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Aircraft on Opposing Final Avoid
Disaster Just A Little Too Close

By Ken Davies

Here it was a beautiful day on an August afternoon and | no one was hearing him. He realized this after he had made his
was getting a ride back to Anacortes (74S) in my friend Wade's  takeoff and he then tried to stay away from the traffic in the air
Arrow after dropping my plane off in Arlington around him. He had a handheld radio but he had
for avionics work. Right before Wade called [~ “My eyes went from seeing ™\ left it in the hangar and not taken it on this flight.
for entering a straight-in landing on runway the high wing aircraft ro?l We averted a local disaster this time, but what
one-eight, traffic permitting a radio call was down runway three-six to would have happened had we not had radioed
heard announcing right downwind for run- turning my head to the left and to Fred who was on short final or any other pilot
way one-eight. This pilot was another friend sceing him lift off the runway for that matter. What if | would not have stated to
of mine named Fred who also flies an Arrow. | and the Arrow landine short Wade that high wing traffic was on the roll and
told Wade that | had traffic in sight and point- final on runwayone—eigitwave making a takeoff in the opposite direction we just
ed out the traffic. We continued the landing offto his right. All from the lefe landed from? Well, it happens all the time, how-
and taxied off the runway next to the wash rear window of Wades Piper ever, another aircraft was on short final and these
rack at Anacortes. By this time | heard Fred in two aircraft were just about to meet head-on. This

4 Arrow.” e . .
the other Arrow call right base at Anacortes. . _/ little incident was just a little... too closel!

We proceeded to stop just off the runway and as Wade
was completing his after landing checklist, | looked to my right
and noticed a high wing aircraft doing a run up at the end of
runway three-six. Fred then called turning base to final with a
full stop. As Wade had just completed the after landing check-
list and was going to proceed to the ramp area | noticed out
of the corner of my right eye the high wing aircraft virtually taxi
onto runway three-six and takeoff without making a radio call,
atleast | did not hear one. | announced this to Wade who called
on the radio “traffic on the roll on three-six!” Fred, the other Ar-
row pilot who was on short final heard the call and after glanc-
ing at his instruments looked up just in fime to see the high wing
aircraft coming straight at him the other direction and waved
off his landing.

How could this happen? Very easily, the wind was calm at
the time and the recommended runway under those condi-
tions is runway three-six. As we approached from the north,
Fred in his Arrow who was entfering the pattern had just started
his downwind for runway one-eight. Wade, the pilotf | was flying
with elected to do a straight in landing. The high wing pilot on
the ground had jUST finished his run up and during this time his | Deception Pass Bridgfe is_opopularoffracﬁon forpilofs and it is easier than you may think fo get

. . - . cleared for a low orbit flight. Just contact NAS Whidbey approach control on 118.2 from the west, or
radio had failed. He ThOUghT he was fra nsml’r’rlng radio calls but | 120.7 from the east. If you are already in the vicinity, just contact the tower on 127.9 and state your

request. They are most friendly and accommodating! Photo by Michael Watkins, owner, Wings Over
Whidbey (WOW).
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“I read your column, Stop Saying “Clear of the Active”. I fly out of
Pearson Airport, KVUO. Often, when landing on 26, you will see one
to three aircraft facing east at the run up area for 26. It is difficult,
maybe impossible, for the pilots of these aircraft to see when the
landing aircraft is no longer on the runway. It seems like it would be
courteous to announce that you are no longer on the active, so an

aircraft can taxi onto the runway and depart. What do you suggest?. .- 7.
Silence? R

“I agree with the rest of your column regarding radio use. |
particularly dislike pilots that say “Any traffic in the area, please
advise”. Another pet peeve of mine is pilots who announce they
are taxiing to the runway. Also idle chatter that ties up the unicom
frequency. “

John Sargent

“Yesterday I got my copy of WINGS and im-
mediately read it completely. Good job! Iliked the
increase in advertising, the cool picture on the front,
the CFI corner, and, of course, the Fly-For-Fun ticket
on the back.”

Don Fitzpatrick, Jr.

WPA Wings

. “Clearing the runway ahead visually in VMC/CAVU conditions
isa r}‘o brainer. However, in IMC conditions - even under the hood -
that “clear of the runway” call takes on much greater importan

both for the arriving pilot about to land from an instrumpent a —Ce’
proach and for the student pilot receiving instrument trainingun-

der the hood (is he listenin
: g for that call that th i
Being in the habit of makin mingly et

in perfect weather - sets th
conditions.

g that call - while seemingly extraneous
€ stage properly for more marginal

“Good discussion stuff - can’t ha
en ofte ’
penning the CFI Corner. P nenough. Gladyou're

“And yes, I'm very pleased to advise that the airport diner will
be rep.laced! We are in final design and permitting now. It will b
an .entlrely new building and a Multipurpose Facility, h(;usin a e
active hangar, aeronautical office, flight planning fac’ility/ ilit '
lour’lge, and arestaurant. Late summer/early fall 2021 opel:rjlin
Can’t guarantee the fish and chips just yet though - depends ogthe
new resta}urant operator. The previous diner operators said the
were not interested in returning. Stay tuned!” g

Warren Hendrickson
Airport Manager
Bremerton National Airport (PWT)

A
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Add YASF Donations to your

Fall WPA Membership Renewal .

By George Futas, WPA YASF Treasurer

The Fall Membership Renewal Period is the ideal time for mem-
bers to add donations for the Youth Aviation Scholarship Foundation
(YASF) to their regular membership renewal.

Education is one of the four Pillars of WPA. This activity includes:
(1) Scholarships via YASF and (2) Sponsoring Aviation Scholarships (via
fundraising projects).

WPA’s YASF is an IRS approved 501c3 Charitable Foundation for
Aviation Education Scholarships. Funds received from chapter mem-
ber donations are held in the name of the chapter.

