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The Lovely 
Mrs. Steed and I 
just arrived back 
from the best little 
fly-in in the state:  
Wings Over Re-
public.  Granted, 
I haven’t been to 
every fly-in in the 
state, and there are 
bigger ones, but 
Wings Over Re-
public has every-

thing you’d expect in a fly-in, and perhaps a 
little bit more.  

Arriving in Republic, it seemed as though 
the whole town had turned out to welcome 
us.  There were marshalers, registration vol-
unteers, cooks, sales people, town people, 
and a bluegrass band playing.  We were soon 
camped and heading for dinner.  Afterwards 
there was camp talk under the wing until the 
moon rose high in the sky.  Saturday there 
were pontoon boat rides, and petroglyph 
tours.  After a steak dinner there were sing-
ers and an Elvis impersonator.  And all day 
there were airplanes and people to talk about 
them to.  It was the best way I can think of to 
spend a weekend.

But during the trip I realized that the 
features of the fly-in weren’t the only rea-
son to attend.  Washington is a large state 
with numerous , amazing, and very different 
habitats with wildly varying topography and 
scenery.  This trip got us to see the Okanogan 
landscape, rivers, valleys, passes, and the old 
course of the Columbia with cliffs and vistas 
that I thought only existed elsewhere.  

If we make the same 3 or 4 flights ev-
ery time we go out, we’ll see the same area 
over and over.  But the amazing fly-ins that 
communities offer give us the perfect reason 
(excuse?) to go fly and explore.  The Desert 
Aire fly-in feeds us breakfast and lets us ex-
perience the Columbia Valley as it flows be-
tween the Cascade foothills and the Palouse.  
The Electric City fly-in takes you to Coulee 
Dam.  Packwood takes you to Mt. Rainier.  
Willapa Bay lets you eat oysters while camp-
ing on the coast.  The Palouse, the San Juans, 
the Cascades . . . Truly something for every-
one.  

The aircraft we fly make it easy to tra-
verse distances and explore this beautiful 
region.  We’re due for some good weather.  
Consult June Fitzpatrick’s Fly-For-Fun Tick-
et and make plans to experience this amaz-
ing place we live.  

President’s 
Message…

George Steed, 
WPA President

Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation Legislative Update

AIRPORTS...and Fuel Taxes
Joint Legistlative Audit & Review Committee (JLARC)

For the past several years the Washing-
ton State Aviation Alliance, the WPA as vot-
ing member of, has been working with our 
legislators to increase funding to the Aero-
nautics Account . . . the purpose is to help 
fund our airports. Based on the quality of 
today’s runway pavement we will need $3.56 
billion over the next 20 years. But that’s only 
half the story. 

We have a two tiered airport system. 
Half are NPIAS airports (National Plan of In-
tegrated Airport System) and the others are 
not. If your airport receives Federal Funds 

(NPIAS) then a $3,000,000 pavement over-
lay would cost the local taxpayer $150,000. 
WSDOT will fund another $150,000 . . . the 
remaining 90% comes from the FAA.

If you are NOT a NPIAS airport then you 
must rely on your own local resources or hope 
that WSDOT Aviation Division will provide 
you with the necessary grants. But they don’t 
have the money. Now what?

Look to the WPA website (ADVO-
CACY). You will see the January 12, 2012 
JLARC Committee findings (pages 25 to 34). 
The following crib notes should entice you to 
learn more.

The Fuel Sales Tax began back in 1921 

By John Dobson, Govt. Affairs Director

By Rep. Tom Dent (R-Moses Lake)

CAP Cadet holds glider wing horizontal while another Cadet pilots the aircraft. See story page 8

Since session has ended, I have had an 
opportunity to spend some time around fly-
ing machines as well as in the air. 

In mid-June I attended the first annual 
air show at the Grant County International 
Airport. I have to say, it was one of the best 
airshows I have ever been too. There were 
great aviators, a good mix of airplanes and 
all types of amazing performances. 

I needed to take some time to annual my 
Mooney M-20E before I saddled up and flew 
to Rapid City, South Dakota for a family re-
union. I have not made a long cross country 
like this since I flew to Flagstaff in 2017. 

We have seen unseasonal levels of rain 
across parts of this great country this spring 
and early summer. Everything was green 
and the grass in cow country looked great. 
The Black Hills were absolutely stunning 
dressed up in their greenery. Mt. Rushmore 
is a reminder of the greatness of this country, 
and its “nothing is impossible” attitude of its 
citizens. It was a great place to spend Inde-
pendence Day. 

As I reflect on the past session at our 
successes and failures, I have been putting a 
plan together for the next session. 

I was in Washington D.C. in late June 
working on water issues. I took advantage 
of my time there and met with the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) to discuss 
issues relevant to Washington State. 

At the top of my list is funding to im-
prove and expand our airport infrastructure. 
We talked about our work and efforts in the 
Washington State Legislature to make this 
happen. They provided a different perspec-
tive and a couple refreshing ideas to help this 
legislation pass next year. The FAA is defi-
nitely supportive of our goal and expressed a 
willingness to lend technical support as well. 

AeroTec in Moses Lake is beginning 
work on developing an electric aircraft. 
They are using a Cessna Caravan, removing 
the Pratt and Whitney power plant and then 
will install an electric motor. They will also 
design the battery pack and mounting needs. 
We know the batteries needed to produce the 
electrical current to power the Caravan for 
commercial use do not exist yet, but battery 
technology is evolving at a rapid rate. Devel-
oping this electric-powered aircraft should 
provide the data needed to determine if 
electric-powered aircraft is feasible in com-
mercial operations for the future. 

Drone use is expanding rapidly and 
while in Washington D.C. our aviation con-
versation involved drones and how we can 
keep them and airplanes safe in airspace. 
Drones are here to stay and finding ways to 
improve their compatibility in the aviation 
world are necessary. 

If you are following aviation news, 
you have seen new regional passenger air-
craft are on the drawing board as air travel 
continues to grow and these new airplanes 

will hopefully fill 
a need in smaller 
markets. 

I have been se-
lected to serve on 
the airport siting 
commission cre-
ated last session by 
Senate Bill 5370. 
The commission 
will study options 
for a new commer-
cial airport in Washington state. I am excited 
about the possibility of a new airport and the 
opportunity to serve on this commission. 

I will also be serving on a task force to 
look at the feasibility of aerial application on 
private and public timberland. The creation 
of the task force is part of the passage of Sen-
ate Bill 5597. I am grateful for being selected 
to this task force as well. 

All in all aviation is expanding at a rapid 
pace. We are truly living in an exciting time! 
Until next time blue skies and tailwinds...

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of 
Washington and has been a professional 
pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 
20,000-logged hours. He currently holds an 
Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-en-
gine land with commercial privileges single 
engine land, he is also a Certificated Flight 
Instructor for both single and multi-engine 
airplane and instrument airplane. He lives 
on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, 
seven miles northeast of Moses Lake. Tom, 
represents the 13th District, and is currently 
serving his third term in the state House of 
Representatives.

(Continued on page 4)

State Rep. Tom Dent 
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

($.01) per gallon. The Companion Use Tax 
began in 1935. But it really came into its own 
in 1967 with passage of the “Aircraft Fuel Tax 
Act”. We now see the origins of the $.02 per 
gallon on fuel and the addition of the sales 
tax on the entire purchase. The Legislature 
directed the tax proceeds to be deposited into 
the new Aeronautics Account . . . i.e. DOT 
Aviation Division!

“The Aviation Division was to use 
those funds to support and maintain local 
airports, maintain state-owned airports, 
and assist in planning and technical ad-
vice”!     

The state also provided exemptions 
from the tax for various uses or sales . . . 

1.	 RCW 82.42.030
Commercial air carrier use
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Bowerman Field
1450 Airport Way Hoquiam, WA  98550

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 24 Federal: Airport Elevation:                18 
Associated City: Hoquiam Approach Category:
County: Grays Harbor State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 1 FAA: IIB
Owner: Port of Grays Harbor Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/19/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -           
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 0 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -           
Medical Transport Single-Engine 26
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/27/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 26 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/27/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 1 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 26            5        658        
Operations 6,060       4,254 142,000 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-                                         
-                                         
-                                         

Citation II

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt

Grays Harbor County acquired Moon Island Airport in 1946. In 1953, the airport was renamed
Bowerman Field, for U.S. fighter pilot Robert Bowerman, a WWII hero and owner of one of the first
commercial aviation businesses in Grays Harbor. In 1962, the County transferred ownership to the
Port, solidifying the Port’s commitment to provide aviation facilities in the region. Working with the
FAA, the Port has expanded the airport to become the largest jet-capable airport on Washington’s
Coast.

