WASHINGION PILOTS ASSOCIATION

Transforming Scrap to
Scholarship

Submitted by Rebecca Graham; Member of Bremerton Pilots Association

What do you do when you are staring down a massive pile of sur-
plus parts littering the field at your airport, the result of a months-
long federally funded signs and lighting upgrade project? You
pull your formal and informal leaders together and brainstorm
ideas for turning the used equipment into cold, hard cash that
can be used to get new pilots into the air.

That’s exactly what the team at Bremerton National Airport did
recently. The Port of Bremerton Airport Manager got together
with the president of the Bremerton Pilots Association (BPA) and
a few other pilots on the field, and they came up with a fun-
draiser idea using the surplus equipment as leverage. Could it
be done? No one was sure. Were they willing to try? Absolutely!
The way the team saw it, they had nothing to lose. From an out-
side perspective the equipment that had been ripped out and
decommissioned looked much like a pile of glorified recycling.
Either the equipment would be schlepped off to a landfill, or the
group would put some energy and elbow grease into making it
something better. Since the various parts and pieces had long lit
the Bremerton runway environment, a number of locals viewed
the pile of scrap with a bit of sentimentality. That opened the
door to connecting the old taxiway signs and runway lights to
people willing to part with a little cash in exchange for some air-
port schwag to adorn their driveways and hangars.

The team got busy. Airport Manager Warren Hendrickson spent
some time photographing every available runway and taxiway
sign, forty in all. This was no small feat, given the size of the signs
and the way they were clustered for storage on the field. He de-
veloped a list of marketing avenues, and reached out to the lo-
cal paper to pitch the story. Local pilot and BPA member Rebec-
ca Graham researched online auction platforms, developed
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the graphics, beefed up the BPA website and built the online
auction using the photos and pricing information established by
the team. BPA President Doug Haughton, an auction purveyor in
his own right, lead the charge in valuing items, bundling small-
er pieces into auction lots, and thinking through the logistics of
connecting potential buyers with their new treasures. Together
they rallied support from others on the field — the Port marketing
department, the head of the BPA scholarship committee, and
other pilots willing to lend mind and muscle to seeing the proj-
ect through. In all, probably a dozen or more pulled together to
make the auction a reality.

Anxiety rippled the air the morning the auction went live. The
donation portal had been reviewed and tested. Promotion had
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WPA Awards Super Achievers

By WPA President Ken Davies

2020 was a tough year for ev-
eryone including aviation en-
thusiasts, however three of
WPA’s hard working volunteers
persevered and came away
winning the Dick Corey Award,
the Harold Wilson Award, and
the Pilot of the Year.

Since the Northwest Aviation
Conference in February of
2019, Jerry Barkley has turned a
brainstormed idea into a reality
creating the *“Member Benefits”
vision for WPA and has recruit-
ed a large group of aviation
related business vendors to join
the Member Benefits Program
throughout this past year. These
special discounts provide WPA
members with a huge incentive
to become a part of WPA, that
was truly a game changer for
our Washington Pilots Associa-
tion organization and helped
give meaning to who we are,
what we do, and how we can
benefit. Jerry Barkley a much-
deserved recipient of the Dick
Corey Award.

Little did we know that after the
Northwest Aviation Conference
we would be quarantined by
an unknown and unplanned
pandemic, Roger Bertsch and
Eric Ruble set out to think out-
side of the box and find ways
to keep pilots engaged in avia-
tion. Roger found new ways to
keep pilot seminars and meet-
ings alive and well through vir-
tual media resources. Record-
ing many of these seminars
done through Zoom and You-
Tube and posting them on his
chapter website which allowed
many other pilots throughout
the state to share in the infor-
mation and knowledge. Us-
ing available technology and
adapting to unprecedented
times, going “virtual” changed
the way we communicated
and waswithouta doubtahuge
success.” Erick Rubel continued
to host monthly Instrument Me-
teorological Conditions (IMC)
seminars, brainstorming new
ways to keep pilots informed by
sending out situations and then
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Legislative Update

By Representative Tom Dent. District 13 GOP

The 2021 vir-
tual session
adjourned Sine
Die on Sunday,
April 25 around
6:30 p.m. It
was without a
doubt the most
challenging
session ever. |
am glad it’s in
the rearview
mirror.

State Rep. Tom
Dent (R-Moses
Lake) represents
the 13th
Legislative District

Despite all the Zoom and Mi-
crosoft team meetings, and
difficulties with communica-
tion, aviation did quite well this
year with a few substantial vic-
tories.

The companion bill to my
House Bill (HB) 1030 — Sen. Jim
Honeyford’s Senate Bill (SB)
5031 - concerning the Com-
munity Aviation Revitalization
Board (CARB) made it across
the finish line putting the pro-
gram into statute. Along with
this victory came $5 million in
additional funding from the
capital budget. This has been
a very successful program and
is good news for the aviation
community.

HB 1290 (Rep. Dent) and com-
panion bill SB 5329 (Sen. Hon-
eyford) redirecting a portion
of the sales tax revenue from
the sale of aviation fuel did
not make it through this year.
Aviation fuel is taxed at 6.5%
sales tax. This bill proposes to
take half of a percent of the
tax and transfer itinto the avia-
tion account, and then again
in two years take another half
of a percent for a total of 1%
into the grant account. This
proposal in the long run will
return more money to the
general fund than it removes
through additional projects
completed and the taxes paid
on those projects. Additionally,
we will be able to leverage
these funds against the Feder-
al Aviation Administration air-
port improvement program for
much needed additional dol-
lars. This would be a win-win
for aviation in the state. The bill
remains alive for next year.