When each chapter puts forward a scholarship candidate to YASF,
they also designate a facility that will be providing the aviation edu-
cation (e.g. flight school or university). Funds available in the chap-
ter's account are made payable to the designated organization for
the benefit of the scholarship candidate.

There is also a fundraising alternative. Any chapter may choose to
create a fundraising activity in their local community for youth avia-
tion scholarships. If funds are collected and deposited to the YASF,
the donor’s may legally claim a charitable donation. This brings at-
tention to the positive benefits of the local chapter activity to your
community, attracts both donors and new members, and can raise
more significant amounts of money than just member donations.

The Paine Field and Green River chapters have done this success-
fully over the years. There are easy to accommodate procedures
required so donations comply with IRS rules.

The Spokane Chapter and the Bremerton Chapter have created
their own successful fund raising activities for local aviation scholar-
ships, which are independent from the WPA YASF. However, any mem-
ber donations to YASF are held in their respective chapter accounts
for future chapter use.

Tyler Peterson, a 16-year-old student gives the thumbs up to Cascade Aviation CFI Michael Watkins
after making his first solo in front of a family audience in a Piper Cherokee 140 July 19, 2019 at Skagit
Bayview Regional Airport in Burlington, Wash. Photo by Michael Watkins.

WEBSITE

MANAGER NEEDED
The WPA is looking for a volunteer
that can manage our website.
While not a board position, the
website manager works closely with

WPA is working to advance th
interests of general aviation in
Washington State.
Please Join or renew today!
www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

the officers and directors on the board
and has a huge influence on our public
image and reach. If you are interested,
or would like to learn more
contact Mike Watkins
360.661.5477

Each WPA chapteris a voting
member of the WPA YASF. Quar-
terly reports showing chapter de-
posits are sent to each chapter
President .

Your WPA YASF contacts are:
Richard Jones, President:
rpj3333@gmail.com

George Futas, Secretary/
Treasurer: gfutas@gmail.com

Ken Davies, Director:
iflydreal@comcast.net

mﬂre Experience. Greater Capabilities. Better Protection.

We take care of policies that take care of you. After alf, that's what partners are for.
From your pre-flight checklist to the complexities of aircraft maintenance, your attention is fully focused on pre&n‘ng
aircraft. Cur attention? It's on bullding the peace of mind thal comes from knowing that your investment, whether you o
far busfnewutreatinn. has the proper protection.

*

regalaviation.com
800.275.7345 =
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The FAA and Wernher von Braun

By John Dobson.

A long time ago comedian, Stan Freberg, recorded a
series of fake inferviews with famous people. Posing as a re-
porter, Freberg asked the German rocket scientist, Wernher
von Braun where might the rocket land. The answer: “Once
the rocket goes up who cares where it comes down; that’s
not my department”. When trying to advocate for economic
development and the long-term viability of our airports the
FAA appears o be more concerned about runway length
and object free zones vs how they are managed.

Back in February 2019 the Kittitas County Commissioners
(Bowers Field - KELN) reviewed a proposal from the FISH Com-
munity Food Bank. Peggy Morache, Executive Director of the
FISH, explained how there was an urgent need for them to
find a new location for their meal services . . . dining area . .
. administrative offices . . . commercial kitchen . . . space for
social service agencies for one-on-one meetings . . . and a
permanent location for Ellensburg Cold Weather Shelter that
would provide shower and laundry space for guests.

To be clear; the FISH Community Food Back is well run professional
organization serving the needs of the less fortunate. During Covid-19
those requesting help exploded to almost 40% of households in Kit-
fitas County. During the past year they have distributed over 1 million
pounds of food to needy families. They deserve our support . . . just
not on an airport!

On August 18 of this year the County Commissioners voted to ap-
prove a long-term lease for FISH despite several pleas from constitu-
ents. | weighed in citing several well founded once sacrosanct grant
assurance and property deed principles.

They included the following: 1) County’s intent fo lease said prop-
erty for 30 years with four 5-year options and grant FISH a first right to
“purchase” said land. 2) Knowing the intent from the February 2019
request, fo provide shower and laundry space for guests, the new

Getting Back to Flying
and Staying Proficient

By George Futas, CFll

With all the restaurant and destinatfion closures, this past spring
and summer has been a downer for flying for most of us. Our flying
proficiency has suffered, along with our emotional desire to be in the
air. We fry to stay legally current. Then, as we go to renew our aircraft
insurance most of us find rate increases from tolerable to horrific. Why
2 What do we need to do about this 2

The Why's: The Covid-19 restrictions placed on businesses, plus the
concern for propagating infection has curtailed a lot of family visits.
So, look at your logbook and compare your flying time and fraining to
last year and you'll probably see a major change. | have.

The insurance industry has been paying out a lot of claims in recent
years. The major hull damage claims are: gear up landings, off field
landings, plus sform damage.

Then there are those conftrolled flight into terrain (CFIT) and loss of
control (LOC) crashes which mean hull damage, usually loss of life
plus personal lawsuit claims.

The FAA, EAA, AOPA, and virtually all insurance companies stress the
need for pilots to train often, maintain proficiency, and fly safely.

HOWEVER, the elephant in the room, in my opinion, is EGO and
JUDGEMENT, and is the major contributing factor in most accidents
and crashes. Think about it.

What to DO about this: In my 45 years as a CFl, I've found that pilots
that regularly seek to maintain flying skills and proficiency also tend
to develop a healthy dose of respect for decision making and judge-
ment that favors flying safely over completing a planned flight. That
can mean cancelling a flight, or diverting when conditions may not
be best for the planned flight

Most insurance companies offer discounts when pilots can show an
ongoing pattern of credible fraining, especially when it incorporates
both skills and good decision making.