Regional

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 375 0 0
Military Local 375 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 3893 3394 3394 3394
General Local 2607 2666 2666 2666
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Executive Committee & Officers
President: George Steed	 206	 619	8263
VP West: Rashell Rosenkranz	 509 859 2994
VP East: Don Fitzpatrick	 206	669	8278
Treasurer: Bud Smilanich	 360	 427	6844
Secretary: Rick Beckert	              360 653 5464	

Directors:
Membership: Rich Jones 	  425 349 9802
Airports: Tom Jensen	 360	825	6777
Safety & Education: Ken Davies	 360	 202	0836 
Govt Affairs: John Dobson	 360	898	 2319
Dir at Large: Angel Base	     509	 328 1773
Communications: Marian Jensen	 509	 230	 0315

WPA Website:
http://www.wpaflys.org

Ephrata Municipal
1990 Division Street Ephrata, WA  98823

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 13 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,276 
Associated City: Ephrata Approach Category:
County: Grant State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 3 FAA: IIB
Owner: Grant County Port District No 9Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/14/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 8 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 24
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 55 AIS Last Updated: 12/6/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 87 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/6/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 87 21 239
Operations 30,500 - 90,006

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Beech Super King Air 
B200

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt,A
sphalt

Runway 03/21 is 5500' x 75': Single Wheel-30, Dual Wheel-60. Runway 11/29, used in
crosswinds, is 60' x 3,843' and rated for 12,500 lbs gross weight. Runway 04/22, glider ops only, is
3,467' x 150'. Powered aircraft parking: ramp south of Taxiway A2. Glider parking: north of A2.
CTAF is 122.8. 100LL for sale across from A2. Credit cards accepted at the self-serve station
24hrs.Lounge and courtesy car available. Average 343 VFR flying days/yr. ASOS may be
monitored @ 509.754.3761 or Freq 135.775

Community 
Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0 0 0 0
Military Local 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 8526 500 500 500
General Local 21924 30000 30000 30000
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Ephrata Municipal
1990 Division Street Ephrata, WA  98823

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 13 Federal: Airport Elevation:           1,276 
Associated City: Ephrata Approach Category:
County: Grant State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 3 FAA: IIB
Owner: Grant County Port District No 9Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/14/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 8 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -
Medical Transport Single-Engine 24
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 55 AIS Last Updated: 12/6/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 87 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/6/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 0 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 87 21 239
Operations 30,500 - 90,006

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-
-
-

Beech Super King Air 
B200

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt,Asphalt,A
sphalt

Runway 03/21 is 5500' x 75': Single Wheel-30, Dual Wheel-60. Runway 11/29, used in
crosswinds, is 60' x 3,843' and rated for 12,500 lbs gross weight. Runway 04/22, glider ops only, is
3,467' x 150'. Powered aircraft parking: ramp south of Taxiway A2. Glider parking: north of A2.
CTAF is 122.8. 100LL for sale across from A2. Credit cards accepted at the self-serve station
24hrs.Lounge and courtesy car available. Average 343 VFR flying days/yr. ASOS may be
monitored @ 509.754.3761 or Freq 135.775

Community 
Service

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 0 0 0 0
Military Local 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 8526 500 500 500
General Local 21924 30000 30000 30000
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Bowerman Field
1450 Airport Way Hoquiam, WA  98550

NOTE: Data on this page comes from the WA Airport Information System Database (AIS).

AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Location Approach
Legislative Dist: 24 Federal: Airport Elevation:                18 
Associated City: Hoquiam Approach Category:
County: Grays Harbor State:

Organizational Structure Type of Airport
Ownership Type: Port Number: 1 FAA: IIB
Owner: Port of Grays Harbor Type(s): Description:

AIRPORT ACTIVITY
Activities Based Aircraft Cargo

Based Transient AIS Last Updated: 12/19/2011
Agricultural Spraying Jet 0 Number of Cargo Carriers -           
Air Ambulance Multi-Engine 0 Total Cargo Volume (Tons) -           
Medical Transport Single-Engine 26
Airplane Parts Manufacturing Y Rotor Based 0 Ground Transportation
Aerial Surveying Glider 0 AIS Last Updated: 12/27/2010
Wildland Firefighting Military 0 Bus Service
Skydiving/Parachute Drops Ultralight 0 Taxi Service
Aerial Tours Seaplane 0 Marine Service
Civil Air Patrol Total 26 Rail Service
Cargo Activity Fixed Based Operators Shuttle Service
Flight Training AIS Last Updated: 12/27/2010 Limo Town Car
Commercial Carrier Activity No. of FBOs 1 Other Ground Transportation

Comparison by State Classification Take Offs and Landings (Operations)
Airport

Low High
Based Aircraft 26            5        658        
Operations 6,060       4,254 142,000 

Commercial Enplanements*

2010
2009
2008

Fuel Service

80 LL
100 LL
MoGas
Jet A
Helicopter Fuel

*Enplanements are passengers boarding a commercial aircraft.  Does not 
include disembarking passengers.

-                                         
-                                         
-                                         

Citation II

Classification

Service Classification

Runway(s)

B: 91 to < 
121 knots

General Aviation Airport

Asphalt

Grays Harbor County acquired Moon Island Airport in 1946. In 1953, the airport was renamed
Bowerman Field, for U.S. fighter pilot Robert Bowerman, a WWII hero and owner of one of the first
commercial aviation businesses in Grays Harbor. In 1962, the County transferred ownership to the
Port, solidifying the Port’s commitment to provide aviation facilities in the region. Working with the
FAA, the Port has expanded the airport to become the largest jet-capable airport on Washington’s
Coast.

Regional

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Military Itinerant 375 0 0
Military Local 375 0 0 0
Commercial Air Taxi 0 0 0 0
Commercial Air Carrier 0 0 0 0
General Itinerant 3893 3394 3394 3394
General Local 2607 2666 2666 2666
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The nearly $2.5 million dollar drainage 
project at Bowerman Airport, Grays Harbor, 
is well underway and the facility is sched-
uled to reopen on its September 8th project-
ed date.          

The job includes 
regrading of runway 
and taxiway shoulders, 
as well as the area be-
tween the runway and 
taxiway to move wa-
ter away from those 
surfaces. Much of the 
drainage infrastructure 
in that area is being 
removed and replaced 
with additional catch 
basins.  After comple-
tion, the area will be 
seeded and returned to a 
grass-covered surface. 
Edge lighting along the 
runway will be replaced 
and the segmented nav-
igation circle repaired. 
The work is being done 
to reduce surface water 
at the airport.

        Visitors who 
fly into the area to hike 
the trails of the Quinault 
Rainforest, comb the 
miles long beaches 
of Ocean Shores, fish 
aboard the charter boats 
of Westport or spend-
ing an idyllic week at 
Washington’s newest 
coastal town Seabrook 
will not have to wait 
long.  

Another point of interest in the area is 
the Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge.  
It is one of only a handful of major migra-
tion refueling spots in the nation.  For a few 
weeks every spring these mudflats become 
feeding grounds for up to a million shore-
birds.  Every year near the beginning of May 
the Grays Harbor Audubon Society holds a 
Shorebird festival celebrating the return of 
the shorebirds. The festival includes field 
trips and lectures, as well as the opportunity 
to meet Birders from around the country.  

Founded in 1911, the Port of Grays Har-
bor is one of Washington State’s oldest port 
districts and Washington’s only deep-water 
port located directly on the Pacific Ocean. 
The Port of Grays Harbor operates 4 deep-
water marine terminals, the Westport Ma-
rina, Bowerman Airport, Grays Harbor ship 
assist services, numerous public waterfront 
access facilities, in addition to industrial and 
business parks throughout the County. Stra-
tegically located midway between Seattle 
and Portland and less than 1 ½ hours from 
open sea, the Port of Grays Harbor provides 
businesses a diverse portfolio of facilities. 

Pilots have long found Bowerman Air-
port to be a convenient, central location from 
which to explore the region.  Many GA pilots 
enjoy landing at Bowerman and then hop-
ping to the airports of Westport (14S), Ocean 
Shores (W04) or Copalis Beach (S16).  

Bowerman is a public use airport situ-
ated two-miles west of the central business 

district of Hoquiam.  It is owned by the Port 
of Grays Harbor.  Located on the Hoquiam 
waterfront, the facility boasts a 5,000-foot 
runway with an ILS, parallel taxiway, han-
gar facilities, and aviation fuel, both 100LL 
and Jet A.  

