 4              -     28          
Operations 3,813       -     24,000   

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-                                         
-                                         
-                                         

Cessna 210

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

A: < 91 
knots

Asphalt

The Port of Willapa Harbor operates the Willapa Harbor Airport located five miles west of Raymond
in Pacific County. The Port began acquiring land for the airport in 1936. Construction was
accelerated during the war. In 1944, competition was delayed; the airport was not considered
necessary for the war effort. In 1947, construction resumed and the airport was dedicated in 1949.
Today, the airport features a 3000-foot paved runway, a parallel taxiway, tie downs, runway lights,
and hangers.

Local Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0 0 0
Military Local 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 3250 3250 3250 3250
General Local 563 563 563 563
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227 Bellevue Way NE, PMB 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
PMB 397, 227 Bellevue Way NE

Bellevue, WA 98004-9721
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pi-
lots Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Willapa Harbor Airport 
is a fun place to visit – es-
pecially the last Saturday in 
July when the Willapa Har-
bor (2S9) Pilots Association, 
EAA Chapter 1528, puts on 
their annual fly-in and oyster 
feed.  There are fresh Wil-
lapa Bay oysters, salad, des-
sert, and beverage included 
right at the airport. 

The airport is located Northwest of South Bend and West of Raymond at the entrance 
to Willapa River off Willapa Bay and the Pacific Ocean.  It is near the North Willapa Bay 
Wildlife Area which is made up of multiple properties that are primarily managed for the con-
servation of critical estuarine and coastal wetland habitats. There are public clam and oyster 
beds as well as public fishing peers.  The area provides visitors with numerous recreational 
possibilities including hunting, fishing, boating, and wildlife viewing.

The airport has an interesting history.  The Port District Act of 1911, passed by the Wash-
ington state legislature, provided a means for developing public port facilities. The act autho-
rized the formation of port districts that could develop port facilities and fund the projects with 
property taxes, bond issues, operating income, and 
other prescribed means.

In 1936 voters approved a change to the compre-
hensive plan authorizing the development of an air-
port. Pacific County transferred its airport to the Port 
in 1939. The Port worked on improvements in con-
junction with the Civil Aeronautics Administration 
and opened an expanded airport in September 1949. 

In the 1930s, a number of Washington commu-
nities, using funds provided by the Depression-era 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Public 
Works Administration (PWA), built or purchased ex-
isting airports, in large part to accommodate postal 
service flights. Even before America’s entry into 
World War II, fears of attack on the Pacific Northwest 
led to many of these airports being quickly converted 
to military fields. 

In Washington State, at least 17 municipal or lo-
cal airports became army and navy military airfields.  
Among those was The Pacific County Airport which 
was established near South Bend. During World War 
II the military started improving and expanding the airport, but it was unfinished at the end 
of the war.

The facility, which became Willapa Harbor Airport, was completed by the Coast Guard 
in 1946.  It is located on SR105, five miles west of Raymond and features a recently asphalt 
paved, 3,000 foot-long and 52 foot-wide general aviation service runway 11/29 on an East-
West orientation with rotating beacon and radio-activated runway lights. The taxi-way was 
also recently paved with a two-inch overlay.

There are currently four hangars with hangar space available along with tie-downs for 
five aircraft.  There is also a new pilot ready room with phone, rest room and an area to relax 
between flights or to plan the next flight.  This includes the Fly Washington Stamp for your 
Passport Book.  Taxi service and rental cars are available in South Bend or Raymond.   

The Port owns approximately 332 acres of diked land and is currently developing an area 
north of the taxiway for additional hangar space.  Vacant land adjacent to the runway and en-
trance road is adequate to provide space to accommodate new development.  Light industrial 
uses are to be prioritized.

Willapa Bay, the eight rivers feeding it, and the calm waters of the many sloughs and 
inlets provide excellent kayaking and bird watching. The ocean beach is only 30 minutes from 
Raymond, and a wide variety of tourist attractions are available an hour north to Westport or 
an hour south to the Long Beach Peninsula.

A trail that stretches around Willapa Bay, touching some of the most beautiful spots on 
the shoreline and providing spectacular views of sandy beaches, dune grasslands, coastal pine 
forests, and wildlife at play. The Willapa Bay Water Trail is one of the first two trails in Wash-
ington designed for kayaks, canoes and other non-motorized, bleachable boats. Water trails 
offer views of Northwest scenery and wildlife while providing access to pull-outs, campsites 
and other public amenities along the way.

The 57-mile Willapa Hills Trail is a rail trail connecting Raymond and South Bend to 
Chehalis. The trail parallels Highway 6 and proceeds along the Willapa River between the 
two cities.

The trail offers beautiful views of the rivers and hills. The trail traverses the Port dock 
area in Raymond as well as the Stan Hatfield 
South Fork Industrial Park.

Willapa Harbor Airport’s new Pilots’ 
Lounge

Willapa Harbor Airport
By Marian Jensen

Willapa Harbor Airport and surrounding area.

Willapa Harbor
1725 Ocean Avenue Raymond, WA  98577

Airport Businesses and Visitors

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

AIRPORT BUSINESSES
Counties in Impact Region: Pacific
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs on the airport footprint (excluding businesses that are not aviation-dependent).
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs located on the airport footprint.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original business activity that remains in the economic impact region

(some business activity will be exported outside of the region).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Estimated Economic Impact Direct Total Impact
Jobs                             - -
Labor Income  $                         -   -
Output  $                         -   -

VISITOR SPENDING
Impact Region: Washington State (once visitors land they may spend their money throughout the state).
Total Visitor Spending: Estimated total annual spending by visitors traveling through this airport.
Direct Jobs: Estimated jobs supported by the total estimated visitor expenditures.
Direct Labor Income: Estimated income paid to the Direct Jobs supported by visitor expenditures.
Direct Output: Estimated value of original visitor spending that remains in the state (some visitor spending

dollars paid to businesses will be exported out of the state).
Indirect/Induced Impacts: Increases in regional impacts from the local re-spending of direct dollars.
Total Impacts: The sum of Direct, Indirect, and Induced Impacts, for a total regional impact.