Some examples: Courses, such as FAA & AOPA, especially when
Wings credits are given (it takes a CFl or FAA designee approval to
give credit). Most courses are available on line and are free. Just look
on the FAA or AOPA-AIr Safety Institute website.

| recommend a Flight Review with a CFl each year, instead of every
two years. For IFR pilots, ongoing IFR simulator training (in an FAA ap-
proved fraining device), plus an annual IPC.

For those with a 3rd class Medical, or Basic Medical, being able to
show that you have a physical exam every year also provides an indi-
cation that you are being proactive about your health, in addition fo
your flying skills. As we get older, this is becoming more important for
you and your family/friends when flying with you. It's also becoming
important to insurance companies.

Think about it, frain often, fly smart, fly safe, land safely.

Image graphic of a German V2 rocket courtesy of BBC.com

lease incorporated language prohibiting the use of the shelter for
persons experiencing homelessness. That did not address overnight
or transient. 3) The lease tied up a sizable amount of property grant-
ing FISH up to 5 years fo begin construction. There was no demand fo
begin construction within the year. 4) While the FISH lease referenced
Rules and Regulations there was no such reference to Minimum Stan-
dards.

With all the focus is on the FISH lease, it is worth noting that the
Commission has approved a $170,000 contract with Century West
and their vendor, AMCG to develop and Implement a Strategic Air-
port Business Plan to include aeronautical and non-aeronautical use.
Why was it so critical to approve the FISH lease knowing the AMCG
project was just underway?

Back to the FAA, | shared my concerns with the Seattle ADO (Air-
port Divisions Office) on several occasions. Note, according to the
Federal Governments Quitclaim Deed for airport property, “. . . no
property transferred by this instrument shall be . . . leased . .. by the
Grantee for other than airport purpose without the written consent
of the Civil Aeronautics Administrator . . .". This Quitclaim Deed was
referenced on more than one occasion chastising me for language
associated with my airport property leases.

When | directly asked if they had reviewed the FISH lease this was their
response. “FAA doesn’'t approve airport leases, if requested by the
airport owner we may review a lease from the perspective of the qir-
port's grant assurances. Even if we do not receive a specific request
from the airport sponsor to review a lease agreement, the sponsor is
obligated to comply with their federal obligations.”

We now know where the rocket has landed!

WORKSHOP

Monthly WPA Virtual
Sat. Oct. 10th | 10 AM

It was discussed at our last state board meeting that we try and have
a monthly virtual board meeting every month at the same day and
fime during the month that people can plan for. It was decided that
Saturday, October 10th at 10:00 AM will be the first meetfing via Mi-
crosoft TEAMS. Our hope is we can get more chapter officer and
members involved in letting us know how we can help during this
tfime of pandemic and social distancing. An email invitation will be
sent out with the link to join the workshop. Please be thinking of ideas
and topics of things you with to share and discuss.
By Ken Davies, WPA President
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rely on the information contained herein to relieve him/her of the
responsibility to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and
instructions. The reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety
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of the Washington Pilots Association be held responsible for any
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of the information contained herein.
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The Covid-19 pandemic contfinues to impact our lives,
in spite of the flying release mechanism. (I wonder if
you could get a prescription for thate)

Unfortunately, Covid-19 is also bringing out the worst in
people. Marian and | flew into Tieton to help Paul Wolf
clean up unwise and illegal campfires (with beer cans)
which Paul had warned a (non-affiliated) pilot group
and their RV friends against. (This was when fires were
raging in Washington!) We also cleaned up very un-
sanitary trash left by a homeless group.

By Tom Jensen
Airport Affairs

A USFS crew was building a gate when we were there and were planning
to close to non-aviation use for health reasons. | gather it's a district-by-
district decision in that the concrete potties had been locked because
“Covid cleaning

rules” could not
be met, which
in furn probably
confributed to
the human filth.
Ranger Creek, on
the other hand
has the rest rooms
unlocked but with
a warning that
they are not being

cleaned. Go figure. Rimrock Lake. Photo by Marian Jensen.

I don't know what to suggest other than demonstrating examples of re-
sponsible use. | do believe that affiliation with groups like WPA and TheR-
AF are constructive and helpful—pride of ownership.

Tieton (4S6) has opportunities for aviation use combined with drive-in
water activities on adjacent Rimrock Lake. (E.g., one WPA member on his
way to Montana met his son who drove in for kayaking with his dad.) The
airstrip is in great condition in a beautiful mountain setting.

| encourage being available for work parties to support OUR state air-
ports, much as Jerry Barkley sparkplugged” at Skykomish back in June.
Please drop me a line if you'd like to be on a standby list fo help at one
of these “parties.” (I now have Al and Esther Banholzer’s chili recipe as
an enficer...)

Everybody be safe as you get back in the air, both from Covid and rust.

Tieton Airstrip. Photo by Marian Jensen.

PLANNING FOR YOUR NEXT FLY-0UT
ADVENTURE HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER.

Download the WPA Teamup
Calendar from the App Store today!

Don and June Fitzpatrick spend a great deal of
time putting together the WPA “Fly-for Fun” Calen-
dar. They send out an e-mail to as many friends as
they can with hard copy attached. They also make
sure the calendar gets posted to the WPA website.
But what happens if you don’t have access to a
computer? You're at the pilots lounge or chatting
with a friend on the phone . . . Where are we going
this weekend? When is the Republic Fly in? When is i
Arlington? b

App Store Preview

This is simple . . . follow the links below
https://www.teamup.com/apps/
* Teamup for Android
(Samsung, Nexus, HTC, Huawei, ...)
* Teamup for iOS (iPhone, iPad, ...)