Pilots can arrange for rental cars in ad-
vance through the local Hertz office in Ab-
erdeen or use the local taxi service to reach 
their destinations.  Tie-downs are available 
for no cost, and a pilot lounge welcomes air-
port guests needing a place to relax between 
flights.  Bowerman is also participating 
in the Fly Washington Passport Program, 
and pilots will find the stamp in the Pilot’s 
Lounge.   

The waterfront location and scenic 
views surrounding Bowerman Airport’s lo-
cation and facilities offer a “laid back”, non-
congested experience for visitors.  Corporate 
users like Willis Enterprises, AGP, and yacht 
builder Westport LLC find the spacious run-
way, fueling and tie-down amenities a con-
venient necessity for trips to their Grays 
Harbor operations.  

Bowerman Airport
By Marian Jensen

WPA Wings
A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association

1100 Bellevue Way NE, STE 8A; PO BOX 397
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via email to:  

marianjensen@skynetbb.com
Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:

Washington Pilots Association
1100 Bellevue Way NE, STE 8A; PO BOX 397

Bellevue, WA 98004
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pi-
lots Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington 
State. Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed 
by the author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertain-
ment and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not 
rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the 
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and 
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety 
and in no case shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member 
of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any 
use or lack thereof, that readers may or may not choose to make 
of the information contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Bowerman Airport 
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0517 – 23 May 2019
Dave - “The citizens of Republic may 

not appreciate our wake-up call”
Thus began our journey to land at ev-

ery county in the State of Washington in one 
day.

THE TEAM
-	 Don Goodman – Pilot
-	 Dave Adams – Co-Pilot
-	 Natala Goodman – Navigator
-	 Transporter - 1976 C182P N1394S

BEGINNINGS
Most ideas start with a dream, some 

good, others not-so-good.  One of my dreams 
was to touch down in all 39 counties in 
Washington State.  What a wonderful way to 
see the beautiful and diverse State of Wash-
ington!  As I began to research county air-
ports I discovered that four (4) counties have 
no operational public use airports……….
what to do!

SUPPORT FROM PRIVATE 
AIRSTRIP OWNERS

This is the very pleasant “back story” 
of our planning efforts.  Seeking permis-
sion from, and getting to know, four private 
airstrip owners that were the key to achiev-
ing our goal.  James and Charlotte – Asotin 
County, Roger – Garfield County, Robert – 
Skamania County, and Al and Lorie – Wah-
kiakum County.  Without exception they 
were enthusiastic and very helpful.  With 39 
airstrips/airports identified I began to think 
about a way to efficiently link multiple coun-
ty airports based on their location within a 
given county.

TRAVELING SALESMAN 
PROBLEM (TSP)

The TSP is a mathematical analysis to 
determine how to most efficiently go from 
Point A, to Point B, C, D, E, F, G…….etc.  
Everyday thousands of TSP solutions are 
calculated by the UPS and FedEx’s of our 
world.  I solicited my longtime friend, Boe-
ing Technical Fellow, John Lixvar, to solve 
my TSP for Washington State.  John utilized 
the Concorde (CPLEX) solver executed on 
the NEOS server at Arizona State Univer-
sity.  With John’s analysis in hand I came 
to the realization that it may be possible to 
accomplish the “Washington State Grand 
Tour” in a single day.

ACCEPTABLE RISK
Natala and I attended a presentation at 

Sun-n-Fun in April of this year by the stal-
wart couple of general aviation, John and 
Martha King.  The King’s opening comment 
was something to the effect of “get real” if 
“safety” in transportation is your primary 
objective, you should not be flying GA air-
craft!  The King’s focused on the concept 
of “acceptable risk” which, of course, will 
vary from person-to-person.  I had more 
than one talk with myself as I evaluated the 
risks;  38 takeoffs and landings in itself was 
daunting, back-to-back unfamiliar airports, 
fuel management, aircraft concerns, overall 
flight crew strength, “mission pressure”, etc.  
Ultimately we rationalized acceptable risk 
mitigated somewhat by extensive planning, 
the aircraft and flight crew capability.

PREPARATIONS
Contemplation led to definitive research 

and planning a year ago.  Two of the four pri-
vate airstrips were ground surveyed.  Lack-
ing phone numbers I wrote to three of the 
four airstrip owners.  It took a while but all 
three responded and the fourth was reached 
via phone.  We landed at James and Char-
lotte’s Asotin strip in late April on our return 
from an extended flying trip to SUN n’ FUN 
in Florida.  Mid-May was targeted for plenty 
of light with generally cooler temperatures 
than later in the summer.

POSITIONING FLIGHT – 
22 MAY 2019

The weather mid-May was generally 
unsettled including frequent marine layers 
occurring on the coast often not dissipat-
ing until late afternoon, if at all.  22-23 May 
looked promising, not perfect but promising.  
In addition to positioning to Republic (R49), 
Ferry County, we planned to scout 18JY in 
Wahkiakum County and 4WA1 in Skamania 
County.  Departing our home base airport 
of Skagit Regional Airport (KBVS) at 0756 
we encountered the marine layer just south 

of Bremerton, WA (KPWT).  The Airport 
Diner at KPWT was beckoning so we cooled 
our jets for a couple hours enjoying pancakes 
and copious amounts of tea/coffee.  Burn-off 
was slow but steady and we were off again 
at 1104 for “Skamokawa East” (18JY).  This 
airstrip has its challenges but the grass 
was well prepared by the Al and Lorie in 
preparation for our arrival.  The next scout 
“Browns Cape Horn”, 4WA1, is an exciting 
grass strip on a plateau overlooking the Co-
lumbia River.  Airport owner Robert, an en-
thusiastic “80 something “pilot met us.  We 
enjoyed learning the history of the strip and 
of Robert’s many years flying from it.

Our final stop was Othello, WA for top-
ping the tanks and filling two 5 gallon fuel 
bags.  We arrived Republic at 1645.  The 
tanks were topped from the fuel bags after 
which we took advantage of the much appre-
ciated airport loaner car to enjoy a fine din-
ner in Republic.  After double checking all 
details for the next day we were in our sleep-
ing bags by 2100 hoping for a few solid hours 
of rest prior to our 0330 wake up alarm.

“THE BIG W” – 23 MAY 2019
Anxious, I awoke prior to the alarm.  I 

had a good quiet chuckle to myself contem-
plating a call to Flight Services to file our 
flight plan for the day…………..how many 
hours would that have taken!  Instead, Dave’s 
wife, Greta, was on “flight watch” with Dave 
periodically texting our status.  Thank you 
Greta!  We filled a couple large thermoses of 
hot water, inhaled sticky buns, packed and 
were airborne 17 minutes passed our target 
of 0500.  It was a perfect morning for flying; 
a beautiful sunrise, CAVU and smooth air.

The first leg took us due east to Ione 
(S23), Pend Oreille County, via Sherman 
Pass and our highest altitude for the day, 
7,500’.  From Ione we turned south on our 
way down the first “leg” of the “Big W”.  
Just south of Deer Park (KDEW), Spokane 
County, we had the first of only four commu-
nications with ATC for the entire day, a VFR 
transition southbound through Felts Field’s 
Class D airspace.

Despite having previously been to Aso-
tin County’s Hawks Run (00WN) I managed 
to fly right over it.  At 2900’ Hawks Run was 
the highest elevation airport for the day.  A 
couple of circles brought us back on track 
and another exciting landing on this one-way 
field.  James and Charlotte insisted on feed-
ing us a wonderful breakfast quiche with 
homemade banana bread.  How could we 
pass that up!  We hated to “dine and dash” 
but that is exactly what we did (not before 
a care package of banana bread to go was 
provided).

By the time we reached Tri Cities 
(KPSC), Franklyn County at 0900, our 
smooth air was a thing of the past.  We had 
hoped to make Chelan our first re-fuel but 
took on 20 gallons as it was looking a lit-
tle tight making Chelan.  One of the flight 
planning challenges we had was factoring in 
landing at every way point.  Foreflight does 
not calculate estimated flight time nor fuel 
burn in that way.  We took on 50 gallons at 
Chelan (S97), Chelan County, so we would 
have had 5 usable gallons had we not added 
fuel in the Tri-Cities.  A good call.

From Chelan we started down the third 
leg of the “Big W”.  On this leg we had the 
shortest flight between two counties, a ten 
minute flight from Sunnyside (1S5), Yakima 
County and Prosser (S40), Benton Coun-
ty.  We had planned to take a lunch break 
at Prosser but it was clear we were behind 
schedule.  Instead we ate more power bars 
and drank Gatorade.