HB 1379 (Rep. Lovick). This bill
establishes the Unpiloted Air-
craft System State Coordinator
in the Aviation Division of the
Washington State Department

of Transportation (WSDOT). It
would require state registra-
tion of commercial unpiloted
aircraft systems and exempts
recreational drones from reg-
istering in Washington. This bill
left the House with a vote of
93-5, passed out of the Senate
with a strong vote of 48-1 and
was signed by the governor.

SB 5350 (Sen. Honeyford) and
its companion bill HB 1470 (Rep.
Dent) would have extended
certain aerospace tax prefer-
ences to include unmanned
aircraft systems. Neither one of
these bills left committee but
will be alive for next year.

HB 1198 (Rep. Dent) would
make changes to the Com-
mercial Aviation Coordinating
Commission (CACC). Because
of the pandemic the com-
mission has fallen behind on
doing its work and probably
will not make the timelines set
forth in the original legislation,
SB 5370, which was passed in
2019. The commission is look-
ing at the possibility of building
a new commercial airport or
expand an existing one to re-
lieve the pressure on Sea-Tac.
There were specific timelines
spelled out in the original leg-
islation, HB 1198 extends those
and adds the possibility of ad-
ditional community outreach.
This bill passed the House 96-0
and is now in the Senate. The
bill failed to make it to the floor
of the Senate during the final
few days of session. | was able
to attach a proviso to the bud-
get which essentially puts the
language of the bill into opera-
tion for two years. It’s not quite
as good as the bill but will ac-
complish the needed action
and keep the CACC movingin
a positive direction.

HB 1538 (Rep. Dent) would es-
tablish an Aviation and Aero-
space Advisory Committee.
The director, or the director’s
designee, of the Department
of Commerce (DOC) would
appoint and maintain an avia-
tion and aerospace advisory
committee to generally ad-
vise the DOC and WSDOT on
matters related to aviation
and aerospace in Washington
state. | dropped this bill late in
the process and it did not get
a hearing but has generated
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more interest from the stake-
holders than any bill | have
ever dropped. Because of the
overwhelming interest in this
legislation | again created a
proviso and was successful in
attaching the bill language
to the budget. This is great
news for the aviation/aero-
space community in Washing-
ton state. The Department of
Commerce has put together a
list of names for possible com-
mittee members and is cur-
rently sorting through them to
create a short list for selection
to this committee, which | am
positive will be an incredible
asset to aviation/aerospace.

Many of you know my passion
forimproving forest health and
the use of aircraft for initial at-
tack on wildfire. The Global
Supertanker is a Boeing 747 set
up for fire suppression. The air-
craft can haul 19,200 gallons
and deliver it with pinpoint
accuracy. Because of the un-
usual demand for aircraft to
move cargo the investors in
the aircraft have decided to
put the aircraft up for sale as
a freighter. There is an effort to
find a buyer to keep it opera-
tional as a tanker but unfortu-
nately the market is so hot that
| am concerned the airplane

WPA Wings

is destined to once again haul
freight. More on this next time.

Until next time, BlueSky’s and
Tailwinds!!

If you have comments or ideas
for aviation-related legislation,
or If you would like me to come
to a chapter meeting please
do not hesitate to get in touch
with me. You may email me at
tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or con-
tact my district office at 509-
941-2346. You may sign up for
my email updates by visiting
my website at tomdent.house-
republicans.wa.gov.

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident
of Washington and has been
a professional pilot since 1976
accumulating more than
20,000-logged hours. He cur-
rently holds an Airline Trans-
port Pilot Certificate multi-
engine land with commercial
privileges single engine land.
Tom is also a Certificated Flight
Instructor for both single and
multi-engine airplane and in-
strument airplane. He lives on
his ranch with his family, the
Flying T, seven miles northeast
of Moses Lake. Tom represents
the 13th District and is currently
serving his fourth term in the
state House of Representa-
tives.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM
YOUI!

Tell us what you

like, dislike, or just

sound off about
anything aviation.
Please include your
name and chapter
association. Submit
entries via e-mail to
michaelwatkins1@

icloud.com.
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Submissions are welcomed!
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WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pi-
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by the author and a contact phone number provided.

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety
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L Be smart, and please fly safely. )

Arlington?

This is simple . . . follow the links below
https://www.teamup.com/apps/
* Teamup for Android
(Samsung, Nexus, HTC, Huawei, ...)
» Teamup for iOS (iPhone, iPadq, ...)

PLANNING FOR YOUR NEXT FLY-0UT
ADVENTURE HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER.

Download the WPA Teamup
Calendar from the App Store today!

Don and June Fitzpatrick spend a great deal of
time putting together the WPA “Fly-for Fun” Calen-
dar. They send out an e-mail to as many friends as
they can with hard copy attached. They also make
sure the calendar gets posted to the WPA website.
But what happens if you don’t have access to a
computer? You're at the pilots lounge or chatting
with a friend on the phone . . . Where are we going
this weekend? When is the Republic Fly in? When is

When asked insert the following WPA Calendar Key: ks4fc9b1660c5f5af3
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Scholarship Continued

gone out far and wide—to
Port mailing lists, social media
outlets, industry trade groups,
local flying clubs and han-
gar associations, and through
posters and word of mouth.
Still, everyone wondered—
would it be enough? Would
people show interest in the
old, heavy, distressed taxiway
signs and lights, none of which
had intact wiring? Would it
be enough to fund one youth
aviation scholarship? Raising
just $1,500, the team would
have been happy. Bringing
in $3,500—the standard BPA
Youth Aviation Scholarship
award—would have made
them ecstatic. But anything—
even a few hundred—repre-
sented dollars that otherwise
would have been unavailable
had they let the surplus equip-
ment go to a landfill.