Teamup Calendar -
Teamup Solutions AG

Fres

When asked insert the following WPA Calendar Key: ks4fc9b1660c5f5af3

Rep. Tom Dent’s Aviation
Legislative Update

As | write this
we are still under
a veil of smoke
due to numerous
wild fires still burn-
ing in Eastern
Washington.

Our aviation
assets in the De-
partment of Nat-
ural Resources
(DNR) have never
been higher. Cur-
rently DNR has 15
helicopters on line
for fire suppression and 9 SEATS on
contract with options for 5 air at-
tack and 5 large air tankers on de-
mand.

State Rep.

Tom Dent
(R-Moses Lake)
represents the
13th Legislative
District

With this amount of air power
fire suppression in the state has nev-
er been more efficient! Initial at-
tack is the key to keeping wildfires
small and manageable and initial
aftack with our awesome fleet of
air tankers and helicopters is work-
ing. We have managed to keep
our fires for the most part small and
manageable, up until Labor Day
that is, when mother nature had
otherideas.

The storm that came through
Eastern Washington on September
7th was just unbelievable. Winds
approaching 90 MPH in places
along with very low humidity and
high fuel loading made for uncon-
trollable fire conditions. The range
fires that were burning in Okano-
gan, Douglas and Lincoln County’s
became instantly out of control
and due to the extreme weather
our aircraft were unable to fly, and
10 days later are sfill out of the sky
due to the heavy smoke. Hopefully
we will see clearing soon and our
aircraft will be back in the sky to
continue suppression efforts and
access the damage our farmers
and ranchers have suffered.

t's your Signature.”

The Community Airport Revi-
talization Loan program (CARB)
has been busy approving loans for
small airports. Due to the COVID
pandemic we have experienced
a couple of setbacks with possible
loan activity but the program is still
actively considering loan applica-
tions. The board has made loans for
8 projects totaling a little more than
$3.5 million. At this time there is still
approximately  $1,205,000 avail-
able for possible loans to be con-
sidered on CARB’s next meeting on
October 15, 2020. Legislation is still
needed to put this program in stat-
ute and | plan on pre-filing the bill
needed fo do this in early Decem-
ber. We are also looking at ways
to increase the funds necessary to
keep the program moving forward.

Considering a possible rewrite
of the 1% bill which would increase
funding for the WSDOT Grant pro-
gram, the rewrite will depend on
a study being conducted by the
Department of Revenue concern-
ing the use of hazardous substance
tax (HST) collected on airports. This
money is required to remain on the
airport where it is collected, ac-
cording to the FAA. If this require-
ment stands it will change our di-
rection. This is a very complicated
and controversial subject. More
next fimell

The Commercial Aviation Co-
ordinating Commission (CACC),
the task force charged with recom-
mending a site for a new commer-
cial airport in the state has been
meeting virtually. The COVID issue
has slowed progress somewhat
and | am drafting legislation to re-
vise the fimelines confained in the
original bill so the commission can
continue its work beyond the origi-
nal timeline.

Until next time, blue sky and
tailwinds! contfinue on pg 8.

Full Service FBO at Spokane (GEG)
100LL Line Service

Heated Hangar

Signature TailWins Points
Ramp Side Vehicle Access

Hayre

FLIGH
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Safety & Education

TRANSITION
TRAINING

When we step
info a new air-
plane, we are
excited to fly it.
But if our training
or lack of it starts
to play out then

By Gary Miranda thorough  train-
Safety & Education ing is needed or
Director problems will lay
ahead.

Would you fly a new airplane at
night or IFR2 The regs don't specify
any requirements but a sensible
pilot will seek training to help him
anticipate and grow in his knowl-
edge of the performance and limi-
tations of the aircraft.

| have run across many pilots
who said that they were turned
loose after 3 touch and go's on a
complex checkout. The CFlI saw
that the pilot had prior experi-
ence in complex aircraft so they
felt it was enough. Seriously? What
about limitations, systems, perfor-
mance, emergency procedures
and make and model accident
history for a start.

So, what can you do to be pre-
pared?

Here are a few suggestions to
start:

e Choose an experienced CFl
in your make and model. They
will be familiar with the nuanc-
es of the airplane.

o Make the CFl aware of any
insurance requirements for
training and signoff.

o He/she should have a sys-

tfematic syllabus on limita-
fions, performance, W&B
and emergencies.

o He/she should include a
day and night flight during
the checkout.

o Specific standards similar
to those listed for the pilot’s
ratings should be used to
gauge competency for si-
gnoff.

o If the pilotf intends to fly IFR,
they should complete an
IPC

* Make andmodel Accidentsare
what someone else has erred
in doing correctly. Some mod-
els have fuel systems that are
not intuitive. Others like Cessna
210's, Beech Bonanza's, Cir-
rus's, certified for known icing
or light twins, make the pilotfs
believe that they are beyond
problems. But these get pilots
quickly beyond limitations if
they are unaware of the limita-
fions or make poor judgment

calls.
A new airplane opens up new
possibilities. Thorough transition

fraining, make these possibilities
fun and not a nightmare.

Capt. Miranda is a retired Major
Airline pilot who came up through
the GA ranks. He has over 26500+
hrs. of fit. time and has flight in-
structed since 1979. He now spe-
cializes in Technically Advanced
Aircraft, Tailwheel, Advanced IFR
and Mountain flying courses in
the SW. Washington area. He can
be contacted at 360-281-0196,
a320grm@aol.com or www.NW-
Cloudbusters.com

Eastside

Robert Bertsch
Vice President, East

It's a smoky day
in Sept. with haz-
ardous air quality

Before

in most of east- |
ern  Washington.
Add in continued
Stage Il for CO- §
VID in much of
our state and one
has to search for
some good things
to write about!

| recently
returned from
camping at Luby
Bay af Priest Lake
in ldaho. Our ex-
tended family en-
joyed two beauti-
ful days before the smoke arrived
and visibility was down to about
a half a mile and the air qual-
ity went all the way to hazard-
ous. Nevertheless, a few days of
camping provides a nice outlet
fo enjoy mother nafure, do some
refreshing swimming, enjoy kaya-
king and paddle boarding and
being among friends and family.