Robert gave us an encouraging wave as 
we did a stop and go at Browns Cape Horn 
(4WA1), Skamania County, the southernmost 
airport of the day.  The next airport following 
Browns was Goheen (W52), Clark County.  
Goheen is a sleepy little grass gem which we 
all agreed we wanted to return to.  Now on 
the final leg of the “Big W” we began to feel 
like we may indeed make it.  But wait!  That 
pesky marine layer had still not fully burned-
off at 1400!  Skamokawa East, (18JY) was 
on the very edge of the layer with Willapa 
Harbor (2S9), Pacific County and Bowerman 
(KHQM), Grays Harbor County, further to 

Washington State Grand Tour – a.k.a. “The Big W” 
Flying to all 39 Counties in a Day

WINGS 
Electronic Version Available
Your favorite newsletter, the WPA WINGS, is available by electronic 
subscription.  The default delivery of WINGS is by way of snail mail.  
I am a dinosaur and like to read the print version of WINGS and the 
Wall Street Journal.  To “Opt Out” of the snail mail version, go to 
the website, www.wpaflys.org and log into the member management 
portion using your user name and password.  You can edit your own 
member information.  If you select electronic version you will not 
get the print version of WINGS.  You can always view and download 
WINGS newsletters from the newsletter archive on the website.  If 
you can’t or don’t want to log into the management system please 
send me an email, DAVE@BSCENGR.COM and I will make the 
requested changes for you.		

Your Humble Servant,   Dave Lucke

the west.  We pushed on cautiously.  Luck 
was with us, Willapa Harbor was MVFR.  
To allow a little more time for Bowerman to 
clear we took a deviation in our flight plan 
and flew due east to Chehalis (KCLS), Lewis 
County for fuel and to kill a little time.  An 
airport employee was at the self-service fuel 
dock assisting a customer.  He and I began 
making the usual airport small talk and he 
asked me “where we had been today”.  Be-
fore I could 
think of what to 
tell him he got a 
cell call and was 
onto more im-
portant matters.  
I felt relieved.  
The additional 
hour at KCLS 
helped provide 
enough visibil-
ity improvement 
to make Bower-
man field.

The bal-
ance of the day 
was unevent-
ful.  We were all 
getting a little 
punch drunk but 
the energy bars/
drinks were 
keeping us well 
c a f f e i n a t e d .  
A p p r o a c h i n g 
Arlington I felt 
we had it in the 
bag, we were in 
our back yard 
and all the re-
maining air-
ports were very 
familiar to us.  
Our final land-
ing was runway 

By Don Goodman, Bellingham, WA

29 at Skagit Regional (KBVS), Skagit Coun-
ty at 1935.  Clearing the runway we all gave 
a hearty cheer for achieving our 39 county 
goal.

BY-THE-NUMBERS
-	 Elapsed Time: 14 hrs 18 min
-	 Flight Time: 10 hrs 41 min
-	 Total Distance: 1342 nm
-	 Average Ground Speed: 123 kts
-	 Fuel Burn: 175 gallons 100LL

Download the WPA Teamup 
Calendar from the App Store today!
Don and June Fitzpatrick spend a great deal of 
time putting together the WPA “Fly-for Fun” Calen-
dar. They send out an email to as many friends as 
they can with hard copy attached. They also make 
sure the calendar gets posted to the WPA website. 
But what happens if you don’t have access to a 
computer? You’re at the pilots lounge or chatting 
with a friend on the phone . . . Where are we going 
this weekend?  When is the Republic Fly in? When is 
Arlington?

Planning for your next fly-out 
adventure has never been easier. 

This is simple . . . follow the links below
 https://www.teamup.com/apps/

• Teamup for Android 
   (Samsung, Nexus, HTC, Huawei, …)
• Teamup for iOS (iPhone, iPad, …)

When asked insert the following WPA Calendar Key:  ks4fc9b1660c5f5af3 
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At the WPA 
state board meet-
ing held during 
the great, old-fash-
ioned and friendly 
Republic fly-in, 
Gary Miranda, 
president of the 
Southwest WPA 
chapter, men-
tioned “the value 
of WPA.” He cited 
some numbers 
which suggest that 
the fraction of Or-

egon Pilots (of total registered in the state) is 
about 24% while WPA is only around 10% 
(of a much larger total pilot registration.) 

I see that the OPA is similar to the WPA 
in many ways, with a bimonthly newsletter, 
strong support for legislative activity, social 
(meetings and flying) activities, aviation 
scholarships, DART-like emergency services 
support and an annual “convention” (similar 
to our Puyallup meeting.) The OPA organi-
zation is also similar, just differing in the 
details (half the chapters but twice as many 
regional directors), but without mention of 
airport advocacy. 

I’m a bit of a social curmudgeon, but 
have long been involved in legislative and 
airport advocacy, the other “value of WPA.” 
Two examples: WPA took the lead and 
worked with other groups to prevent the ex-
tinction of Ranger Creek (21W) and Rupers-
burg (D69).

Good news, but “we” failed to save 

Airports Report

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

Republic BOD Meeting 07/13/2019
As we approach September 1st, we need to confirm what materials we need and how we 

want to address and finalize the 2020 membership renewal process. There are lead times for 
collateral pieces. Do we want to expand our new member solicitation?

At 1004, 2019 memberships are running only slightly behind the 2018 level of 1038. But 
there is always the need to grow membership. Every renewal and new member sign up is 
critical if we are to have the cash available for expenses, special projects and benefits for our 
members.

With recent upgrades and updates by Les Flue, the WPA website is working and looking 
great. And, the Management System is working better than ever.

Each of us has an opportunity to increase WPA membership. Every current member and 
every officer has the opportunity to solicit for new members and bring those members who are 
not current back into the fold.   

Treasurer’s Report
By Bud Smilanich,   WPA State Treasurer

Lester State (15S) or the 15 other public use 
airports lost in King, Snohomish, and Pierce 
counties since 1965. (This list includes Fed-
eral Way, Bellevue, Martha Lake, Issaquah, 
Maple Valley, and Spanaway, to name a few.) 
Most of these losses were due to inexorable 
growth and development, but others like Sky-
komish (S88) and Woodland (W27) could be 
endangered without YOUR help.

WPA members do continue to help with 
the “shovel work” on many state airports, 
helping to keep them save and viable. Re-
cently, Aviation Director David Fleckenstein 
and his wife joined Paul Wolf and a very 
small crew of WPA volunteers to do brush 
clearing and cleanup at Stehekin (6S9). In the 
past, the WPA helped establish the sprinkler 
system at Stehekin, and is working with Paul 
to get trees trimmed on the approach.

 You’ve probably noticed road traf-
fic when flying over the same. (e.g. 4 hours 
Seattle to Portland not unusual…) Please 
think about this when enjoying the air, and 
consider protecting your places to land. Do 
that by adopting an airport (see https://www.
wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/) and/or becoming an 
AOPA Airport Support Network volunteer. 
Many positions are open and YOU can make 
a difference. Meet new/old friends who are 
bringing great stuff to some of our west side 
airports (Tim Mensonides at S50 and Warren 
Hendrickson at PWT) and ask how to help.

Meanwhile, our Stuart Island cabin is 
getting regular use and enjoyment. If the 
whim strikes, call me for a reservation. It’s 
a great, even romantic getaway (if you have 
the right spouse.)

Operating aircraft for testing . . .
Operating aircraft to train crews for an aircraft purchase

2.	 RCW 82.42.070
Imported into the state . . . to be sold while in interstate / foreign commerce
Exported from the state
Sold to the armed services of the US for export

It was in this 1967 session that the Legislature enacted the Pilot Registration Fees. The pur-
pose of the fee was to pay for a new Air Search and Rescue, Safety, and Education Account.  Fast 
forward to 2003 and the fuel tax rate jumped to $.10 per gallon. In 2005 the tax was increased to 
$.11 per gallon but the Pilot Registration Fee was dropped. No consideration was given on how to 
fund Search and Rescue, Safety and Education. The Aeronautics Account was now being asked 
to do more with less money for airport grants.

 The Public Policy Objectives for the aviation fuel tax . . . “were structured such that the 
parties that benefited from the expenditure of aircraft fuel tax receipts were the ones that paid 
the tax”. The Committee then asked if there was any evidence to show that the tax preferences . 
. . achieved any of these public policy objectives.

“It does not appear that the aircraft excise tax is fulfilling its implied original public 
policy purpose. The legislature has expanded the use of the funds generated by the avia-
tion fuel tax, and now additional parties benefit from these expenditures, but do not pay 
the tax”.
“Due to the preferences (exemptions), the tax is paid by a limited number of fuel users, but 
the tax proceeds benefit a much larger population”.

So, recall the fact that our 135 airports contribute over $540 million in tax revenues annu-
ally. Yet our Aviation Division receives on average $1.3 million per year to do the impossible. 
Even with Federal Funds included as shown in this two year budget chart above the tail is wag-
ging the dog. At your convenience, please download a copy of the JLARC Report . . . The more 
you know the better for you to explain it to your local House / Senate representative.