So, the auction was built, the
websites were linked, the
promotion went out, pickup
plans were organized, fingers

hangars near Bremerton Na-
tional Airport, it soon became
apparent there was a wider
interest in the airport memo-
rabilia. Taxiway signs reflecting
owner initials were snapped
up. Other signs with sentimen-
tal value, such as the Runway
2-20 designhator semi-unique
to Bremerton, and the taxiway
sign designating a military area
- found new owners. And per-
haps the funniest of them all -
taxiway signs <H-A and H-A-,
the names of which can’t help
but evoke a smile—both got
scooped up by a pilot from an
airpark near Lake Stevens. (We
can’t wait to see a photo of
how they are displayed!) From
runway lights to taxiway signs,
the surplus items virtually flew
off the field to places as far
away as Florida and New Jer-
sey. When the smoke cleared
and outside donations were
tallied, the auction and its
amazing donors had raised
well north of $11,000. With 100%
of the proceeds going to the

BPA Youth Aviation
Scholarship  fund,
that was enough to
give out three new
$3.500 flight schol-
arships for aspiring
young pilots in our
area—a resound-
ing success.

In addition to the
scholarships, Air-
port Manager Hen-
drickson proudly
touted the benefits
for the Port itself.
Over 20 cubic yards
of potential scrap
went to aviation en-

were crossed, and at 9am
the morning of February 20,
the “launch” button was acti-
vated. Within an hour, donors
had contributed $1,230 in Buy
Now purchases, bids and do-
nations. And the numbers just
kept going up: $2,500... then
$4,500... and on to $6,000. The
team remained glued to their
screens, watching dollars pour
in from the aviation commu-
nity. Originally expecting that
most of the lighting and signs
would end up in homes and

thusiasts instead of the landfill,
saving the Port over $5,000 in
dump fees, and giving bid-
ders far and wide a chance to
have a positive impact socially
and environmentally.

In spite of its unprecedented
success as the largest fund-
raising event in BPA history,
the project still hit a few un-
expected snags. A couple of
the smaller items seemed to
have wandered away prior to
the closure of the online auc-

WINGS GOES DIGITAL

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, but you now
have another option. When you renew your membership you have the option to check the Digital
only box. Then, you will not receive the printed copy, but you will receive the digital version.

To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available and give you
alink. Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is an effort to save our
Association money. The WINGS publication is our largest expense.

If you missed the chance to check the box and want to go digital only you can contact John Dobson,
who can correct it for you. Jdobson.mo@membersonlyinc.com
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tion, forcing organizers (hamely
BPA President Haughton, who is
experienced in sign and light-
ing restoration) to do some
scrambling fo fill orders from
pieces left in the “boneyard”.
His efforts were rewarded with
happy customers. And, the
Buy Now prices—set at double
the opening bid amounts—
were often scooped up faster
than bidders could place their
bids, leaving some questioning
on social media whether the
prices were too low. Organiz-
ers’ response to this? Every dol-
lar made was a dollar for the
scholarship fund. Potentially un-
derpricing was far better than
overpricing and leaving money
sitting on the table. In short, the
team couldn’t be more thrilled
with the outcome.

As for wrapping up the auction,
in many ways the hardest work
began as soon as the bidding
and buying process closed.
Nearly five dozen buyers need-
ed to be connected to their
new loot. That has meant doz-
ens of appointments for people
travelling to KPWT to pick up the
awkwardly heavy, dirt-covered
monoliths. Haughton notes that
when one is sitting in your cock-
pit taxiing to the far end of the
field, the runway and taxiway
signs all look relatively small.
But, when you’re loading them
in the back of the family SUV for
transport, they become quite
daunting! With some pieces
over 9’ long x 2’ high, and some
buyers snagging multiple signs,
loading these beasts has been
no small feat. Haughton and a
rotating handful of volunteers
have met dozens of buyers in
the process of getting signs
and lights offloaded to their

new homes. Haughton reports
it has been both a huge com-
mitment and a true joy meet-
ing so many new faces. Both
the Port and BPA look forward
to seeing photos of some of the
lights and signs newly installed,
adorning hangars and drive-
ways throughout the Pacific
Northwest and beyond.

To say that the auction was a
huge success would be a gross
understatement. Our auc-
tion committee had hoped to
add a minimum of $3,500 to
the Scholarship account, and
thanks to the generous dona-
tions and purchases of doz-
ens of supporters, we well ex-
ceeded that goal. We couldn’t
have done it without you, the
aviation enthusiasts willing to
“play the game” in the name
of aviation scholarships, scor-
ing some cool treasures in the
process. Thank you!

Also, a special thanks to Airport
Manager Warren Hendrick-
son for his help and support
throughout the process, and
to all who participated in any
way. There were many moving
parts to this auction, but myr-
iad hands participated, mak-
ing the work a bunch more fun.
The team hopes that the whole
event will inspire other chap-
ters throughout Washington
to embark on similar projects,
large or small.

For more information on the
BPA Scholarship, go to www.
bremertonpilotsassociation.
org

Thanks for your support.

WPA is working to advance
the interests of general
aviation in Washington State.

Please Join or renew today!
www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

WPA Continued

gathering pilots and other guest
speakers to dissect advanced
instrument problems to formu-
late solutions. A great number
of pilots throughout the state
were able to benefit from these
seminars by staying current.