Total Estimated Visitor Spending: 87,900$                 
Direct Indirect/Induced Total Impact All State Impacts % State Impact

Jobs                             1                              1 2 94,000 0.00%
Labor Income  $                26,000  $                 20,000 46,000$               3,311,700,000$     0.00%
Output  $                72,000 62,000$                 134,000$             10,160,600,000$   0.00%

FISCAL IMPACTS

Estimated Taxes Paid to Each Jurisdiction Type
Cities Counties Special Districts State Total Taxes

Airport Businesses  $                        -    $                         -    $                       -    $                  3,200 3,200$                 
Visitors  $                     800  $                      800  $                    800  $                  4,200 6,600$                 
Total  $                     800  $                      800  $                    800  $                  7,400  $                9,800 
NOTE: Tax estimates include Aircraft Excise Tax, Property Tax, Business & Occupation Tax, Sales Tax, Aviation Fuel Tax,
            State and Local Utility Taxes, Rental Car Tax, and Lodging Tax.
            Special Districts include Transit, Schools, Hospitals, Fire, EMS, Parks, Ports, Utilities, and others.

Estimated Regional Impacts from Visitor Spending

Economic and Fiscal impacts calculated for each airport start with activity that can be
directly associated with the airport, namely the businesses operating at the airport and the
visitors traveling through the airport. For economic impacts, multiplier effects are estimated
from this initial activity as portions of wages and business and visitor spending are re-spent
within the local economy. Impacts of airport businesses are analyzed within the defined
economic impact region, visitor spending is analyzed statewide, since once visitors land they
may spend their dollars throughout the state. For fiscal impacts, taxes paid to various types
of jurisdictions from this business and visitor activity are estimated.

NOTE: All impacts are shown in 2010 dollars.

Estimated Regional Impact from Airport Businesses
Indirect/Induced

                                                           -
 $                                                        -   
 $                                                        -   
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By Don Fitzpatrick, Vice President, East
Regional events have 

turned out great this year.  
While Eastern Washington 
was “the region” we had 
lots of folks from the West 
side too.  I think it shows 
that this is what WPA 
members want.  Namely, 
good events (often bigger 
than small chapters can 
easily put on); events that 
offer flying; and events that 
help us meet other pilots. 
My goal for 2020 is to have 
more events and have them 
on both the East and West 
sides.

The fourth event this 
year was hosted by the 
Methow Valley Chapter 
(Rick LeDuc, President) 
and consisted of a one day 
seminar on back coun-
try flying, given by Jeff 
Fouche, (of Lattitude Avia-
tion in Hayden Idaho) on 
August 24th. 50 airplanes 
showed up at a hangar in the 
Methow Valley at Methow 
Valley State airport S52. 
Coffee, orange juice, and 
muffins got everyone 
there on time.  Lunch, of 
pulled pork sandwiches, 
was served and everyone 
seemed to enjoy the semi-
nar and learn.

There were over 18 
campers, 16 people in ho-
tels and motels, and many 
locals who flew home to 
Chelan, Okanogan, and 
elsewhere to spend their 
night.

Sunday, the 25 early in 
the morning (6:30) 5 groups 
of flyers, all named after birds ( Osprey, 
Ravens, Eagles, Hawks, Falcons) met for 
their individual briefings, and took off in 
a prearranged order.  Each group had a 
leader, a distinct frequency, and a planned 
route.  The groups went to five different 
back country airports.  Some served re-
freshments.  All had a stamp for your pass-
port.  They ranged from 1500 feet with 
wide open approaches to 3800 feet next 
to an impressive hillside, grass strips with 
dog legs, and airports in valleys with tall 
mountains on both sides and tall trees on 
the approach and both sides of the strips. 
Significant pucker factor!

Success!  Good fun.  No incidents.  
No accidents.  No damage.  People were 

Fourth Regional Event 
Back-Country Seminar

Bird Strike at 
Priest River, ID
By Dave Lucke, Past WPA President

On August 12 at about 11:30 AM, Spokane pilot Derek Mulgrew departed runway 19 
at Priest River, Idaho, in beautiful VMC weather that we all long for.  Derek flies a very 
pristine 1964 C-182.  

Shortly after takeoff with 
about 500 ft. AGL, in a left turn 
headed for Cavanaugh Bay on 
Priest Lake, Derek was just re-
tracting the flaps and WHAM, 
all hell broke loose.  It was about 
30 seconds of pure terror that 
seemed like minutes.  He lost his 
headset and sun glasses, there 
was deafening noise and there 
was a terrified bird in his face, 
dying!  

Derek said it was all he 
could do to control the airplane 
and clean the blood, guts and 
feathers off his face.  He was 
able to get the airplane back on 
the ground at the Priest River 
airport where the EMT’s and 
Firemen are stationed for the 
area.  They got Derek cleaned 
up and did not find any damage 
to him other that minor cuts and 
bruises.  

The bird did not fare so 
well.  Derek and the EMT’s said 
the airplane stunk like dead fish, 
blood and guts which were ev-
erywhere.  Derek’s insurance 
will probably help restore the 
airplane.  In the meantime he is 
forced to travel in his 2004 TBM 750.  It’s a great airplane for getting around the continent 
but probably not the best for flying into Cavanaugh Bay.

Planes arriving.
Derek’s C-182 showing jagged front windscreen from bird 
strike

WSCAA Holds October 
Conference

Campers set up.

The Washington State Community Airports Association (WSCAA) in conjunction 
with Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Aviation Division will hold 
its next conference on October 24 and 25. The conference is open to the public. 

This fall’s conference will be in Leavenworth at the Icicle Inn located at 505 Highway 2. 
Contact numbers there are (509) 548-7000 or (800) 961-0162. Their website is www.iciclev-
illage.com. When making room reservations please state that you are with the Washington 
State Community Airports Association group.  A reception will be held at the Icicle Inn 
between 5:30 and 7:00 on Wednesday evening the 23rd. 

Maintaining and improving our system of airports, and particularly our community air-
ports, takes dedication and communication. Public sponsors must stay engaged, volunteers 
must continue to be committed, planners and engineers must do excellent work with often 
limited funds. 

Some of the major topics discussed during the conference will include: An Aviation 
Safety Update with FAA Safety Team Program Manager Robert Ticknor, aviation accident 
trends and how pilots can help prevent future accidents, Agriculture drone data services 
with Michael Moore, detecting plants in distress due to insects, disease, and more using 
drones and multi-spectrum cameras.  

There will also be a pilot panel on, “How to build a strong pilot community at my air-
port” with WPA, RAF and the EAA Kelso Chapter.  Also to be discussed will be, “Aviation 
Disaster Response – A Real World Story” with Bill Quistorf and Ron Mondragon and les-
sons learned in the Oso Landslide.

WSCAA conferences support statewide aviation efforts because they promote network-
ing, learning and sharing.  