AIRPORTS & Fuel Taxes
(Continued from page 1)

Here we are 
in the middle of 
flying season, 
and the sum-
mer weather is 
finally starting 
to appear, which 
means more pilots 
will be out fly-
ing around for the 
$200 hamburger, 
seeing the sights 
or maybe going to 
a FATPNW event. 

We are also less than six months away from 
our mandatory ADS-b compliance mandate 
of January 1, 2020. Myself, I installed the 
Apareo Stratus ES3i, which is ADS-b in and 
out.  I use FlyQ and have been pretty famil-
iar with using FlyQ on my iPad.   However, 
I found myself in for a surprise on my first 
flight with ADS-b which was also going to 
be my certification flight. My iPad happened 
to show lots of flashing “red” around my air-
plane symbol on FlyQ.  I kind of panicked 
at the time.  It was not a very comfortable 
feeling knowing somewhere out there within 
a half a mile there was someone within 200 
feet of me.  I had just taken off from Ana-
cortes Airport (74S) and as I started my scan 
at about eleven o’clock I saw a helicopter 
headed the opposite direction about a quarter 
mile away and two hundred feet below me.  I 
immediately felt a lot better.  I landed at the 
Skagit Airport to take on fuel before start-
ing my ADS-b certification flight in Whid-
bey Class Charlie airspace.  As I was taxiing 
around the Skagit Airport, I could still see 
lots of flashing “red” on my iPad screen. As 
I zoomed in on the screen, I found three air-
craft on the ground and at least three aircraft 
in the pattern besides myself. I could see 
there was going to be some getting used to 
this. I now had a lot more information than I 
had before and I would need to know how to 
process it.  My certification flight went very 
well, and I passed the first time.  A lesson 
to take way from this flight experience is 
even though you probably know your iPad or 

Safety & Education Report
tablet and are well versed in your electronic 
flight bag application (EFB), you should do 
some research on how your ADS-b system is 
going to function and what you can expect to 
see before you fly. 

      On another subject, the Port of 
Skagit commissioners have recently voted to 
surplus all five hangars that were damaged 
by the January “micro-burst” storm.  This 
does not mean they will all be demolish soon 
but it does allow the port to demolish them 
when the airport master plan takes shape. 
Currently, hangars A through C will be de-
molished within about a six-month period to 
make way for a box hangar that will house a 
jet amongst other aircraft. I bring this up be-
cause even though hangar space is tight at all 
Pacific Northwest airports, most port leases 
are month to month meaning they can termi-
nate the lease just like you can terminate the 
lease. Who says a J-3 Cub or an RV-6 cannot 
be parked outside on the ramp?  I’ve talked 
to a number of pilots and it’s been done be-
fore, and for an extended period of time.  
There is progress to build “T” hangars on the 
other side of the runway but they may not be 
complete in time. In construction situations 
like these there are an awful lot of moving 
parts and the stars have to line up just right.  
I’m sure everyone would rather be in a han-
gar than on the ramp. The take away from 
this is all pilots need to communicate with 
airports. There have been some local air-
ports including Skagit, where hangars have 
been found to be storing mostly non-aviation 
items (not aircraft). People always seem to 
come together and make things work when 
a catastrophe happens. Let us hope it works 
out this time as well.  

      Last but not least, I recently found 
out Lycoming has named Aircraft Spruce 
& Specialty as an authorized distributor for 
Lycoming engines and parts. This will allow 
Aircraft Spruce to increase their inventory 
and provide competitive pricing on the full 
line of Lycoming products! For those pilots 
headed to OSHKOSH have a safe trip and 
make an attempt meet some new pilots along 
the way.

By Ken Davies - Safety 
& Education Director

Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)

100LL Line Service
Heated Hangar
Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access
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Wow! July 
already, and 
days are getting 
shorter!  But, still 
lots of flying op-
portunities that 
are coming up 
and the Fly-For-
Fun Schedule has 
been sent to Les 
Flue to put on the 
Website. A good 
reminder here is 
that the next WPA 
State Board meet-

ing will be on July 13th at the Republic Fly-
in.  Each State officer and director and each 
chapter President (or their appointee) is sup-
posed to come.  But, the meetings are open 
and I encourage everyone who want to come 
to attend.  It is interesting to find out just what 
we are working on, and why.  The Repub-
lic fly-in has long been one of our favorites. 
Please advise your members.

 I have flown a lot this month.  Besides 
personal trips to Idaho, Paine Field, and a do-
nated flight, I have been to Richland, Pasco, 
Desert Air, Moses Lake, Quincy, Mansfield, 
Tonasket, Okanogan, Spokane a couple of 
times, and all five of the backcountry airports 
that we will visit on our Backcountry Semi-
nar program.  I really enjoyed meeting with 
Spokane’s Board of Directors and hearing 
how busy they are.  They have so many good 
ideas, like their Fall Colors tour by air for 
Veterans.  They had great stories to tell about 
this, and how well it is received.  Almost any 
chapter could do that trip and get some press.

 I am still hearing how few people know 
about, and how to  use our management sys-
tem. So, I have started to address it, as you 
probably noticed in my last months’s com-
ments.  But, I am going to go back a page.  
Each member is assigned a unique identi-
fier when they join.  It is the first three let-
ters o your last name followed by the first 
three letters of your first name, followed by 
001. Mine, for example is FITDON001. So 
go into the Management System (Home page 
of WPAFLYS.org) and get your password set 
up.  Most treasurers of each chapter should 
be using the management system for account-
ing.  If you are not, let me know, or Bud Smi-
lanich, and we can send you a Power Point 
that explains it.  While it looks complicated 
at first, you will get used to it.  If you are 
another officer you should be able to get to 
Membership information.  This is where you 
really get help. You can find out if that pilot 
that came to your meeting last month actually 
joined or not.  You can find out who is on the 
paid list for your chapter.  More important, 
you can find out who is on the unpaid list and 
start calling those people to find out why they 
didn’t join, and encourage them to re-join.  
You can also get their address, email, phone, 

Eastside Report

Don Fitzpatrick
Vice President, East

I am not sure 
how many of you 
read the FAA 
Safety Briefing 
publication.   I 
pick it up from 
time to time be-
cause they are 
usually scattered 
around my work.   
I currently work 
for a company 
that contracts to 

the FAA.   In the most recent publication 
there is an article that states “Research 
shows that pilots benefit when they feel like 
they are part of a group or family.  Safety 
records of airmen that belong to type clubs 
or aviation associations suggest that these 
pilots are less likely to have an accident 
than their non-member colleagues. Less 
measurable but equally vital is the strong 
sense of community and camaraderie that 
comes with being in the company of like-
minded aviators. It becomes a safe haven 
to ask a question, bounce off an idea, or 
to just share your latest, “There I was ... 
” story to eager ears. More importantly, it 
becomes the ideal environment for safety 
attitudes to develop and an aviation safety 

Westside Report

Rashell Rosenkranz
Vice President, West

plane type, and other information from the 
records.  This is very helpful.  You look up 
their record and you will see what their in-
terest were when they signed up.  Some are 
willing to do advocacy.  Some want to teach.  
Some want to plan and organize airport open 
houses, Some want to educate the media and 
teachers about the benefits of general avia-
tion.  Wow, these are the kind of people we 
need! And, if we don’t ask them, they will get 
discouraged.  Spend some time in member-
ship and you will be rewarded.

 As you all know, I believe each chapter 
should have a very complete list of it’s paid 
members, including their spouses or sig-
nificant others.  This should be turned into a 
mailing list that you use every month to post 
your minutes, remind members of your meet-
ings and outings, and send other valuable 
information, sent to the member and spouse 
or significant other. And you should provide 
this list to all your members.  It helps them 
with the little, but important things, like Bill’s 
wife’s name.  And,, since she keeps the calen-
dar in the household, Bill may start coming 
to meetings again. Everyone likes to have the 
information on their other chapter members 
and friends.  I don’t think many people mis-
use the information.

 If you promise to experiment with this a 
little, next month I will tell you how to com-
municate with your members, or others via 
the management system.