Roger Bertsch much-deserving
of the Harold Wilson Award
and Eric Rubel much deserving
of the Pilot of the Year! A well-
deserved congratulations to all
three gentlemen!

( N\
Washington Pilots Association
Executive Committee & Officers
President: Ken Davies 306-202-0836
VP West: Jerry Barkley 206-276-8540
VP East: Roger Bertsch 509-879-2276
Treasurer: Bud Smilanich 425-891-8304
Secretary: Richard Beckert ~ 425-330-2809
Directors:

Membership: Royce Civico  206-427-2338
Airports: Tom Jensen 360-825-6777
Safety & Education: Gary Miranda 360-281-0196
Govt Affairs: John Dobson 360-898-2319
Dir at Large: Angel Base 509-328-1773
Communications: Marian Jensen 509-230-0315

Y WPA Website: http:/lwww.wpaflys.org y
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COMMITEE REPORTS

Airports

Spring is here
for sure, with the
commencement
of the WSDOT/
WPA work party
at Ranger Creek
on the tradition-
al Mother’s Day
weekend. The
weather wasn’t
favorable for fly-

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

tree clearing on the approach to
33.

Since the “saving” of Ranger Creek
back in the late 1980’s, where WPA
members Marv Olson, Gordon
Doherty and Al Banholzer played
key activist roles in working con-
structively with the US Forest Ser-
vice (USFS) and WSDOT, Ranger
Creek (21W) has been the Green

to step down and Marv has tem-
porarily taken over his role. But do
the math, and you’ll understand
that Marv is looking for a replace-
ment (who he would be glad to
mentor.)

The USFS supports multiple use of
Ranger Creek including camp-
ing, hiking and horseback riding
in addition to the flying. It has all

mountain airport without the den-
sity altitude, and is worth a visit with
an instructor if you want to spread
your wings.

Use of the WPA’s Stuart Island cab-
in is starting to pick up, and it’s a
great get-away in a beautiful part
of our state. Find the details un-
der the Take Flight dropdown at
WPAFLYS.ORG.

ing but we had River Chapter’s airport. Al has had

the ingredients of a backcountry

almost 30 volunteers, including
some Boy Scout (which now in-
clude GIRLS) families who joined in
to help. The famous Banholzer Chili
was a tradition preserved, and al-
though Al and Esther couldn’t at-
tend, they were remembered.

The work was actually fairly light,
mainly sweeping the airstrip, rak-
ing a larger parking area and re-
pairing minor vandalism to signs
and the rock circle around one of
the wind socks. The improved park-
ing area was cleared when WSDOT
accomplished the long-planned

Eastside

The Post-Covid thaw has begun and Eastside Chap-
ters are beginning to awaken from a long winter’s
nap. Online events have given way to in person
chapter meetings and the scheduling of fly in's, fly
out’s, BBQ’s, and work parties. Some nearby “back-
country” airstrips like Cavanaugh Bay (66S) and Ma-
gee (S77) are open and many more backcountry
airstrips will open with the receding snowpack and
when the turf become dry. Eastside WPA members
are invited to participate in two backcountry flyouts
hosted by the WPA Southwest Chapter. The first is
Sullivan Lake (09S) on 19-20 June with an option as either an over
night or day fly in. The second is to Chamberlain (U79) July 5-9 where
pilots can come for a day or stay longer. Chamberlain is the second
longest airstrip in the Idaho backcountry. However, at an elevation at
5,765’ combined with warm summer days, the density altitude adds
extra precaution. The Spokane Chapter will be hosting a Fly-in/Drive
in BBQ open to all WPA members and their families on July 21 at Fowl-
er's NW40 (12WA). Thisis a 1,500" dirt-sod airstrip with a field elevation
of 2,315°. Summer density altitudes can easily exceed 4,500°. Ob-
stacles on the approach ends require the utmost of caution. “Next

Skagit Valley Tulip
Festival April, 18, 2021

Kristen Whitson and her son Ethan taking a scenic air tour of the Skagit Valley Tulip
Festival. Photo by Michael Watkins

Roger Bertsch
Vice President, East

door” to Fowler's is Homeport (1TWA). At 2,400’ in length, Homeport
is an alternative for those who want to fly in and need some extra
runway length. It’s just a short walk between the two airstrips. There
is plenty of parking for both airplanes and cars. Details on these two
events will be forthcoming. Check the respective Chapter Websites
or Facebook Pages for the most current information. With the recent
relaxation of statewide policies on Covid 19, | expect that many more
events will be added by Chapters across the state of Washington.
These events will be posted on the WPA State Calendar and updated
frequently by the WPA board and Chapter leaders.
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President’s Message...

Greetings, | re-
cently read an
article where
the Senate in
the state of
Massachusetts
was proposing
abill called “An
Act to Mitigate
the Climate Im-
pact of Private
and Corporate
Air Travel.” Whereby assessing
a climate impact landing fee
of not less than$1000 on per-
sonal aircraft, corporate own-
er aircraft and charter aircraft
each time they were to land at
an airport located in the com-
monwealth. This fee would
not pertain to public aircraft,
scheduled commercial pas-
senger aircraft, and freight or
cargo type aircraft. The state
has approximately 10,584 pi-
lots and 2733 non-publicly
owned aircraft. This funding
would then be invested in an
infrastructure that is owned by
the commonwealth to adapt
and repair due to the effects
of climate change. Also, noth-
ing less than 50% of those pro-
ceeds from each landing fee
would be deposited into that
fund. | checked and accord-
ing to Wikipedia, as of 2009,
24 of the 37 public use airports