Inside the cockpit of Derek’s aircraft shows large bird remints

ecstatic and everyone went home with a 
smile on their face, claiming they learned 
a lot and had fun.  (Did you know that 
“Having Fun is Serious Business!)

Thank you Methow Valley for pro-
viding all your support:  Air Boss, Park-
ing staff, check in desk, meal preparation, 
transportation, loaner cars, and every oth-
er assistance you can think of.

Will it happen again?   Yes, in fact 
Moses Lake is planning a Backcountry 
seminar on September 28th.  You should 
go.  Contact Larry Wheat (chapter presi-
dent) at 206-819-2352 lwheat2083@gmail.
com or Rod Richeson at 503-264-1320 
Cervelorod@gmail.com. This one fea-
tures Amy Hoover, a top notch instructor, 
backcountry flyer, and professor at CWU.

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

Pilots at the seminar.
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Good News, 
Bad News.

First the Good:  
Director David 
Fleckenstein just 
signed 20 YEAR 
leases for the three 
Snake River State 
airstrips (Lower 
Granite, Lower 
Monumental and 
Little Goose.) It 
has taken 8 years 

to renegotiate the “5-year” lease, so it’s a 
bit remarkable that our persistent Paul Wolf 
talked the Corps of Engineers into the longer 
lease period.  Incidentally, the Corps has just 
extended the comment period on two Master 
Plan updates affecting our aviation opportu-
nities.  From reviewing the “overview”, only 
boating, fishing and hiking is recognized (i.e. 
no aviation…) I got on my high horse and 
submitted the following:

As with boating, hiking and fishing, rec-
reational opportunities offered by the State 
airstrip adjacent to the dam are important 
to a diverse community of citizens. That the 
State of Washington is renewing the lease as-
sures maintenance by volunteers and state 
personnel for safe and beneficial use should 
continue for 20 years. The airstrip should be 
recognized in the updated master plan.

I beg y’all to do the same: Just Google 
“Little Goose Master Plan” and “Lower 
Monumental Master Plan” and fill out the 
painless comment form to remind the Corps 
that “we’re here, too!”

Now for the Bad:
Vandalism continues at our 

airports. Last year I reported on 
having to repair the heavy steel 
gate at Ranger Creek. This year 
it was less egregious when some-
body swiped the Passport Stamp, 
depriving folks of a chance to win 
that jacket. For prevention, I built 
and installed a lockbox.

Airports Report

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

2020 Membership Renewals are in full swing. The 2019 Membership count ended at 1024, 
just slightly less than 2018 total of 1038. While this is good news, we need to set our sights 
higher for 2020 in order to meet funding requirements for our members’ benefits without rais-
ing dues.

Renewal letters go out the first week of October. This is our main source of membership 
drive efforts. So, look for yours in the mail soon. Every renewal and new member sign up is 
critical if we are to have the cash available for expenses, special projects and benefits for our 
members.

All bills are current
With recent upgrades and updates by Les Flue, the WPA website is working and looking 

great. And, the Management System is working better than ever. Members will soon be able 
to print their own WPA membership cards in order to take advantage of the WPA Member 
Benefits Program.

As a reminder to all, the WPA mailing address has changed to:
	 Washington Pilots Association
	 1100 Bellevue Way N.E., Ste 8A (Box 397)
	 Bellevue, WA 98004
This should be used on all collateral pieces and for all vendors.
Each of us has an opportunity to increase WPA membership. Every current member and 

every officer has the opportunity to solicit for new members and bring those members who are 
not current back into the fold.   Let’s all help support GA in Washington State.

Treasurer’s Report
By Bud Smilanich, WPA State Treasurer

There have been two recent no-injury 
“incidents” at two of our state airports; a 
prop strikes at Woodland and a nose over at 
Bandera.  I’m not the NTSB but would class 
both as “pilot judgment issues” and will now 
preach a bit:  We are lucky to have State and 
other small airports available for our use, 
both for recreation and emergencies such 
as weather diversions.  But not all are like 
Methow (5000’, paved, lighted); for good rea-
sons, the Chart Supplement for each advises 
contacting WSDOT prior to use.  

Recently at Stuart Island, a boat was 
vandalized, a lock and security cable were 
cut and stolen, and several boats have been 
untied at Prevost dock near “our” cabin. It’s 
hard to comprehend such stuff going on at 
that location. I asked one of our registered 
guests to attend the Owners board meeting 
during his visit to see if there’s anything we 
could do (other than keep an eye out.)

Minor Bad News: What Part of PPR 
(Prior Permission Required) don’t you un-
derstand? At Stuart Island around August 
29, two drop-ins, described as “…clueless 
relative to the protocols…” stopped for a visit 
and announced themselves as WPA mem-
bers. One in a Carbon Cub with big tires and 
another in an RV (one airplane tail number 
ended in “22G”.  If you recognize yourself, 
please give me a call for a friendly discus-
sion so the WPA can continue our excellent 
relationship with the Owners.) The WPA has 
every right to visit 7WA5 and enjoy our as-
set, but we need to be mindful that Prior Per-
mission is a must.

Winter is coming, please fly wisely but 
keep flying. If we get an Indian Summer, 

check out the 
“Butterfly Ef-
fect” and take a 
reporter, legisla-
tor, neighbor or 
a kid for a ride.

Download the WPA Teamup 
Calendar from the App Store today!
Don and June Fitzpatrick spend a great deal of 
time putting together the WPA “Fly-for Fun” Calen-
dar. They send out an email to as many friends as 
they can with hard copy attached. They also make 
sure the calendar gets posted to the WPA website. 
But what happens if you don’t have access to a 
computer? You’re at the pilots lounge or chatting 
with a friend on the phone . . . Where are we going 
this weekend?  When is the Republic Fly in? When is 
Arlington?

Planning for your next fly-out 
adventure has never been easier. 

This is simple . . . follow the links below
 https://www.teamup.com/apps/

• Teamup for Android 
   (Samsung, Nexus, HTC, Huawei, …)
• Teamup for iOS (iPhone, iPad, …)

When asked insert the following WPA Calendar Key:  ks4fc9b1660c5f5af3 

Nuke-proof lockbox – may be pilot-proof…

The WPA has been aware of numerous complaints surrounding the approval of said Mas-
ter Plan. The tenants were left out of the planning process. Last July a local pilot sent 
in a written request for a copy, “. . . of all notices for all airport master plan meetings.” 
The County failed to acknowledge receipt of said request “in-writing” within the State’s 
required 5 working day limit. And as of this writing the County has yet to provide the re-
quested documentation. To the FAA and WSDOT; since you were part of this master plan 
process, how was the community notified of the meetings? 