 Finally, you may get tired of this, but I 
am looking for my replacement.  I expect to 
run for President in February and I will have 
served my two-year term as East Side VP.  
Please send me your name if you are inter-
ested so we can discuss the job.  If you know 
of others that may be qualified or interested, 
please let me know that too.  We also need a 
Secretary for the State.  This is a position ap-
pointed by the President, but we have none at 
this time.  Want power?  This is the Power of 
the Pen!  We also have some very important 
positions coming up this year, including Gov-
ernment Affairs, Communications, Member-
ship, Airport Affairs.  Some, who occupy 
these positions, may run again.  Others, while 
not threatening to quit, are legitimately tired 
and wanting to find a replacement.  Let’s all 
give some real thought to our officers and di-
rectors and build a strong team for the future 
of WPA.  They will find me very aggressive 
and, I suppose, that means demanding.  I 
want membership to reach 2000.  I want more 
member benefits.  I want the future to include 
a paid Executive Director.  And, of course, I 
want more flying for fun.  After all, “Having 
Fun is Serious Business!”  As we get closer 
I will send more information on these posi-
tions.

 Have a great July, and as usual, I request 
you consider me a member of your chapter, 
put me on the mailing list, and send me com-
munications, meeting notices, etc.

culture to flourish.”   Although the point 
of the FAA article was “Top 5 Ways the 
FAASTeam Can Help Improve GA Safety 
Culture” it struck a cord with me of how 
much impact WPA activities can have.   
They can be fun and good for you at the 
same time.  Where else can you find both 
direct and indirect unmeasurable benefits.   
The importance of our chapters being that 
group and aviation community that influ-
ences the membership to be safer pilots.  
Our membership doesn’t just need to grow 
for the vitality and future of the associa-
tion, it needs to grow to give the pilots of 
Washington and adjacent areas the com-
munity and camaraderie.   Let’s reach out 
and extend invites to our pilot friends that 
have not already joined to become a part 
of our community.   We all have strengths 
and weaknesses in different areas, and 
when we come together we to share our 
aviation knowledge, and grow stronger 
than we are as individuals.   

 Have a safe summer of flying and 
hope to see you soon!

 Quoted Article Tom Hoffmann is 
the managing editor of FAA Safety Brief-
ing. He is a commercial pilot and holds an 
A&P certificate.

800-275-7345
503-640-4686

Fax 503-640-3071
5625 NE Elam Young Pkwy

Hillsboro, OR 97124
www.regalaviation.com

 

 

 
 
 

Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF). 
Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business 

or leisure travel. Come visit us at 

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and 

The Skyway Café.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

FBO Services include: 
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve 

Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight 

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts 
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop  

Rental Cars 
Lodging Arrangements  

Pilot Lounge 

Conference Room 

Customer Refreshments & Catering  

After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms 

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services 

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season 
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On May 12th, the board of the WPA was fortunate enough to be able to hold the May board meet-
ing at the McAllister Museum of Aviation in Yakima, WA.  Yakima is another of those hidden trea-
sures that dot the Pacific Northwest.  Great weather, a beautiful towered field, only 40 minutes from 
Puget Sound, and amazing facilities, it has become a new destination of mine.  

Yakima has a long and fascinating history dating back to 1913 when a woman did a demonstra-
tion flight in a Curtis Pusher.  The field itself dates to 1926 when it was Goodman’s Pasture which 
later became McAllister Field, so named after Charlie McAllister around whom much of the history 
is centered.  

The museum is more a trove of history than a collection of aircraft, though it does host some 
amazing engines and tons of ephemera.  There are displays from WWII, Viet Nam, the space pro-
gram, and a great deal of local aviation.  A local artist donated hundreds of model planes that exhibit 
incredible detail.  Local docents are available to guide you through the displays and point out the 
significance of bits that are otherwise overlooked.  

The McAllister Museum is located on the east end of runway 27, next to the self serve fuel pumps, 
the Fly Washington Passport stamp, and very close to Stacie’s new restaurant which is opening soon.  
The skies will probably be blue, I’ll be going back.  

McAllister Museum

Outdoor shot of the Museum

Eastside WPA Tours the 
Hanford B Reactor

In late May about 25 WPA mem-
bers and guests toured the Hanford B 
reactor.  This is now part of the Na-
tional Park Service and tours are free 
to the public.  This was the third of four 
events planned for Eastern Washing-
ton WPA members.  It sold out early.  

The tour gives a very small idea of 
the United States war effort in WWII.  
This was the world’s first plutonium 
production reactor and helped facili-
tate the end of WWII.  There were over 
43,000 workers on the Hanford project 
to build this and two other reactors.  
The group photo was taken in front of 
the graphite moderated reactor where 
uranium fuel was loaded into the reac-
tor core. 

The B Reactor was rushed into 
construction during the height of WW 
II as part of the Manhattan Project, 
the urgent effort by the United States 
to create an atomic bomb before one 
could be built Germany. The design for 
the reactor leaped from an extremely 
slender volume of research, most of 

which was barely a year old. 
In spite of the unproven technolo-

gy and wartime constraints, the reactor 
was constructed and taken to critical-
ity with complete success, all within a 
single year. In the first nine months of 
operation, it produced fissionable ma-
terial (plutonium) for the atomic bomb 
that was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, 
in August 1945.

In 1976, it was listed as a Nation-
al Historic Mechanical Engineering 
Landmark by the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers. In 1992, the 

By Dave Luckes & Don Fitzpatrick

Tour group in front of the graphite moderated reactor.

Display shows Native Americans in AviationA Norden Bombsight A 3500HP Pratt&Whitney R-4360 28 Cylinder Engine Cutaway 
Display

reactor was entered into the National 
Register of Historic Places by the Na-
tional Park Service. In 1993, the Amer-
ican Nuclear Society presented the 
Nuclear Historic Landmark Award to 
the reactor and in 1994, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers named it a 
National Civil Engineering Landmark. 
[HAER No. WA. 164] The B-Reactor 
was designated a U.S. National Histor-
ic Landmark on August 19, 2008.

After the tour, the group enjoyed 
lunch together.  The next event in East-
ern Washington is on the 24th and 25th 
of August, sponsored by the Methow 
Valley Chapter – Rick LeDuc is the 
President.  It will meet all of the cri-
teria (an event open to all members, 
involves flying, and gives a chance to 
meet members from other chapters).  It 
will be a Back Country Seminar and 
clinic with an all-day seminar put on 
by Jeff Fouche of Latitude Aviation in 
Idaho. The second day will be strictly 
flying, to five different back country 
airports nearby.

Cooling pipes necessary for the operation of reactor.

John Townsley, one of our very experi-
enced pilots on the Eastside, brought to our 
attention an interesting Special Airworthi-
ness Information Bulletin (SAIB), the kind 
most of blow off because they do not force 
us to do anything.

This one is to alert us to possible cor-
rosion and cracking that attacks turnbuckle 
connections in various control cable turn-
buckles, attachments, and cable fittings.  
While most of these occur in airplanes that 
are over 15 years old, lots of us have them.

The specific focus of this SAIB is on 
the connecting fittings that are attached 
(swaged) to the flight control cables and 
threaded onto the turnbuckles.  These fit-
tings are typically manufactured from a type 
of stainless steel that is susceptible to stress 
corrosion cracking under certain conditions 
over time.  Based on multiple part examina-
tions, the stress corrosion cracking origi-
nates at general corrosion pits on the surface 
of the parts.  Because the cracks are primar-
ily below the surface, they can be extremely 
difficult to detect.  Because stress corrosion 
cracking is usually preceded by or accom-
panied with visible corrosion, any presence 
of even light or moderate corrosion on these 
fittings is cause for concern.

The causes are typically salt, or a warm, 
humid, salt air environment, and progresses 
based on calendar time rather than flight 
time. Sometimes the corrosion occurs adja-
cent to heating and ventilating ducts.  The 
SAIB mentions Beechcraft Bonanza and 
Debonair airplane models 33, 35, and 36, 
manufactured between 1964 and 1977. It 
also mentions some Piper models too.

The SAIB (Special Airworthiness In-
formation Bulletin) has much more of inter-
est, including interesting pictures and exam-
ples.  It is number CE-19-13, Dated July 2, 
2019. The article further refers us to NTSB 
Safety Recommendations A-01-6 at https://
www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.research/Rec-
ommendation.aspx?Rec-A-01-006  or con-
tact David Hirt, Aerospace Engineer, in 
Kansas City, MO at 816-329-4050 or David.
Hirt@faa.gov.

Thinking of 
Safety
By Don Fitzpatrick

By George Steed
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28 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND BEST SERVICE!

FREE 
SHIPPING

GARMIN

GDL-82 ADS-B
Low Cost Solution! ����������������������$1795
GTX-335/GPS Transponder ������$2995
GTX-345 (Out/In) ����������������������� $4275 

(Installation Additional)

GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ����������� $699
GDL-51 XM Receiver����������������� $649
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo ������ $1149 
*PLUS $ XM REBATE!