Of course, camping means
enjoying some special meals and
beverages. Add in the entertain-
ment provided by our two dogs,
Hailey an eight-year-old Golden
Refriever who loves the water
and Kodi, our four-year-old Sibe-
rian Huskey has no desire to ven-

ture more than knee deep in the
water. The star of our frip was our

14-month-old grandson, Maox-
sen, whose energy, love of watfer,
people and our pups keep all of
us busy and well-entertained in-
deed!

As pilots we enjoy the outlet of
being airborne and for many of
us that time is substantially less
than last year. | hope your fly-
ing has been complimented by
other fun things to do. The good
news is | predict that next year's
flying time will be far better than
that of 2020. Also, it's good to
hear that some of the eastside
chapters have been, creative
and continuing to be active and
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Treasurer

Bud Smilanich, WPA State Treasurer

2021 Membership Renewals are in full swing. The 2020 Membership
count ended at 1015, just slightly less than 2019 total of 1024. While
this is good news, we need to set our sights higher for 2021 in order to
meet funding requirements for our members’ benefits without raising
dues.

Renewal letters go out the first week of October. This is our main
source of membership drive efforts. So, look for yours in the mail soon.
Every renewal and new member sign up is critical if we are to have
the cash available for expenses, special projects and benefits for our
members. Anyone signing up or renewing after 9/1/2020 will be good
for 2021.

All bills are current.
As a reminder to all, the WPA mailing address has changed fo:

Washington Pilots Association
1100 Bellevue Way N.E., Ste 8A (Box 397)
Bellevue, WA 98004

This should be used on all collateral pieces and for all vendors.

Each of us has an opportunity to increase WPA membership. Every
current member and every officer has the opportunity to solicit for
new members and bring those members who are not current back
into the fold. Let's all help support GA in Washington State.

Respectfully Submitted
Bud Smilanich,WPA State treasurer

Membership

| hope everyone has been staying out of the smoke
and even better, over itl It brings me to appreciate
that we have been using Teams as a collaboration
fool for our membership. This allowed us to still hold a
productive board meeting despite the smoke thwart-
ing our physical meeting in Spokane.

| have seen an image that showed a bunch of
porta-potties on fire basically describing 2020. | must
say that while | do not disagree, it has definitely influ-

Royce Civico,

State WPA dh do busi friends. f
Membership enced how we do business among our friends, fam-
Director ilies, and work. During our last board meeting, we

finally came to a decision to hire a web developer
to help us disseminate information to our chapters more effectively.
Additionally, I am hoping that this will dovetail intfo getting an email
platform running fo help get information out to our members. More to
come on that.

Keeping COVID from spreading is important and despite the trivi-
al odds of contracting the virus, the consequences are devastating.
While it seems that we are moving in the right direction for rates, many
chapters are not ready for in-person meetings. | was afraid that this
would affect our ability to attract new members so | felt that it was
important to be agile and find new ways to provide value to the mem-
bership. Does the membership discount program sound appealing?

I've heard several people take advantage of our membership with
Aircraft Spruce for some huge discounts. Jerry Barkley has been work-
ing hard to add new people fo the list. | asked my mechanic if he
would be willing to extend a deal and viola, he said yes! If you have
any local aviation businesses that want to advertise, please let Jerry
know! We will also let you know how to access those benefits soon.

Anyway, we are working on the 2021 renewal season so keep an eye
on your mailbox. Talk to you all soon!

have grown fheir membership
despite the obstacles encoun-
tered this year.

WPA membership renewals
will be coming out shortly and this
is a good month to ask a friend
to join whose membership will in-
clude the remainder of 2020 and
all of 2021.

There was a lot of effort to put
together the state meeting that
was to have been held atf the His-
torical Flight Foundation at Felts
Field only to be canceled due to
the hazardous smoky conditions.
Special thanks to John Miller and
the local chapter for organizing
what would have been a great
meetfing and venue. We're all
looking forward to giving thanks
fo successful meetings, outings,
and gathering. We're going to
see those very soon.

One constant in life is change
and we are due for some good i P
change. Take care, stay healthy ; 5 e
and safe.

Bertsch Family Photos
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Growing Young Pilots
It starts with a seed, making us all
gardeners of aviation!

By Michael Watkins — CFI/AGI

The next generation of pilots are key to the future of aviation and
there seems to be no shortage of adolescent aviators out there earn-
ing their wings.

Curious parents can’t believe the answer when they ask me “"How
old does one have to be before learning to flyg” When | tell them
their son or daughter can solo at 16, they are met with some disbelief!
“They can start learning to fly at any age!” | tell them, however | make
it clear you have to be 17 to have a private pilot certificate.