Last year and again this Spring I presented a simple business plan outline; see last 
year’s WINGS article. Before an airport sponsor begins discussing Rent Rates they should 
begin with a review of their “Leasing Policy” . . . maybe include basic policies, terms, 
length of leases, options, etc. . . . look at different types of leases; aeronautical, non-
aeronautical, commercial and non-commercial. Only then should you move to the creation 
of a lease. Make sure the lease is written in such a way that tenants and or investors are 
made to feel welcome. None of that happened. According to Commissioner Cory Wright 
the Commission and Staff created a “NEW” lease (Not a leasing policy) in Executive Ses-
sion. The end product was brought to a public vote and is now in place . . . NO PUBLIC 
INPUT!

From this new lease take notice of Section 22; Modification or Termination Due to 
Changed Federal or State Regulations . . . allows the County to “. . . modify the terms 
of this lease . . . including cancelling the unexpired portion of this lease and re-letting 
the property to another tenant . . . (and) shall do so only upon one hundred twenty 
(120) days written notice . . .” The predicate allowing such modification; “in the event 
any Federal or State regulation governing airports or county property is amended in a way 
that impacts the (County’s) ability to lease, use, control, protect or maintain the Property”. 
Is this something you would agree to? According to Mr. Mark Cook, Public Works Direc-
tor & acting Airport Manager, this Section 22 language was “required” by the FAA. Both 
Commissioners Brett and Wright were also told that this language was incorporated into 
the Yakima Airport Lease. That is simply not true. 

As a side note I personally sent a copy of this lease to the FAA for review with the as-
sumption that they had already been involved. Their response was simple and direct, “We 
have not been asked to review the attached lease”. The County Administrator sent a copy 
of the Lease to WSDOT Aviation Division for their review. Following seven working days 
the county sent the Aviation Division the following, “The Board of County Commission-
ers has given staff direction to go forward with the use of this lease.  Spending additional 
time for your review isn’t necessary”.

Last April I met with the County Commission and Staff. Part of our discussions cen-
tered on the rent terms within current and future leases. The CWU Lease is now $.02 per 
square foot while the GA community is paying $.12 per foot. Staff is now recommending 
$.14 per foot. Note, the rate structure of $.12 or $.14 implies the value of an acre of land 
in Kittitas County is $62,726 and $73,180 respectively. I strongly suggested that any fair 
market rate structure should begin with the “baseline” value of the dirt. When confronted 
about that Commissioner Laura Osiadacz stated that, “we will have to vote on that”. Of 
course nothing has happened.

Put yourself in the position of being an aircraft / business owner looking for a location 
to from which to operate. Why would you invest in Bowers Field? By the way, Section 7 of 
this new lease prohibits, “any type of commercial activity from said premises”. I can think 
of 4999 OTHER airports that would appreciate my business. 

There is a tremendous sense of frustration within the aviation community with the 
management of Bowers Field. I can only hope that someday soon we will see a giant bill-
board to the entrance to Bowers Field . . . “Under New Management”.

Bowers Field Continued
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Eastern Wash-
ington had five 
fly-ins during the 
past two months:  
including the Sul-
livan Bay Splash 
in, the Fitzpat-
rick-O’Keefe Irish 
fly-in, Felts Field 
Autumn Antique 
Aircraft Fly in, 
the EAA Colfax 

Fly-in, and Wings and Wheels at Richland.  
In addition, two events were held: both 
Backcountry Seminar events one hosted 
by the Methow Valley Chapter in August 
and the other by the Moses Lake chapter in 
September. These and other nearby fly-ins 
in Idaho, Oregon, and Western Washington 
provided lots of opportunity for flying, with 
the weather to match.

We were pleased to see a growth of 
63 members in Eastern Washington (as 
reported elsewhere in this issue).  But, we 
know we can do even better and our efforts 
continue.  We are still working on building 
the existing chapters, and re-establishing 
Ellensburg, Walla Walla, and we’ve even 
had some interest from Chelan.

Our members seem to be going farther 
from home, meeting new pilots, and are 
actively pursuing the Fly Washington Pass-
port program.

I enjoyed traveling to Oshkosh this 
year and spent three days there seeing more 
aviation related programs, displays, and 
exhibits than I usually see in three years.  
It’s a great experience. if you get the chance 

Eastside Report

Don Fitzpatrick
Vice President, East

I was talking to 
a friend of mine 
at the Arling-
ton Fly-In this 
year and he had 
just completed 
a flight the day 
before that would 
get your head 
shaking.  What 
a story it was!  It 
stared out with 
hearing on the 

radio, “Lear, rolling at one hundred feet.”  
Yes, there he was sitting in his RV-12 
holding short, about ready to announce his 
takeoff intensions, and hearing those exact 
words.  

WOW!  He told me he was making a 
quick flight that nice afternoon flying the 
pattern for runway 22 when he heard on 
the radio, “Lear, fifteen miles out, straight 
in for runway 29.”  The RV-12 was already 
on downwind for landing on runway 22, 
so he continued to announce his radio calls 
turning base and final.  

When he was at about three feet on fi-
nal this Lear jet approached from the left.  
Out of the corner of his eye he saw the air-
craft just in time to perform a go around.  
So, after coming around to land and taxi 
back for takeoff again on runway 22 this 
Lear had not said a word until announcing 
his “rolling at one hundred feet!” 

I could tell my friend was discouraged 
and I could see why. People get set in their 
ways sometimes, and look forward to do-
ing the things they do the same every time.  
Doing that in the pilot world can lead to 
complacency.  In this particular incident, 
my friend felt it important to share it with 
me because he was a concerned pilot. 

Yes, it bugged him that some pilots 
out there, “just do not get it.” They are not 
the only one using the runway and they do 
not have the airport to themselves. “Com-
munication is key.” The Airman Informa-
tion Manual (AIM) discusses traffic pat-
terns and communications.  We as pilots 
know the AIM is pretty much a Standard 
Operating Procedures guide in the pilot 
world. Pilot hand signals in Alaska are the 

Safety & Education Report
same ones used in Florida or California. 
Radio communications are the same way. 