G5 PFD 
$2249
G5/HSI 
$2549

G3X TOUCHSCREEN EFISGDL-50 SERIES 
ADS-B & XM 
RECEIVERS

WEST COASTS LEADING AVIONICS DEALER!

From basic installs to complete panel and glass retrofits-call the 
leader in experience, service and pricing-Call Pacific Coast Avionics.

CESSNA 182 GARMIN UPGRADE

ANR HEADSETS

BOSE A20 ZULU 3 PCA-ANR

These Popular Models and 
More-Call for Best Price!

406 ELT’s and PLB’s

ELT’s
ACK E-04 w/ GPS Input ���������������������$519 
Artex ELT-345 w/ GPS Input �������������$529
Personal Locators
Ocean Signal PLB1 �����������������������������$259
*7-Yr Battery   *Smallest PLB!
ACR 2881 ResQlink+ �������������������������� $279
Garmin inReach SE+ �������������������� $399�99

$109595 $850 $349

CGR-30EDM 900
ELECTRONICS INTL & JP INSTRUMENTS 

ELECTRONIC ENGINE MONITORS

ENGINE MONITORS

STRATUS ADS-B

STRATUS-2S ADS-B Receiver ���������$699

STRATUS-ESG Transponder w/ GPS!
• With FREE Dual USB Power Port�����$CALL

IC-A25C Sport....................................... $299
IC-A25 COM.......................................... $449
IC-A25N COM/VOR/GPS............................ $549
IC-A14 COM.......................................... $209

• Built-in Bluetooth 
(IC-A25N)

• 8.33 KHz Spacing
• 2.3” Hi-Viz LCD
• Battery Status Display

NEW ICOM IC-A25 RADIOS!
ICOM

FTA-750L COM/GPS/ILS

$375
FTA-550L COM/VOR

$289

FTA-450L COM

$239

FTA-550A COM/VOR (AA Batt)

$195

FTA-250L COM (Li-Ion Battery)

$195

YAESU

DYNON AVIONICS

DYNON D3 POCKET PANEL EF1S��������������������� $879
DYNON DRX ADS-B RECEIVER ������������������������� $349

SKYBEACON ADS-B

SKYBEACON................ $1499*

SKYBEACON (TSO)...... $1849
REPLACES WINGTIP
NAV/STROBE LIGHTS

*$150 
Rebate!

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS��������������������������������������$4295
INCLUDES FREE SHIPPING!

GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS W/ADS-B Xponder���$6995
PLUS INSTALLATION

GPS-175 • GNX-375NEW!

Synthetic Vision • Moving Map
Available in 10” or 7” Displays

NOW AVAILABLE FOR CERTIFIED 
SINGLE EINGINE AIRCRAFT!

#1
GARMIN 
DEALER

ON THE WEST COAST!

WPA Chapters Around the State
ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter generally meets 
on the second Thursday of every third month (February, 
May, August and November) at 6:30 pm. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on the airport. 
Contact Chapter President Blake Thorn, blake@
srvconstruction.com 360-672-5695.

ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter meets the first 
Wednesday of each month at Arlington Flight Services 
FBO on the airport. A no host dinner is at 6 PM and the 
meeting starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President 
Luke Nichols, captainnichols@hotmail.com 206-
617-2409.

BREMERTON - Check the website at WPAFLYS.
org, click the “Chapters” tab and click on Bremerton 
for detailed information. Contact Chapter President 
Doug Haughton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.    

CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County Chapter 
meets on the second and last Friday of each month for 
a Safety Breakfast at Fairmount Restaurant, 1127 W 
Hwy 101, Port Angeles, starting at 7:30a.m.   For further 
information, contact Dr. Andrea Williams, drbdnz@
qmail.com. Or call 530-945-9234.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting schedules, 
please contact Dave Garringer, colvilleairport@
yahoo.com, 509-675-1041.

DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter meets on an “as 
needed” basis at the administration building located on 
the Deer Park Airport. For more information about 
Deer Park chapter and activities please contact 
Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter meets on 
the 2nd Friday of February, April, June, August, October 
and December for dinner and an aviation program.  
For meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please visit 
http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.pdf or contact 
the Chapter President Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-
859-2994 or denningrashell@gmail.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The Harvey Field 
chapter meets on the second Saturday of each month, 
except July, at 10am in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For 
more information on activities, please call Chapter 
President David Divoky at 559-696-3247 or Vice-
President Jeff Phillips at 206-228-0644.

METHOW VALLEY -  Chapter meetings are the second 
Thursday of the month from October through April at 

Hometown Pizza in Twisp.  Dinner starts at 6:00.  Meetings 
start at 6:30.  Further details and summer meetings 
are announced via email and Facebook.  All aviation 
enthusiasts are invited.  Contact President Rick LeDuc: 
(509) 429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse: (509) 
449-0185

MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chapter has been 
formed with 20 members. For further information con-
tact chapter President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The North Sound 
Chapter meets the 2nd Thursday of each month except 
July and August at the ARFF Conference Center at 
KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview Rd, Belling-
ham. Doors open at 6pm, meeting at 7pm. For more 
information contact Chapter President Royce Civico 
at 206-427-2338 ; zecyor@gmail.com.

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter meetings 
are the third Thursday at 6pm except June, July and 
August. The April 19th Organizational Meeting will be 
at the Koala Restaurant in Omak, small meeting room.  
Contact Chapter President Dave Edwards at 509-826-
1443 or Lola Orr at 509-486-4502 or 509-741-0172 
for specifics. 

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter meets 
the first Friday of most months for dinner and an 
aviation related program. For detailed information 
on the monthly meeting and other chapter 
activities including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars  and  spec ia l  p rograms  v is i t  

www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or send email 
to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton WPA Chapter 
meets 10am Saturday in the Sanderson pilot lounge. 
For further information contact Bud Smilanich at 
360-427-6844.

SKAGIT - Meetings are held the 3rd Saturday of every 
month, 10am at Cascade Aviation on the airport. 
Activities vary with seminars, fly-outs, discussions 
about airport projects, etc. and are followed by lunch. 
For further information contact chapter President 
Ken Davies at 360-202-0836. 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For information on 
meetings and seminars call chapter President Gary 
Miranda at 360-281-0196 or email at a320grm@
aol.com.

SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of each month at Darcy’s, 10502 E. 
Sprague beginning at 6:00 PM. Meeting program 
information can be found at WPASpokane.org. For 
more information contact chapter President Roger 
Bertsch at 509-879-2276.

TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets at 6:30 pm 
at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-Cities Airport (KPSC), 
Pasco on the fourth Wednesday of each month. For in-
formation contact Chapter President Jim Hightower, 
hightower46325@yahoo.com or 541-720-4172.

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors chapter meets 
the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm in Ocean 
Shores, location TBD. For meeting details and more 
info, contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.com , 
360-289-4186.

WENATCHEE - Meetings the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 6pm. Location is announced via an E-mail list. 
Contact Chapter President Klaus Marx to add your 
name to the list or for other chapter information. 
907-723-4379 or klausmarx@juno.com.

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley chapter meets 
every Saturday morning at 8:30 at Yakima Airport. For 
chapter information, Contact New Chapter Presi-
dent Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597

Most Chapters keep updated information 
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on the 

“Chapters” tab for more information.

Ph: 509 991.6133
bill.flo.moore@gmail.com

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

www.wpaflys.org
Please Join or renew today!

WPA is working to advance the 
interests of general aviation in 

Washington State.

JOIN WPA
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Chapter Presidents, please verify time and location of meetings.
Any changes contact WINGS@WPAFLYS.ORG

AVIATION ACTIVITY CALENDAR

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG
POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!

When Garrett West was a young kid he 
started making paper airplanes.  He found 
after a while that if he put a stabilizer on his 
creations he could get them to turn a certain 
way or roll that way.  

When he was 16, his parents bought 
him an introductory flight at Auburn Air-
port’s FBO Spanaflight.  Garrett also joined 
the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) that year, and he 
was off and running – chasing his dream of 
becoming a Captain for a major airline. 

This year Garrett graduated from high 
school.  He soloed last year, and now at 18 
has 65 hours toward his private pilot’s li-
cense and plans to obtain a four-year degree 
from Green River College.  Garrett has com-
pleted Aviation Ground School, passing the 
written test the first time with a score in the 
90’s, and will be taking his final check ride 
to become a private pilot any day now.  He 
wants to major in Management or Aviation.  

Garrett belongs to the Green River 
Composite Squadron of CAP.  Each state is 
a WING of the CAP, and Washington State 
has 27 squadrons scattered across the state.  
The CAP is a congressionally chartered, fed-
erally supported non-profit corporation that 
serves as the official civilian auxiliary of the 
United States Air Force. CAP is a volunteer 
organization with an aviation-minded mem-
bership that includes people from all back-
grounds, lifestyles, and occupations.