Ken Davies
WPA President

are “government owned.” The
article did say that as of yet
no hearings were scheduled
but if the bill were to become
law it would take effect Janu-
ary 1, 2022. This got me think-
ing, I’'m pretty sure that state
does not have an active pi-
lot group like the WPA to pick
up the ball and toss it back in
their court to think things over
again. The way | read this ar-
ticle, anything commercial
the public pays for in seat up-
grades, bag fees, anything
the airline or cargo company
passes on to the customer Joe
and Sally T. Public. Now we
are just going to assess anoth-
er tax called a climate impact
fee to be allowed to land and
get $100 hamburger. In most
cases once a fee or tax is put
in place most are not reduced
in costs down the road. How
would this impact us and pi-
lots flying to see our families
in the state of Massachusetts?
| would hope now that things
are starting to open up and
we are able to get out and fly
more and have more events
that we also keep track of
what is not only happening
related to aviation in our state
but others state’s across the
country as well. Fly safe

Membership

Royce Civico,
State WPA
Membership
Director
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A couple of weeks ago, | was excited receive
an email from the North Sound Chapter invit-
ing me to their first in-person meeting since the
beginning of the pandemic. It is a relief to see
that chapters are slowly returning to normal as
mandated restrictions start to relax. Additional-
ly, those chapters that managed to keep their
members engaged virtually, your dedication is
hugely appreciated. The increased chapter ac-
tivity might explain recent spikes in membership.

If you are wondering when or where your chapter meets, go to
wpaflys.org to get more information. Additionally, you can send
me an email and | will be happy to help you reach out to your

chapter’s leadership.

In the last Membership Report, we were giving away a Spencer
Aircraft flight bag worth $100 to those individuals that renewed or
sighed up in March. The lucky winner of the flight bag was Court-
ney Zehr from the Spokane Chapter! Congratulations Courtney!
To those of you that participated in the draw, thank you for sup-
porting aviation in Washington State. A special thanks goes out
to Spencer Aircraft for sponsoring the draw. Do you want your
own flight bag? Head to spenceraircraft.com to check it out! Do
not forget to use your 10% discount code exclusive to WPA mem-

bers before you order!

As of this writing, we have increased our membership from 907 in
March to 969 in May. This is great news! The chapters that have
experienced the most growth (March 17 — May 15) includes Paine
(25), Green River (17), Bremerton (7), and Spokane (7). To those
chapters, thank you so much for your commitment to the WPA.
If you are wondering why your chapter did not make the list, it
might be time to challenge your chapter’s leadership to step up!

PS: If you have any ideas on how to boost membership, or pro-
vide better value to your WPA membership, please reach out to

me!

Safety & Education

SUCCESSFUL
EMERGENCY
LANDINGS DO
NOT HAPPEN
BY ACCIDENT

The Co-
lumbian News-
paper recently
ran an article
about two pi-
lots involved in an accident in
the Yacolt area. If you had not
seen the article, here is a sum-
mation of the events about this
accident.

By Gary Miranda
Safety & Education
Director

Two pilots departed Bend,
OR. for a return trip to their
home at Vashon Island. The
PIC is a retired Alaska Capt.
along with a pilot passenger.
The airplane lost power out-
side of Yacolt, WA. and they
began to descent. They de-
clared an emergency and suc-
cessfully landed in a wooded
area. They both survived with
minor scrapes and bruises. In
my opinion, a great job consid-
ering the circumstances and
conditions for a landing area.

The one thing they did not
do was activate the ELT dur-
ing the descent. The article
stated that they later climbed
back into the wreckage and
retrieved the ELT in order be
to assured it was activated. A
minor thing, but it could have
helped the search and rescue
being on scene sooner. Here is

what was recently sent out by
the FAAST team on that sub-
ject:

When to activate the ELT af-
ter the engine goes silent No-
tice Number: NOTC1747

All pilots should be thorough-
ly familiar with the operation of
their aircraft’s ELT, whether it’s
the analog 121.5 and 243 MHz
models, or the newer 406 MHz
digital ELTs. This familiarization
should include knowing how
and when to manually acti-
vate an ELT during an inflight
emergency.

It is great to hear stories like
this about a successful survival
event after an engine failure,
especially in a wooded area.
In situations like these it makes
you intentionally think about
how you would handle the situ-
ation. Here are some questions
to ask yourself prior to and dur-
ing a flight:

= Are you able to perform
the engine failure checklist
in your airplane according
to the POH by memory?
Pilots are often scrutinized
by accident investiga-
tors about their handling
of these situations during
NTSB post-accident hear-
ings.

= |s your selection of a land-
ing site and an alternate
site rehearsed so it be-
comes second nature?

< If you are not sure the ELT
was activated after a
crash, would you be able
to reenter the airplane if it
caught fire after the crash?

= |If your ELT is an old style
121.5 model, the only way
to find your location will be
for airliners or CAP pilots
to track you down. If you
manually activated the
newer style 406MHZ ELT’s
it will immediately trans-
mit your GPS coordinates
to NORAD which pinpoints
your position for search
and rescue.

A friend also mentioned to
me that if you acquire an air-
plane with the

fit. time and has flight instruct-
ed since 1979.

He is the current State WPA
Safety & Ed. Chairman and the
Pres. of the SW chapter.

He previously owned a flight
operation in the Spokane WA.
area during the 1980’s special-
izing in Accelerated pilot train-
ing and Aviation Flyouts.