Therefore, we had a jet who operated 
around the airport as if maybe he owned 
the place without communicating.  For all 
we know, maybe he was communicating 
on two frequencies and the CTAF was not 
the primary.  So maybe, “Lear, rolling at 
100 feet” was to tell his dispatch he was 
almost airborne.  Could it be possible he 
skipped a checklist item?  Radios; tuned 
and identified?   

Communicate your intentions, keep 
your head on a swivel, and scan for traffic. 
Who knows, you might just find it pass-
ing you left to right as you’re both about to 
land on a runway.

In other news, AeroVonics LLC, a 
new company out of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, is entering the avionics market 
with their new AV-20-S and AV-30 mul-
tifunction display gyros. The AV-20-S is a 
two inch, self-contained unit that provides 
12 functions including angle of attack in 
addition to pop-up display, G-meter, atti-
tude, clock, outside air temperature, true 
airspeed, and bus voltage to name a few. 
The AV-30 is a digital dual mode attitude 
and direction indicator designed to replace 
the legacy vacuum driven instruments in 
older aircraft. Both the AV-20-S and AV-
30 are round displays, which can help you 
save on installation costs, as you do not 
have to cut up your panel.  While the com-
pany is new, the founder, Jeff Bethel, was 
a cofounder of Aspen Avionics and also 
worked at Trimble Navigation, UPS Avia-
tion Technologies, Eclipse Aviation, and 
Bendix/King. You can check them out at 
https://aerovonics.com.

Also, uAvionix finally received 
supplemental type certificate (STC) ap-
proval for its tailBeacon rear position light 
which incorporated Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) out so-
lution on September 13th and are now in 
the process of shipping orders out. We are 
down to the last few months for having to 
comply with ADS-b. Don’t wait until it’s 
too late.

Fly safe!

By Ken Davies , Safety 
& Education Director

As of Septem-
ber 2nd we have 
1,024 WPA mem-
bers for the 2019 
calendar year.  
While 2019 may 
still have four 
months left our 
annual mem-
bership number 
counts really end 
on September 1st 

each year.  This is because all new mem-
bers who join WPA on or after on Septem-
ber 1st are members for both the remainder 
of 2019 and all of 2020.  This process gets 
all new WPA members on the same calen-
dar year as our renewing WPA members.  

Our 1,024 WPA members are dis-
tributed in the 29 WPA Chapters per the 
WPA Chapter Summary included in this 
newsletter.  We attracted a total of 188 new 
members in 2019 but we also lost a simi-
lar number of members from the previous 
year.  And so we have maintained mem-
bership numbers of a bit more than 1,000 
members over the past four years per the 
4-Year Chart.  

About 65% of our current members 
paid their membership dues via credit/deb-
it card on the State WPA web site.  Some 
of our members experienced problems 
with this method of payment but we now 
seem to have these problems solved which 
is a good thing as the 2020 membership re-
newal process will soon be underway.  By 
the time you read this you will probably 
have received an email indicating that the 
2020 WPA membership renewal process is 
underway.  About 35% of our membership 
dues are collected by the local WPA chap-
ters via personal check payments.  This il-

Rich Jones, State WPA 
Membership Director

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

WPA is working to advance the 
interests of general aviation in 

Washington State.

JOIN WPA

lustrates the important roles that both the 
local WPA Chapters and the State WPA 
organizations play in maintaining our 
membership.  

W I NG S 
Electronic Version Available

Your favorite newsletter, the WPA WINGS, is available by 
electronic subscription.  The default delivery of WINGS is by 
way of snail mail.  I am a dinosaur and like to read the print ver-
sion of WINGS and the Wall Street Journal.  To “Opt Out” of 
the snail mail version, go to the website, www.wpaflys.org and 
log into the member management portion using your user name 
and password.  You can edit your own member information.  If 
you select electronic version you will not get the print version of 
WINGS.  You can always view and download WINGS newslet-
ters from the newsletter archive on the website.  If you can’t or 
don’t want to log into the management system please send me 
an email, DAVE@BSCENGR.COM and I will make the re-
quested changes for you.		

Your Humble Servant,   Dave Lucke

Membership Report

take it.
We got to the back country of Idaho 

twice. We love to go there and relax in the 
remote areas and can recommend a couple.  
The new lodge at Big Creek is lovely and the 
food was great.  Garden Valley has a great 
grass strip, modern toilet facilities, bikes to 
borrow, good camping, and it’s near a river.

Due to the lack of smoke this year I 
think Eastern Washington had a very suc-
cessful summer in highlighting some of the 
fun spots to fly to for everyone in the state.  
These include Stehekin, Sullivan Lake, the 
ever-popular Republic fly-in, Coulee City, 
Tri Cities, Walla Walla, and others.

You all from the West side are welcome 
to come over and enjoy our facilities.  You 
will find good flying, friendly people, and 
that peace and quiet you dream about dur-
ing your commute.
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Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 
Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business 

or leisure travel. Come visit us at 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and 

The Skyway Café.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

FBO Services include: 
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts 
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 
Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 

 

On Saturday, August 24th, the Spokane Chapter of the WPA took a group of 
children from the Hutton Settlement in Spokane on an outing to Cavanaugh Bay 
on Priest Lake, ID.  They were able to spend the day hanging out, playing in the 
water, boating and just being kids.  The weather was perfect and, as usual, every-
one had a great time.  This is an annual event and it is always a lot of fun for all 
involved.  

Many thanks to the pilots who donated their time, planes and skill to make this 
event happen! The aircraft used are small 4-6 seat aircraft flown by these pilots for 
business and personal travel.  

Hutton Settlement, located in the Spokane Valley, is a safe, structured envi-
ronment which provides long-term stability for children from families in chronic 
need or crisis. For many of the children it was their first time flying in any type of 
aircraft so there was a mix of apprehension as well as excitement.  

The pilots enjoy meeting the kids and giving them a taste of aviation and the 
children have a great time at the lake and get to see the world from a bird’s eye 
view.”  The WPA has provided these flights for the kids for the past several years 
and this year they were able to take 10 children, as well as 2 staff members.  

The pilots who volunteered are: Roger Berstch, Mike Scalera, Dave Lucke, 
Joe Maridon, Leonard Christian and Steve Payne.  Also Thank You to Tom and 
Marcia Morris for driving to Cavanaugh Bay to ready the boat.  

We also want to give a special Thank You to Crown Jewel Water Sports for 
donating a boat, tubes and equipment to our group to use for the day. This made 
the event extra special and fun for these kids!