In my experience, the young avia-
tors | have officially given instruction to
as young as 15, have been some of my
best students. They are eager and hun-
gry tolearn, they take direction well, and
usually don’t have an ego that gets hurt
when you have to give critiques to their
performance. As we all know, the cost
of earning a private pilot license is quite
costly and | am continually amazed at
the parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles that provide not only the encour-
agement, but the financial means as
well. One of the most rewarding scenar-
ios that | have had the pleasure to see
twice now, is when a student wakes up
on their 16th birthday, gets their driver’s
license and then shows up to solo an air-

plane for the first tfime. Bryce Robinson, 4, gives the thumbs up

while in flight to have lunch with mom
at Friday Harbor in the San Juan Islands,
Wash. 8/13/19. Photo by M. Watkins

| hope | am not the only CFI that
was nervous the day you soloed your
first student. That fear and nervousness
went away after a while because | was confident in my ability to pro-
vide quality flight fraining and | realized if | was nervous, then the stu-
dent shouldn't be soloing. So | gained more confidence as a CFl and
that nervous feeling soon went away. That was until | soloed my first
16-year old student. There was a full family audience to make it all the
more joyous occasion. That made me nervous. All the “what if” sce-
narios were doing touch and goes in my mind. The student ultimately
landed three times safely and | think | felt as proud as his parents and
grandparents that were there to witness this wonderful milestone.

| can't say enough about the importance of volunteering to ei-
ther lead or participate in youth flight training events. Introductory
flights are probably the most rewarding for me because watching
the seed of aviation be planted and immediately sprout is among
the most exciting things for me. I just realized, | am a gardener! | can't
grow much of anything in the way of plants, but | would say | have
been pretty good gardener of pilots and it is so rewarding to plant the
seed and wafch it grow.

Certified Flight Instructor Michael Watkins (left) poses for a picture with aspiring aviators McKenna
Somes, (center) and friend Frances Lay, ages 16, after the completion of a charitable introductory
flight donated to the Whidbey Health Foundation by Wings Over Whidbey Aug. 27, 2019 at the A.J.
Eisenberg Airport in Oak Harbor, Wash. Photo by Trenfon Lay

BUYING OR SELLING AN AIRPLANE? WE CAN HELP.

v We Appraise & List Your Plane for Sale

v Professional Photoshoot & Write-Up

v We Handle All Potential Buyer Inquiries
v Free Hangar & Tie-Down at BLI Available

Buyer's Coaching & ShoppingSarvices
Pre-Buy Mechanical Inspections

LTRSS

Evaluation Flights and Ferrying
We Megotiate for the Best Prices

Free Consultations. Call Today or go to TomahawkAero.com for more information.

WPA Wings

President’s Message...

Since the last is-
sue of WINGS,
a number of
things have hap-
pened  during
the pandemic;
Commercial air
fravel has been
severely affect-
ed, new flight
instruction is up
and for the first
time, private charters are reach-
ing new highs making general
aviation a more attractive option
for air tfravel.

Ken Davies
WPA President

Meetings and  gatherings
have gone virtual using fech-
nology applications such as Mi-
crosoft Teams and Zoom. Our
membership benefits package
for WPA members has grown, a
few close calls involving flying
have occurred, however WPA
membership is down. First and
foremost | would like to start with
why membership is important. If
you are wondering “well what's
in it for me” as a member, our
website and WINGS newsletter
willillustrate how we have broken
everything down to four pillars;
advocacy, outreach, education,
and social activities focusing the
need of serving pilots and pro-
moting General Aviation.

All members are an imporftant
part of this organization. Some
people think when joining an or-
ganization, “what’s in it for mee,”
but some fail to realize that not
everything gives something back
in a way you can truly measure.

Take a bowling league for exam-
ple. You pay to join a feam and
may ormay not gettobowlwith all
your favorite friends but still have
fo buy the team shirt and bowl on
a weekly schedule. Many people
participate because they love
bowling! During this pandemic
the bowling alley would be shut
down and you would be shelter-
ing at home, missing the good

and bad games, the comradery
of your feam, and the wearing of
your team shirt. Can those things
be measured? Sure they can.
Now compare bowling to WPA,
even though we have not had
the social gathering fly-ins, we
have had more virtual meetings
and people have figured out
a way to fly with their friends in
different aircraft to get the $100
piece of pie or hamburger and
to “commit aviation” during this
pandemic while doing the social
distancing thing and not totally
being cooped up at home.

To add to that, the WPA mem-
bers benefits package is icing on
the cake, ice cream on the pie
if you willl Look around you, An-
gel Flights are happening, Pilots
for Paws are happening. Please
spread the word about WPA
and get a friend to join foday!
We have decided to offer virtual
“WPA Workshops” on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month at
10:00 AM. Look for the link fo join
in. Dealing with the smoke from
the wild fires has been challeng-
ing as well. We can spend time
inside using AOPA’s new runway
simulator, or boning up on pro-
cedures, maybe get a three or
four way conversation going
with some pilot friends and han-
gar fly a little bit. Are they WPA
members? If not, sign them up!

Fly safe

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Tell us what you like,
dislike, or just sound off
about anything aviation.
Please include your name
and chapter association.
Submit entries via e-mail to
michaelwatkins1 @icloud.com

e Vav' g

W E S TERMNAWV I ATI OHRN

Full Service FBO on Felts Field Airport (KSFF).

Conveniently located between Spokane, WA and Coeur d' Alene, ID. central to all of your business
or leisure travel. Come visit us at

Felts Field Flight Center just west of the Historic Terminal Building and
The Skyway Café.

FBO Services include:
Full Service Fueling: 100LL and Jet A & 24/7 Self Serve
Aircraft Parking - Day and Overnight

On Site Avionics, Maintenance and Parts
Pilot Supply and Gift Shop
Rental Cars
Lodging Arrangements
Pilot Lounge
Conference Room
Customer Refreshments & Catering
After Hours Callout: Terminal Pilot Lounge & Restrooms

U.S. Customs and Immigration Services

FBO Hours: 7-7 every day Peak Season
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WPA Chapters Around the State

Most Chapters keep updated information
on the WPAFLYS.org website. Click on
the “Chapters” tab for more information.

ANACORTES - The Anacortes chapter
generally meets on the second Thursday of
every third month (February, May, August
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar on
the airport. Contact Chapter President
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.
com 360-672-5695.

ARLINGTON - The Arlington Chapter
meets the first Wednesday of each month
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting
starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter President
Clifton Pierschbacher.