He now specializes in Techni-
cally Advanced Aircraft, Tail-
wheel, Advanced IFR and
Mountain flying courses in the
SW. Washington area.

He can be contacted at 360-
281-0196 or A320grm@aol.com

new style 406
ELT, be sure to
re-register it
with NOAA to
be sure that
your proper
emergency
number and
people to no-
tify are up to
date.

Capt. Mi-
randa is a re-
tired Major
Airline pilot
who came
up through
the GA ranks.
He has over
26600+ hrs. of
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Walking Away From An

Engine Failure...
At Night and Getting Back on
the Horse to Fly Another Day

Story and photos by Michael Watkins CFI/AGI

Engine failures are rare but don’t think its so rare that it won’t hap-
pen to you. How often do you practice engine out procedures? Do
you mentally brief a standard takeoff and emergencies before every
takeoff? If the answer is yes, then you probably have a much better
chance of surviving the incident.

Sure we learn about this in private pilot training but | would admit
that over my 22 years of flying at the time, | developed an almost
dangerous comfort level and frust in my aircraft and flying in general.
It fook only 1204.3 hours of flying before | received the most silent
sounding wakeup call of a lifetime just after takeoff at less than 1000
feet. The sudden lack of engine noise was deafening and | will never
again complain about noise in the cockpit as it sure beats the alter-
native.

I had just completed a thorough preflight after a routine 100-hour
inspection in Port Townsend at the Jefferson County Airport OS9. |
had been doing an owner assisted inspection with my trusted me-
chanic. | was eager to get home and flying was the only way since |
had missed the last ferry back to Oak Harbor so that was no longer
an option. My mechanic must have had some kind of gut feeling and
was really encouraging me to stay over and make the flight the next
day. | had no reason to question airworthiness of my aircraft and so |
resisted his attempts to get me to stay. He told me “Make sure you do
a “no kidding” (expletive replaced). Once or twice through the the
day he made the statement “this is how magazine articles are writ-
ten.” Again | had no reason to question getting my plane put back
together and getting out of there. For those who might recognize this
“geft there itis” as a hazardous attitude you may be correct however
it did not seem like that to me. | simply put blind faith into the airplane
and there was no reason not to fly so or so | thought.

| completed the preflight and about 8:30pm on a starry Octo-
ber night and was ready for a short 15 minute flight over the sound
to Oak Harbor A.J. Eisenberg (OKH). Now here is where a lack of
judgment and over confidence confributed to what was about to
happen. | started up and let the plane run for a few minutes and the
engine quit. | was still outside my mechanics hangar and he could
hear what happened. So | called him and we determined that there
could have just been airin the fuel lines. So | started up again and did
a double run up for maybe ten minutes. Everything checked good
and no abnormalities presented themselves. It was a solid run up. |
was ignoring the inner voice in my gut telling | maybe should not de-
part. | did something | don’t normally do and that was really tighten
my seat belt and | said a small prayer. Of all the biggest reasons to
delay, that was it but my confidence in my airplane and thousands
of take offs as a commercial and private pilot lead me to announce
my departure over the radio.

My Cherokee leaped off the ground with an awesome climb rate
down the 3000-foot runway. Somewhere halfway down the runway
and around 400-500 feet, The engine sputtered and became silent.
The first reaction was disbelief followed by a series of various exple-
tives. It was very reminiscent of my first firefight | got into while in Iraqg
when | was being targeted by a sniper. Nothing but training and even
that is not realistic enough to prepare you for the day it actually hap-
pens. Simply put, you just react and that reaction needs to be em-
bedded in your muscle memory. Critical memory items such as trim
for best glide, mixture rich boost pump on...It all needs to happen in
only a couple seconds. In training, we may forget to add in the reac-
tion time. So | still had runway underneath me so my thinking was to
drop flaps and push the nose down to try to get back to earth, this
obviously resulted into an increase in airspeed and there was no way
| was making it back to a hard surface. So | looked ahead and flew
the airplane to the ground and came to a stop a few feet from hitting
a car passing the highway at the end of the runway. | was in shock
and once | realized | was alive my first thought went to wanting to
literally cry because | didn’t know how bad a damaged my airplane!

The lady that | could have hit was actually a friend of the daugh-
ter of my mechanic. She called 911 and they arrived just as | was
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getting out of my plane. My mechanic also heard the engine quit
and was calling me to find out where | was and even if | was alive. He
eventually arrived on scene, the paramedics checked me out and
my blood pressure was 200 over 120...They just left the cuff on me and
would not release me until | calmed down. | refused an ambulance
ride which also may have not been the best choice. My only injuries
were minor bruising from the seatbelt and shoulder harness. The air-
plane got towed out of the grass and took a trip down Highway 19
back to the hangar from which it has just left.

My mechanic and | sat looking at each other without saying a
word and it would have been the equivalent experience of a father
or anyone looking at you and saying “I told you so without saying it” |
had scared him just as much as | had been scared. |spent the night
and tried to sleep. All | wanted to do was to get back to my loved
ones but | had to spend the night in the hangar. The next morning |
took a complimentary flight back to Oak Harbor from San Juan Air-
lines as | was a former employee and my mechanic was the mainte-
nance director. | got home and | cried my eyes out. While the ordeal
was a success, | spent many weeks depressed because if the engine
had died only a minute or two later, | would have gone down in the
water and the outcome would be much different and you would not
be reading this story.