Garrett credits the CAP and hard work 
for his current “head-start” on achieving his 
goal of flying left seat for an airline. 

The CAP performs three congressional-
ly assigned missions: emergency services, 
including air and ground search and rescue 
and disaster relief operations; aerospace ed-
ucation for youth and the general public, and 
cadet programs for teenage youth. 

The origins of CAP date to 1936, when 
Gill Robb Wilson, World War I aviator and 

By Marian Jensen
New Jersey director of aeronautics, returned 
from Germany convinced of impending war. 
Wilson envisioned mobilizing America’s ci-
vilian aviators for national defense.    

In 1941 Wilson launched his program: 
the Civil Air Defense Services (CADS). 
That summer, Wilson, publisher Thomas 
H. Beck and newspaperman Guy P. Gan-
nett proposed Wilson’s CADS program as 
a model for organizing the nation’s civilian 
aviation resources.

Their proposal for a Civil Air Patrol was 
approved by the Commerce, Navy, and War 
departments in November, and CAP nation-
al headquarters opened its doors on Dec. 1, 
1941.  Existing CADS, and other flying units 
soon merged under the CAP banner. Public 
announcement of CAP and national recruit-
ing commenced on Dec. 8.

At its establishment, CAP made no pro-
vision for the participation of youth. On Oct. 
1, 1942, CAP leaders issued a memorandum 
creating the CAP Cadet Program for boys 
and girls ages 15 to 18. The cadet program 
proved to be a powerful force for imparting 
practical skills and preparing teenagers for 
the military and other wartime service agen-
cies.

On July 1, 1946, President Harry S. Tru-
man signed Public Law 79-476, incorporat-
ing the organization. Following the creation 
of the U.S. Air Force as a separate branch 
of the armed services, Truman signed Pub-
lic Law 80-557, establishing CAP as the Air 
Force’s civilian auxiliary on May 26, 1948.

Post-World War II, CAP focused its 
efforts on three core missions – Cadet Pro-
gram, Emergency Services and Aerospace 
Education. In 1948, CAP began participat-
ing in the International Air Cadet Exchange, 
and in 1949 it introduced its first aerospace 
education literature for use by CAP units or 
school teachers.

Civil Air Patrol Mentors 
Young Aviators

CAP Cadets learn teamwork and leadership during a Squadran exercise.

All embroidery is the highest quality. 
Check website for Online Store Openings 
to order. Please allow four to six weeks 
for order delivery as orders are collected 
by Budd Bay Apparel (360) 709-0483 and 
produced all at once. By grouping orders 
and running them together, we can keep 
the costs down, although some wait times 
might be a bit longer. 

Be sure to visit the wpaflys.org website 
often to check for new offerings. Apparel and 
caps are available with the Official WPA logo - 
with or without your Chapter personalization.

Add Your Chapter Name 
at NO CHARGE!

Please Visit www.WpaFlys.org To See the Full Line
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AUGUST 2019
8/2-8/4	 All Day	 Sullivan Lake Splash-In (09S)Help-Out RAF & WSDOT Spruce Up the 
		  Field…then Relax / Hike / Swim / Fish. 509-631-0623 dwhitelaw@theraf.org
8/2	 12-3 pm	 Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (Also 8/9, 8/16, 8/23 & 8/30)
8/3-8/4	 All Day	 Orcas Is.(ORS) Fly-in & Antique car show. Camping, courtesy bikes, pancake 
		  breakfast Sat & Sun, Lunch Sat. 
8/3	 9:30-3 pm	 Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout - Regal Air  (Also 8/10, 8/17, 8/24 
		  & 8/31) Seats  available, 1st come, etc. Extra planes  welcome.
8/8	 All Day	 Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday. (You can Fly-in…)
8/10-8/11	 All Day	 Abbotsford Air Show - https://abbotsfordairshow.com
8/10	 11-3 pm	 Willapa Bay Oyster Feed & Fly-In @ Willapa Harbor Airport,  2S9, camping.
8/10	 8-11 pm	 Wings Over Sandpoint Fly-In & breakfast. Stay for the Music Festival.	
8/10-11	 All Day	 Abbotsford International Air Show - https://abbotsfordairshow.com
8/16-18	 All Day	 Arlington Fly-In & Air Show (AWO)- Exhibitors/Vendors/Forums/Air Shows/
	     (New Date)	 Workshops/Vintage Aircraft/Hot Air Balloons
8/16-17	 All Day	 Cavanaugh Bay Airport Fly-In BBQ Camp-Out on Priest Lake, ID (66S)
8/17	 9:30-3 pm	 Wings and Wheels @ Richland Airport (RLD) Military Vehicles/ Warbirds/ 
		  Vintage Cars-Trucks-Aircraft  Food Trucks/Vendors
8/23-24	 All Day	 Airshow of the Cascades @ Madras Airport, OR (S33) 
		  https://www.cascadeairshow.com
8/24	 10:30-3 pm	 Bellingham AirFest (KBLI) https://www.portofbellingham.com/852/AirFest
8/24-25	 All Day	 Olympic Peninsula Air Affaire @ Sequim Valley (W28). Wing Walkers, Air 
		  show, camping, vendors  http://olympicpeninsulaairaffaire.com/
8/24-25	 All Day	 WPA Backcountry Seminar (S52) ; Max 50 attendees. Don 206.669.8278
8/31	 9-3 pm	 Bremerton Fly-In & Car Show PWT Plane and copter rides, Young Eagles, 
		  food vendors & diner, camping. Doug: 360-710-3481

SEPTEMBER 2019
9/5	 All Day	 Museum of Flight (KBFI) Wells Fargo FREE 1st Thursday. (You can Fly-in…)
9/6	 12-3 pm	 Friday Harbor Fly Out Bremerton Chapter (PWT) (Also 9/13. 9/20 & 9/27)
9/7	 9:30-3 pm	 Paine Field Chapter Weekly Breakfast Flyout -(Also 9/14, 9/21 & 9/28)  
9/7-8	 All Day	 Western Antique Aeroplane & Antique Automobile Museum Fly-In (4S2) 
		  http://www.waaamuseum.org/events-classes/fly-in
9/7	 10-4 pm	 Wings and Wheels Benefiting Special Olympics @ Monroe (W16)
9/11-15	 All Day	 Reno Air Races www.airrace.org
9/21	 10-3 pm	 Fitzpatrick~O’Keefe Irish Fly-In Methow Valley (S52) 10:00 Coffee/muffins, 
		  12:00 Irish lunch, flour bombing (email donfitzpatrickjr@gmail.com to sign up) 
		  Prizes, gifts, 1:00pm WPA meeting  Guest speaker Steve Fulton
9/27-29	 All Day	 Felts Field Autumn Antique Aircraft Fly-In @ Spokane (SFF) 
		  http://www.feltsfieldflyin.com/  Sat am flyout to  Colfax S94 for breakfast, 
		  Sat pm spot landing & flour bombing at Deer Park (DEW). Historian Mike 
		  Lavelle speaks about aviation aspects of D-Day invasion.	
9/28	 8-12 pm	 EAA 328 Fly-In @ Colfax (S94) 8:00-1:00 Rotary pancake breakfast.

When the first cadets entered the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in 1955, 10 percent 
were former CAP members. As the Cold 
War crystallized in the 1950s, CAP closely 
aligned with the Air Force and civil defense 
organizations. CAP search and rescue mis-
sions became routine, and civil defense offi-
cials used CAP radio networks to coordinate 
relief efforts during natural disasters.

The final decades of the 20th century 
brought key changes to CAP, including a 
corporate-owned fleet of aircraft and ve-
hicles.

 The terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
ushered CAP into a new era of homeland de-
fense. The following day, a CAP Cessna 172, 
the only nonmilitary aircraft allowed in the 
nation’s airspace, provided emergency man-
agement officials the first high-resolution 
images of the World Trade Center site. Na-
tionwide, CAP volunteers transported blood 
and medical supplies, provided communica-
tion and transportation support and assisted 
state and federal officials.

On Aug. 28, 2015, Gen. Mark A. Welsh 
III, Air Force chief of staff, announced CAP 
officially a member of the U.S. Air Force’s 
Total Force, joining the regular, guard and 
reserve forces as American airmen. CAP’s 
work in response to hurricanes Katrina and 
Sandy, the Deepwater Horizon oil spill and 
other emergencies has continued to demon-
strate the cost-effectiveness and potential of 
dedicated volunteers who embody the CAP 
motto: Semper Vigilans . . . Always Vigilant