Hutton Settlement Visits 
Cavanaugh Bay with WPA
By Donna Childs, WPA Spokane Board Memeber

One Hour in a Catalina
Sometimes you get to do 

something so unexpected that 
it almost takes your breath 
away.

Those were my feelings 
when I found out the day be-
fore the event that I would get 
to ride in a Catalina. It had long 
been a dream – ever since see-
ing “Forever”,to fly in a PBY 
while fighting a fire.  I had 
even gone as far as to ask one 
of the PBY pilots at Deer Park 
what rating or qualifications I 
would need to ride through the 
experience.  He laughed.  

Anyway, there we were at 
the Orcas Island Fly-In, plan-
ning to staff a 99’s booth the 
next day at The Museum of 
Flight during Seafair.  My hus-
band Tom told me that a good 
friend of his, Faisal Jaswal, 
would be riding in the Catali-
na during its demonstration at Seafair.  
Faisal is on the board of the PBY Naval 
Air Museum at Oak Harbor, and had 
arranged for the PBY from the Catalina 
Preservation Society in Victoria. B.C. 
to fly at Seafair.  Her nose art reads, 
“Shady Lady”.  Faisal had asked if Tom 
would like to go along.  Tom said he 
knew someone who would love to – 
ME!  

Our captain was Oliver Evans sit-
ting left seat.  In real life Evans is a 787 
Captain.  Right seat was Ross Vissers, 
who has also flown the Martin Mars, 
and the Crew Chief was Jim Derwyn.  
At 11:40 our crew chief gave us a brief-
ing on the ground and we then boarded 
at 11:50.  Once on board we were given 
another briefing on where to go and 
what to do if an emergency occurred 
such as having to land on the water.  
Well, a girl can hope.  

We departed at 12:23 and landed at 
12:53.  The engines were shut down at 
12:59.  WOW!  It was magical – like 
flying above Seafair in a glass bubble.  
I did spend most of the time after we 
were airborne in the section of the air-
craft with blisters.  What a sight with 
all the boats lined up to see hydroplane 
racing and the Blue Angles.          

Designed as a long range bomber 
by Consolidated Aircraft in 1935, the 
Catalina’s role was expanded from a 
Convoy Escort to a Submarine hunter, 
a Coastal patrol boat, an invisible Night 
bomber, and excelled at Search and 
Rescue of downed pilots and seamen.

Consolidated PBY-5A Canso 11024 
(now dubbed “Shady Lady”) began her 
life in 1943 fresh off the Cartierville, 
Quebec assembly line. Built by Boe-
ing Canada for the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, she was taken on strength in 
December, 1943 by Western Air Com-
mand and stationed at #3 Operational 
Training Unit RCAF Station Pat Bay on 

Vancouver Island. 
Daily Diary entries for RCAF #3 

OTU Pat Bay indicates the weather to 
be 1600 foot ceiling and visibility un-
limited the evening of February, 8th, 
1944 as Canso 11024 flew solo circuits 
her first day on the job.

Over the next 61 years she under-
went many modifications preparing for 
her multi-role Military and Civilian ca-
reer. Crisscrossing the skies of Canada, 
from Patricia Bay and Coal Harbor on 
Vancouver Island to Trenton, Ottawa 
and Torbay Newfoundland, her job was 
to train pilots, escort convoys, fly dig-
nitaries and rescue downed pilots until 
stricken from military service in 1961. 
She was to serve another 43 years in ci-
vilian life protecting Canada from the 
devastation of forest fires as a water 
bomber.

Retired from active work in 2003, 
she is one of approximately 15 airwor-
thy PBY’s remaining in the world.  It 
is a tribute to the Preservation Society 
that this 1943 PBY is still flying today.

The folks at The Catalina Preser-
vation Society have their hearts set on 
preserving and sharing the rich history 
of this remarkable aircraft.  Located at 
the Victoria International Airport on 
Vancouver Island in British Columbia, 
the goal of the society is to support the 
restoration of PBY C-FUAW to exactly 
represent itself in the 1943 configura-
tion of RCAF #3 Operational Training 
Unit Station Pat Bay on Vancouver Is-
land. 

With the help of volunteers the 
Society maintains the aircraft in air-
worthy condition as a piece of living 
history, attending provincial and USA 
State side commemorative Airshows, 
Aviation Museum and Open House 
events each year, reaching about 75,000 
people annually.

By Marian Jensen

WPA Fleet at Cavanaugh Bay/Hutton Settlement Fly-Out

Boaters traveling to witness the Blue Angels at Seafair.
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28 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND BEST SERVICE!

FREE 
SHIPPING

GARMIN

GDL-82 ADS-B
Low Cost Solution! ����������������������$1795
GTX-335/GPS Transponder ������$2995
GTX-345 (Out/In) ����������������������� $4275 

(Installation Additional)

GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ����������� $699
GDL-51 XM Receiver����������������� $649
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo ������ $1149 
*PLUS $ XM REBATE!

G5 PFD 
$2249
G5/HSI 
$2549

G3X TOUCHSCREEN EFISGDL-50 SERIES 
ADS-B & XM 
RECEIVERS

WEST COASTS LEADING AVIONICS DEALER!

From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits-call the 
leader in experience, service and pricing-Call Pacific Coast Avionics.

CESSNA 182 GARMIN UPGRADE

ANR HEADSETS

BOSE A20 ZULU 3 PCA-ANR

These Popular Models and 
More-Call for Best Price!

406 ELT’s and PLB’s

ELT’s
ACK E-04 w/ GPS Input ���������������������$519 
Artex ELT-345 w/ GPS Input �������������$529
Personal Locators
Ocean Signal PLB1 �����������������������������$259
*7-Yr Battery   *Smallest PLB!
ACR 2881 ResQlink+ �������������������������� $279
Garmin inReach SE+ �������������������� $399�99

$109595 $850 $349

CGR-30EDM 900
ELECTRONICS INTL & JP INSTRUMENTS 

ELECTRONIC ENGINE MONITORS

ENGINE MONITORS

STRATUS ADS-B

STRATUS-2S ADS-B Receiver ���������$699

STRATUS-ESG Transponder w/ GPS!
• With FREE Dual USB Power Port�����$CALL

IC-A25C Sport....................................... $299
IC-A25 COM.......................................... $449
IC-A25N COM/VOR/GPS............................ $549
IC-A14 COM.......................................... $209

• Built-in Bluetooth 
(IC-A25N)

• 8.33 KHz Spacing
• 2.3” Hi-Viz LCD
• Battery Status Display

NEW ICOM IC-A25 RADIOS!
ICOM

FTA-750L COM/GPS/ILS

$375
FTA-550L COM/VOR

$289

FTA-450L COM

$239

FTA-550A COM/VOR (AA Batt)

$195

FTA-250L COM (Li-Ion Battery)

$195

YAESU

DYNON AVIONICS

DYNON D3 POCKET PANEL EF1S��������������������� $879
DYNON DRX ADS-B RECEIVER ������������������������� $349

uAVIONIX

SKYBEACON (TSO)................$1849
TAILBEACON.........................$1775
TAILBEACON (TSO)...............$1895
REPLACES WINGTIP
NAV/STROBE LIGHTS

Synthetic Vision • Moving Map
Available in 10” or 7” Displays

NOW AVAILABLE FOR CERTIFIED 
SINGLE EINGINE AIRCRAFT!