My plane only had a cracked nose wheel fairing and a minor
prop strike. Not there is any such thing as a "minor” prop strike, my
aircraft spent the next 14 months getting the engine torn down and
inspected. The outpouring of support from the aviation community
was a shock. As | "what iffed” the experience to a point of nausea
and dealing with depression, it was my good friend and WPA Presi-
dent Ken Davies that convinced me to get off the couch as go teach
his next ground school. It really wasn’t a convincing it was more like
an order and | went under protest. Once | stood in front of the class, |
had alot to say and | told the students that what | am about to teach
them will indeed possibly save their life someday. | found my groove
and was backin the game. | went on from just being a ground instruc-
tor and air four pilot fo finishing my CFl so | could user my experience
to help others. | had great instructors growing up as pilot from the
time | was 18. They all can take a bow at their success. | also attribute
my aviation hero Bob Hoover who has had his share of close calls. If
you don’t know who he his, | encourage you to watch the documen-
tary “Flying the Feathered Edge”. When it comes to an unplanned
encounter with the earth, you can choose to give up and accept
a possible certain fate, or
you can fly the airplane
all the way to a full stop.

In closing, this experi-
ence made me a better
flight instructor. My stu-
dents know that | empha-
size engine failures and in-
flight emergencies. | now
expect an engine failure
on every flight so that 1 am
not surprised when it does
happen again. Practice
and brief the scenario. If
you are 1000 feet or less,
do not be tempted to try
to turn back to the run-
way as it can have fatal
consequences. When the
fan in front stops turning,
fly the plane all the way
to the end and you just
may have a much better
chance of walking away.

Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF).

Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business
or leisure travel. Come visit us at

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and
The Skyway Café.

FBO Services include:
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve
Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop
Rental Cars
Lodging Arrangements
Pilot Lounge
Conference Room
Customer Refreshments & Catering
After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season
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WPA Chapters Around the State

Most Chapters keep updated information
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on
the “Chapters” tab for more information.

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter
generally meets on the second Thursday of
every third month (February, May, August
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on
the airport. Contact Chapter President
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.
com 360-672-5695.

ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter
meets the first Wednesday of each month
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting
starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President
Clifton Pierschbacher.

BREMERTON - Check the website at
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and
click on Bremerton for detailed information.
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County
Chapter meets for lunch periodically with
meetings announcements made by e-mail.
Current CCP members are included in the
announcements. If you are not a current
CCP member, and would like to attend a
lunch, contact For further information,
contact Colette Miller at 714-356-5669 or
Dave Miller at 360-452-7136. All aviators
welcome.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer,
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-
1041.

DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter
meets on an “as needed” basis at the ad-
ministration building located on the Deer
Park Airport. For more information about
Deer Park chapter and activities please

contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April,
June, August, October and December
for dinner and an aviation program.
For meeting information and other
chapter activities, including group
fly-outs, WINGS programs and other
special events please visit http://www.
wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.
pdf or contact the Chapter President
Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-2994 or
denningrashell@gmail.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second
Saturday of each month, except July, at
10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For
more information on activities, please
call Chapter President David Divoky at
559-696-3247.

METHOW VALLEY - Chapter meetings
are the second Wednesday of the month
through April, then resume in September.
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar at
the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. Dinner
starts at 6:00. Presentation starts at 6:30.
Meeting starts after presentation. Details
are announced via emails and Facebook.
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509)
429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse:
(509) 449-0185

MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chap-
ter has been formed with 20 members.
For further information contact chapter
President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The
North Sound Chapter meets the second
Thursday of each month except June, July
and August at the ARFF Conference Center
at KBLI's Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview
Rd. Bellingham. Doors open at 6:30 PM.
For more information contact Bill Post at

30 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

A
GARMIN.

AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS
AERA-660 5” Touchscreen GPS

GARMIN. GFC 500 AUTOPILOTS

CALL FOR
INSTALL
QUOTE

Cost-effective, with precise and smooth in-flight
characteristics, underspeed/overspeed protection,
dedicated “LEVEL” mode button, & coupled
approaches.

GFC-500 2-axis from $11,790*

GFC-500 2-Axis + Autotrim wu.ouee.. Installed from $16,490*
* Not including G5/PFD (Required)

o
ICOM

o Built-in Bluetooth (IC-A25N)
¢ 8.33 KHz Spacing

© 2.3” Hi-Viz LCD

* Battery Status Display

[[H 111/ { i V2T 1] — $299
ICOM IC-A25 Com 449
ICOM 1C-A25N Com/VOR/GPS ......cocoocevrrvuenne $549

IGOM 1C-A16 Gom

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B

a E
GARMIN. & XM RECEIVERS

GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver $699

GDL-51 XM Receiver $649

GDL-52 ADS-B/XM COMbBO....oeerereererenns $ 1149
GARMIN, AUDIO PANELS

GMA-342 $1539

4-PL Stereo Intercom ¢ 3D Audio

3.5mm Aux Input e Voice Recorder

GMA-345 $1709

Bluetooth e USB Port ¢ 3D Audio

6-PL Stereo Intercom e Voice Recorder

TAILBEACON/Certified ADS-B......... ..51999

AV-30C Certified Flight Display......... ..$1995

V////

WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER

Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

716-425-0121; wildbillpost@gmail.com

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at
6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further
information contact Chapter President
Lee Orr at 509-486-4502 or V.President
Bob Ulrich at 509-429-2119. Chapter
Treasurer is Lola Orr and Secretary is
Ryan Christoph.

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter
meets the first Friday of most months for
dinner and an aviation related program.
For detailed information on the monthly
meeting and other chapter activities
including group flyouts, maintenance
seminars and special programs visit
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA
or send e-mail to paine-president@
wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further
information contact Bud Smilanich at
425-891-8304.