BREMERTON - Check the website at
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and
click on Bremerton for detailed information.
Contact Chapter President Doug Haugh-
ton, 360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@
gmail.com for further information.
CLALLAM COUNTY - The Clallam County
Chapter meets for lunch periodically with
meetings announcements made by e-mail.
Current CCP members are included in the
announcements. If you are not a current
CCP member, and would like to attend a
lunch, contact For further information,
contact Dr. Andrea Williams, drbdnz@
gmail.com or call 530-945-9234 or con-
tact Colette Miller at 714.364.5669. All
aviators welcome.

COLVILLE VALLEY - For current meeting
schedules, please contact Dave Garringer,
colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 509-675-
1041.

DEER PARK - The Deer Park chapter
meets on an “as needed” basis at the ad-
ministration building located on the Deer
Park Airport. For more information about

—

r/’ ) E_ N
| ; 'UNDANCE
—e®’  AVIATION

1903 Terminal Dr

Richland, WA 99354
509-946-2515

info@sundanceaviation.net
whaw. sundanceaviation.net

Deer Park chapter and activities please
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER - The Green River Chapter
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April,
June, August, October and December
for dinner and an aviation program.
For meeting information and other
chapter activities, including group
fly-outs, WINGS programs and other
special events please visit http://www.
wpaflys.org/Chapters/GreenRiver/
EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/current.
pdf or contact the Chapter President
Rashell Rosenkranz at 509-859-2994 or
denningrashell@gmail.com.

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH - The
Harvey Field chapter meets on the second
Saturday of each month, except July, at
10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey Field. For
more information on activities, please
call Chapter President David Divoky
at 559-696-3247 or Vice-President Jeff
Phillips at 206-228-0644.

METHOW VALLEY - Chapter meetings
are the second Wednesday of the month
through April, then resume in September.
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar at
the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. Dinner
starts at 6:00. Presentation starts at 6:30.
Meeting starts after presentation. Details
are announced via emails and Facebook.
Contact President Rick LeDuc: (509)
429-2922 or Secretary Louise Bighouse:
(509) 449-0185

MOSES LAKE - A new Moses Lake Chap-
ter has been formed with 20 members.
For further information contact chapter
President Larry Wheat at 206-819-2352.
NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM - The
North Sound Chapter meets the second
Thursday of each month except July &
August at the ARFF Conference Center at
KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview

(RLD) Richland, WA
Full Service FBO:
Aircraft Rental, Flight Instruction
Aircraft Maintenance
Pilot Supplies, Courtesy Car
100LL 55 & Truck, Jet A Truck
Aerial Advertising (Banners)

Serving the Tri-Cities Aviation Community for more than 30 years

29 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

GARMIN. AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS

YAESU

YAESU FTA-250L Com (Li-lon Batt)
YAESU FTA-450L Com......ccoorenneeeeennns
YAESU FTA-550A Com/VOR (AA Batt).
YAESU FTA-550L Nav/Com
YAESU FTA-750L Nav/Com

o
ICOM

= Built-in Bluetooth
(IC-A25N)

= 8.33 KHz Spacing

= 2.3" Hi-Viz LCD

= Battery Status Display

[[H 1111/ [ P2 1] G — $299
ICOM 1C-A25 Com $449
ICOM 1C-A25N Com/VOR/GPS .....coocoeerrrrnsnees 3549
ICOM IC-A16 Com 209

WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER

Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B

A
GARMIN. & XM RECEIVERS

GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver
GDL-51 XM Receiver
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Comhbo

APPAREO

e SCALL
$699

FREE USB
POWER
PORT

STRATUS-ESG Transponder w/GPS ......
STRATUS ADS-B Receiver

2020 COMPLIANT ADS-B

17
. -k
uAvioni NAV LIGHTS

SKYBEACON/Certified Wing Tip....o.ueuusesesen
TAILBEACON/Certified

Rd, Bellingham. Doors open at 6 PM,
meeting at 7 PM. For more information
contact Chapter President Royce Civico
at 206-427-2338 ; zecyor@gmail.com.
OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY- Chapter
meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each
month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner at
6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further
information contact Chapter President
Lee Orr at 509-486-4502 or V.President
Bob Ulrich at 509-429-2119. Chapter
Treasurer is Lola Orr and Secretary is
Ryan Christoph.

PAINE FIELD - The Paine Field chapter
meets the first Friday of most months for
dinner and an aviation related program.
For detailed information on the monthly
meeting and other chapter activities
including group flyouts, maintenance
seminars and special programs visit
www.facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA
or send e-mail to paine-president@
wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON - The Shelton
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further
information contact Bud Smilanich at
425-891-8304.

SKAGIT - Meetings are held the last
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun
activities and how we can work together
for a thriving pilot community. For further
information contact chapter President
Bill Johnson at 206-495-1396.

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER - For
information on meetings and seminars
call chapter President Gary Miranda at

Wnore 747&{;4/9,1/?‘ 7{@/&”&&/

Bill Moore

Senior Aircraft Appraiser ¥
Please contact me for appraisal
cost information

Ph: 509 991.6133 8
oill. flo.moore @gmail.com
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360-281-0196 or e-mail at a320grm@
aol.com.

SPOKANE - Meetings are usually held
on the third Wednesday of each month at
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at
6 PM. Meeting program information can
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more
information contact chapter President
Jon Weber, 509-280-2484, jweber@
parkwateraviation.com.

TRI-CITIES - The Tri-Cities Chapter meets
at 6:30 PM at Bergstrom Aircraft FBO, Tri-
Cities Airport (KPSC), Pasco on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. For informa-
tion contact Chapter President Jim
Hightower, hightower46325@yahoo.
com or 541-720-4172.