#1
GARMIN 
DEALER

ON THE WEST COAST!

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS��������������������������������������$4295*
GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM��������������������������$6295*
GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS W/ADS-B Xponder���$6995
*FREE SHIPPING

GPS-175 • GNC-355 • GNX-375NEW!

WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August and 
November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are held in 
the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Blake Thorn, 
blake@srvconstruction.com 360-672-5695.
ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets 
the first Wednesday of each month at Arling-
ton Flight Services FBO on the airport. A no 
host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting starts 
at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President Luke 
Nichols, captainnichols@hotmail.com 
206-617-2409.
BREMERTON - Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@gmail.
com for further information.    
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County 
Chapter meets on the second and last Friday 
of each month for a Safety Breakfast at Fair-
mount Restaurant, 1127 W Hwy 101, Port 
Angeles, starting at 7:30 AM.   For further 
information, contact Dr. Andrea Williams, 
drbdnz@qmail.com. Or call 530-945-9234.
COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting 
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer, 
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-1041.
DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets 
on an “as needed” basis at the administration 
building located on the Deer Park Airport. For 
more information about Deer Park chap-
ter and activities please contact Darold 
Schultz at 509-999-5835.
GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 

visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact the Chapter 
President Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-
2994 or denningrashell@gmail.com.
HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey 
Field chapter meets on the second Saturday of 
each month, except July, at 10 AM in Hangar 
15 at Harvey Field. For more information 
on activities, please call Chapter President 
David Divoky at 559-696-3247 or Vice-
President Jeff Phillips at 206-228-0644.

METHOW VALLEY -  Chapter meetings 
are the second Thursday of the month from 
October through April at Hometown Pizza 
in Twisp.  Dinner starts at 6 PM.  Meetings 
start at 6:30 PM.  Further details and summer 
meetings are announced via email and 
Facebook.  All aviation enthusiasts are invited.  
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509) 429-
2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse: (509) 
449-0185
MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chapter 
has been formed with 20 members. For fur-
ther information contact chapter President 
Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North 
Sound Chapter meets the second Thursday of 
each month except July & August at the ARFF 
Conference Center at KBLI’s Fire Station 
2005 West Bakerview Rd, Bellingham. Doors 
open at 6 PM, meeting at 7 PM. For more 
information contact Chapter President 
Royce Civico at 206-427-2338 ; zecyor@
gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter 
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at 6 
PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further informa-
tion contact Chapter President Lee Orr at 
509-486-4502 or V.President Bob Ulrich at 
509-429-2119. Chapter Treasurer is Lola Orr 
and Secretary is Ryan Christoph. 
PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 

For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit  
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or 
send email to paine-president@wpaflys.
org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Bud Smilanich at 360-
427-6844.
SKAGIT - Meetings are held the third Saturday 
of every month, 10 AM at Cascade Aviation 
on the airport. Activities vary with seminars, 
fly-outs, discussions about airport projects, 
etc. and are followed by lunch. For further 
information contact chapter President Ken 
Davies at 360-202-0836. 
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER  -  For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda at 360-
281-0196 or email at a320grm@aol.com.
SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 
10502 E. Sprague beginning at 6 PM. Meet-
ing program information can be found at 

WPASpokane.org. For more information 
contact chapter President Roger Bertsch 
at 509-879-2276.
TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets at 
6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-Cities 
Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. For information contact 
Chapter President Jim Hightower, hight-
ower46325@yahoo.com or 541-720-4172.
TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter 
meets the second Tuesday of the month at 
6 PM in Ocean Shores, location TBD. For 
meeting details and more info, contact 
Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com, 360-
289-4186.
WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 PM. Location is announced 
via an E-mail list. Contact Chapter President 
Klaus Marx to add your name to the list or 
for other chapter information. 907-723-4379 
or klausmarx@juno.com.
YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets every Saturday at 8:30 AM at 
Yakima Airport. For chapter information, 
Contact New Chapter President Gary 
Klingele at 509-421-1597.

Most Chapters keep updated information 
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on the 

“Chapters” tab for more information.

Ph: 509 991.6133
bill.flo.moore@gmail.com
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Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

When Samantha Carter (Sammy to her 
friends), was 10-years old she told her gran-
dad she wanted to fly 787’s.  Martin Brazier, 
Sammy’s grandad, being a pilot himself, was 
not one to discourage this ambition.  On the 
contrary, as a member of the Red Tail Hawks 
Flying Club, he encouraged and guided 
Sammy on her chosen path.  

Sammy joined the Red Tails in 2014, 
and obtained her private pilots’ license in 
2018.  She is now in her third year at Embry–
Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, 
Arizona.  Sammy credits the Flying Club 
with giving her the opportunity at a great 
start toward her goals, and her granddad for 
his guidance in that direction.  

The Red Tail Hawks Flying Club (RTH) 
is a chapter of the Black Pilots of America 
(BPA).  The BPA was formed in 1997 by 
Jesse Hayes, who was its first president, 
and is named to honor the original Tuske-
gee Airmen pilots of World War II and the 
Red-Tailed Hawk. The Tuskegee Airmen in 
WWII painted their aircraft Tails red so that 
they could be identified in combat by the 
American bombers that they were protect-
ing. The RTH Flying club is the flight train-
ing arm of the Black Pilots of America.   

BPA is a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to helping young people of color and, 
young women enter a field that’s currently 
far from equal in representing the diversity 
of the nation, according to Jesse Hayes, of 
Edmonds, RTH president and founder.

The mission of the Black Pilots of 
America is to introduce and educate un-
derserved and underrepresented youths to 
the world of aviation and promote science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM), regardless of their color.