SKAGIT - Meetings are held the last
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun
activities and how we can work together
for a thriving pilot community. For further
information contact chapter President
Bill Johnson at 206-495-1396.
SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For
information on meetings and seminars
call chapter President Gary Miranda at
360-281-0196 or e-mail at a320grm@
aol.com.
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SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held
on the third Wednesday of each month at
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at
6 PM. Meeting program information can
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more
information contact chapter President
Jon Weber, 509-280-2484, jweber@
parkwateraviation.com.

TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets
at 6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. For informa-
tion contact Chapter President Jim
Hightower, hightower46325@yahoo.
com or 541-720-4172.

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the
month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, location
TBD. For meeting details and more info,
contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.
com, 360-289-4186.

WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tues-
day of each month at 6 PM. Location is
announced via an E-mail list. Contact
Chapter President Klaus Marx to add
your name to the list or for other chapter
information. 907-723-4379 or klaus-
marx@juno.com.

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of
every month at 6:30 PM at Reno’s on the
Runway. All are welcome. On most Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 till about 10:30, WPA
and EAA pilots often gather for coffee and
donuts at Yakima Airport Airpark on the
south side of McAllister field, KYKM. For
chapter information, Contact Chapter
President Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597
or gcklingele@nwi.net.

Ph: 509 991.6133
oill. flo.moore @gmail.com

GARMIN. GPS-175 = GNC-355 = GNX-375

*FREE SHIPPING

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS ...........
GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM...
GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder...... $6995

GARMIN. GTX TRANSPONDERS

One Box ADS-B
Solution

ADS-B TRANSPONDER
SPECIAL PROMO PACKAGE
Includes GTX-335 w/GPS Antenna,
GEA-12 Mini Encoder & USB Charger

$3195

GTX-335 w/GPS Antenna..........cccceuseereeenns From $2995
GDL-82 ADS-B Low Cost Solution!..........oorvn. $1795
APPAREO

STRATUS-ESG Transponder w/GPS.....
STRATUS ADS-B ReCEIVer ....crverrererre

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370

GARMIN. FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS
G5/PFD (TS0) $2345
G5/HSI $3175
GEIPFD (EXp] Plus Installation $1290
GARMIN. GI-275 EFIS
BI-275/PFD.cere e From $3550
BI-275/HSI oo From $3790
GI-275/E1S From $4595
ANR HEADSETS

BOSE A20 $1095.95

LIGHTSPEED ZULU3 $850

PCA-ANR/BT $349

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

-Pacific-CoastA vianics-""

SINCE 1991



Member Benefits Program

WPA Membership has its privileges!

=% WINGS NEWSLETTERS
Printed very two months and digital versions

=% DISCOUNTS FROM NEARLY TWO DOZEN BUSINESSES
And the list is growing!

REGIONAL & STATEWIDE LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY ™% SOCIAL EVENTS & SAFETY SEMINARS
efforts focused on promoting and preserving GA

throughout Washington State

Get great WPA Members-Only Discounts at these aviation-related businesses!

~=£ 28 LOCAL CHAPTERS

Follow the instructions below to access Aircraft Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and print
your WPA membership card, which can be used as proof of eligiblity for discounts from other sponsors.

Go to www.wpaflys.org and click on
Member Discounts.

1. Enter your member ID. discount codes, and a link to print

2. Enter your password your membership card.

At the top of the Member Discounts (click Forgot my Password? if you 4. Use the discount codes when you
page there is a link to access discount want it sent to your email address contact Aircraft Spruce and Spen-
Vol on file). cer Aircraft.

codes and print your membership

card, which can be used to provide 3. Print and keep the membership

card to show the businesses offer-
ing WPA Members-Only discounts.

Once logged in, you will see
(among other things) Aircraft
Spruce and Spencer Aircraft

proof eligibility for discounts. Click that
link to look up your Member ID then:

KUAO (Aurora)
pacificcoastavionics.com

Discount with Member Code
spenceraircraft.com

Receive 5-15% OFF every purchase!
aircraftspruce.com

Aircraft ownership for first time buyers and low
time pilots. tomahawkaero.com

Graphic Design Discounts.
linkedin.com/in/pilardowell

Services Discount. KBFI
galvinflying.com

5% OFF on Instructions or Plane
Rental. 1W1 flyitacademy.com

KALW & KHRI
tomahawkaero.com

5% OFF Repairs
acpropeller.com

Free Shipping on VG Kit. 74S
microaero.com

3% OFF Fuel with $10 Fuel Card
arlingtonflightservices.com

Services Discount. S50
normandyaircraft.com

2021 FLY IN set for August. Discount TBD
arlingtonflyin.org

Discounts TBD
northwayaviation.info

13% OFF Fil'lal Bi" Year'round. KAWO Pilot Medical Solutions, Inc. 15% OFF SEI’ViCES.
aviationcovers.com |leftseat.com

10% OFF.  Free 6 Mo. & Dig.cogmts on

hogertaviation.com Subscriptions. seattleavionics.com

Free Drink with Meal Purchase. Western
WA Location. buzzinnsteakhouse.com

10% OFF Simulator. KPAE
simulationflight.com

10% OFF Flights/Flight Reviews. KBVS 10% OFF Services
flycascade.com signupsigncompany.com

Great Oil Prices. KSHN $50 OFF Demo Flight
smallandsonsoil.com svashonaircraft.com

Find WPA Members-Only Discounts at wpaflys.org (click on Members Benefits to see the latest.)