However, as Brazier points out, all 
youths 11 through 17 are accepted, regard-
less of race, color or gender.  Students pay 
just $20 per family per year for membership.  
They are first given a Ground School Work-
book and guided through the reading and 
understanding of airplanes and flight.

The club meets every month.  Janu-
ary through March or April, depending on 
the weather, they meet at New Beginnings 
Christian Fellowship Church, in Renton.  
During the other months of the year they 
meet at a different airport in the area.  Kids 
in the club are drawn from Snohomish, 
King, Pierce and Thurston County.  The club 
is currently averaging about 30 plus student-
members with 10 to 15 volunteers helping 

By Marian Jensen
with studies and piloting, but over 100 mem-
bers in the club.  

Once a year the group meets at The 
Museum of Flight at Boeing Field for a day 
of total emersion in the history, theory and 
actuality of flight.  Students visit the mu-
seum, have classes and are given flight time 

both in simulators and airplanes.  Activities 
go from 8:30am to 3:30pm with a break for 
lunch. When students hit the age of 16, they 
can qualify for actual flight training, which 
is held at Galvin Aviation on Boeing Field. 
Over the past three years, many young peo-
ple of color, and a variety of backgrounds, 
have graduated from the youth program hav-
ing attained their private pilot’s license. The 
RTH raises all of the money through grants, 
and donations from a variety of individuals 
to Corporations and also the University of 
Washington NASA/NESSP Departments.

Brazier, a guiding force in RTH, was 
born in Houston.  His father worked for 
Southern Pacific Railroad, then North Pacif-
ic Railroad which is now Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe.  Brazier says his dad gave him 
some good advice which he has tried to pass 
on to his children and grandchildren, “Noth-
ing can stop you but yourself, and I don’t 
want to see any grudges being held or hot-

Red Tail Hawk Flying Club

Sammy Carter in her “No excuses” 
T-Shirt.  Next cockpit the 787

SEPTEMBER 2019
9/27-29	 All Day	 Felts Field Autumn Antique Aircraft Fly-In @ Spokane (SFF) http://www.
		  feltsfieldflyin.com/  Sat am flyout to  Colfax S94 for breakfast, Sat pm spot 
		  landing & flour bombing at Deer Park (DEW). Historian Mike Lavelle speaks 
		  about aviation aspects of D-Day invasion. All airplanes welcome. Saturday 
		  evening banquet. http://www.feltsfieldflyin.com/	
9/28	 8-12 pm	 EAA 328 Fly-In @ Colfax (S94) 8:00-1:00 Rotary pancake breakfast.

OCTOBER 2019
10/3	 All Day	 Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday. (You can Fly-in…)	
10/4	 12-3 pm	 Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (PWT) (Also 10/11, 10/18 & 10/25)
10/11-
10/13	 9:30-3 pm	 Port Angeles Dungeness Crab and Seafood Fest KCLM  630.452.6300
10/17-
10/20	 All Day	 High Sierra Fly-In - World’s Largest Backcountry Fly-In @ Dead Cow 
		  Lakebed,  NV MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND :  www.STOLDrag.com 
10/19	 8:30-12 pm	 IFR charts Review-201 Wings Safety seminar on the Camas 1W1 airport.  
		  Contact Gary at A320grm@aol.com for details.
10/27	 8:30-12 pm	 IFR charts Review-201 Wings Safety seminar on the Camas 1W1 airport.  
		  Contact Gary at A320grm@aol.com for details.

NOVEMBER 2019
11/1	 12-3 pm	 Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (PWT) (Also 11/8, 11/15, 11/22 & 29) 
11/2	 8:30-12 pm	 IFR charts Review-201 Wings Safety seminar on the Camas 1W1 airport.  
		  Contact Gary at A320grm@aol.com for details.
11/2	 11-3 pm	 FATPNW ‘18 Fall Mx Event  (KAWO) Jim Scott reviews performng a proper 
		  pre-flight from a mechanic’s point of view. http://www.aircoreav.com/ 
11/2	 9:30-3 pm	 Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout -(Also 11/9, 11/16, 11/23 &30)

heads unwilling to learn.”  
Brazier’s family moved to Tacoma when 

he was three.  By the time he was eight Bra-
zier was selling newspapers, and then had a 
shoeshine business till he was 15.  Brazier 
then earned a job as janitor at the resident of-
ficers’ quarters at Fort Lewis.  He continued 
with that job through high school, earning 
money for college.  

From 1961 to 1966 Brazier served in the 
Air Force, then came home to attend Central 
Washington University and then University 
of Washington earning a degrees in Social/
Psychology and Business.  He also holds a 
Doctorate in Theology from Beacon Univer-
sity in Columbia, Georgia.  Brazier earned 
his private pilot’s license in 1977, primarily 
in high performance single engine aircraft.  

From 1970 through 1989 Brazier 
worked for the FAA.  Since then he has used 
his considerable energy to help shape young 
lives in the RTH.   The club exists to offer 
members camaraderie and support.  Adult 
advisors work to attract youth into aviation 
and give them support with whatever goals 
they wish to attain.  

For more information on the RTH or to 
volunteer as an adult mentor, contact The 
Red-Tailed Hawks Flying Club through its 
presence on Facebook and PO Box 1403, 
Mukilteo, Wa. 98275.  The Red-Tailed 
Hawks accept donations and have their 
501©3 designation number.  Also, you can 
check out www.bpapilots.org  to look up the 
Seattle Chapter.

Second Annual Arlington 
Salmon Barbecue

The WPA’s Second Annual Arling-
ton Salmon Barbecue took place Aug. 
17 during the Arlington Fly-In.  It was 
great to see so many familiar and new 
faces. In all, 31 WPA members signed 
up through Brown Paper Ticket, and we 
fed about 65 people. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet up and enjoy good 
food, conversation, and camping.  

We were also able to include a few 
walk-up pilots in our festivities, and 
introduced them to the WPA and what 
we’re about--friendship through flying.  

The main tent was the perfect loca-
tion to enjoy a meal while watching the 
airshow.  

It was so nice to have the best 
group of volunteers to make this hap-
pen. They deserve great accolades.  

By Jerry Barkley

Everyone walked away with a full 
tummy and big smiles, giving compli-
ments about how good the food was. 
It’s a good thing most didn’t leave right 
after the meal, or I’m sure they would 
have been out of weight and balance.

      See You Next Year!!!!

WPA members and friends attend annual 
salmon barbecue at Arlington