TWIN HARBORS - The Twin Harbors
chapter meets the second Tuesday of the
month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, location
TBD. For meeting details and more info,
contact Fred Winge, fwinge@techline.
com, 360-289-4186.

WENATCHEE - Meetings the third Tues-
day of each month at 6 PM. Location is
announced via an E-mail list. Contact
Chapter President Klaus Marx to add
your name to the list or for other chapter
information. 907-723-4379 or klaus-
marx@juno.com.

YAKIMA VALLEY - The Yakima Valley
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of
every month at 6:30 PM at Reno’s on the
Runway. All are welcome. On most Satur-
day mornings at 8:30 till about 10:30, WPA
and EAA pilots often gather for coffee and
donuts at Yakima Airport Airpark on the
south side of McAllister field, KYKM. For
chapter information, Contact Chapter
President Gary Klingele at 509-421-1597
or gcklingele@nwi.net.

GARMIN. GPS-175 = GNC-355 = GNX-375

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS
GNC-355 2 Touchscreen GPS/COM........
GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder...... $6995

GARMIN. GTX TRANSPONDERS
[~ One Box ADS-B
w Solution
ADS-B TRANSPONDER $3195
SPECIAL PROMO PACKAGE

Includes GTX-335 w/GPS Antenna,

GEA-12 Mini Encoder & USB Charger

GTX-335 W/GPS Antenna.........ceeooemeeee From $2995
GDL-82 ADS-B Low Cost Solution!...........cnee $1795

aq>»
DYNON

DYNON D3 POCKET PANEL EF1S.........cooorsuene $879
DYNON DRX ADS-B RECEIVER........ccccorsvuens $349

GARMIN. FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS

G5/PFD (TS0)

$2289

G5/HSI $3075

G5/PFD (Exp) $1290
Plus Installation

GARMIN. GI-275 EFIS

[ B 7] o o | — From $3550

[ By (7] Y [ — From $3790

GI-275/EIS From $4595

ANR HEADSETS

BOSE A20 $1095.95

LIGHTSPEED ZULU3 $850

PCA-ANR/BT $349

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

-Pacific-CoastA vianics-""

CORPORATION

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370
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2020 Fuvy For - FuN TickeT

Keeping Airports Open & Piolts Flying Since 1960
Fly-To-Help & Fly-For-Fun

Provided by Fly-For-Fun Navigators, Don & June Fitzpatrick
This is the last Fly-For-Fun edition for 2020. The schedule will resume April 2021.

Please supply us your updated event info by March 10th. Thank You for your help...
without it...there would be no schedule. ~ Stay Safe & Lead By Example ~

OCTOBER 14-18: CANCELLED...High Sierra Fly-In - World's Largest Backcoun-
fry Fly-In @ Dead Cow Lakebed, Rainbow Rd, Reno, NV www.STOLDrag.com

LAST SATURDAY EACH MONTH: CANCELLED... Friends of Hermiston Airport
Breakfast HRI 541-567-36%94

LOOK FOR....

N PILOTS ASSOCIATION

2021 FLY - FOR * FUN TICKET 5y Jun BaRTRAM FITzPATRICK

To view or print the current Fly-For-Fun Ticket, to

submit your event, or provide info or changes...go to

the WPA Website: www.WPAF’ lys.org/!‘ly—!‘or-!‘un

WPA PAC Dollars at Work

By Bud Smilanich

Here is a great example of how the WPA PAC Funds are used to sup-
port those who support WPA and GA in Washington state in Olympia.
Red or blue is not our mission. The WPA Pac is looking to support legisla-
tors who support General Aviafion . . .

The purposes of WPA-PAC are:

* To raise monies and provide a financial vehicle to impact the laws
and regulations within the State of Washington that affect General Avia-
tion due to the decisions of State Legislators and local regulatory bodies.

¢ To encourage pilots, operators and users of the General Aviation
System to understand governmental procedures and the public issues
acted upon by State and local officials that affects the use of the Gen-
eral Aviation System.

* To advance and protect the interests of General Aviation in the
State of Washington and those served by said system by facilitating par-
ficipation in the po-

litical process. Tom Dent
As  WPA Wings | Washington State

readers know, Tom Represenintive

Dent keeps us up to Distriet 13-GOP

“Ddetermine that the tking
wmin il bl e diane misl (lien
we aluall find the way.”

date on legislative is-
sues that affect all of
us GA pilots (he is one
of us). To all who con-
fribute to the WPA
PAC, this “Thank You”
is for you. To all WPA
members: Please
consider contributing
when you renew your
membership for 2021.

WINGS GOES DIGITAL

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, but you now
have another option. When you renew your membership you have the option to check the Digital
only box. Then, you will not receive the printed copy, but you will receive the digital version.

Nhrabiam B

To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available and give you
alink. Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is an effort to save our
Association money. The WINGS publication is our largest expense.

If you missed the chance to check the box and want to go digital only you can contact John Dobson,
who can correct it for you. Jdobson.mo@membersonlyinc.com

W15,  Aviation Real Estate
580+ Airparks

HangarMap.com

Erik McCormick - Publisher
Creative Marketing Agency 480.888.6380

IN THE NEW YEAR!

Keeping Airports Open & Pilots Flying Since 1960 ~ Fly-To-Help & Fly-For-Fun

Tom Dent Continued

If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation or
would like me to attend a meeting or event, please do not hesitate to get
in touch with me. You may email me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or contact
my Olympia office at 360-786-7932 or my district office at 509-607-0156.
You may sign up for my email updates by visiting my website at www.
fomdent.wa.gov.

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a pro-
fessional pilot since 1976 accumulating more than 20,000-logged hours.
He currently holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land
with commercial privileges single engine land; he is also a Certificated
Flight Instructor for both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument
airplane. He lives on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, seven miles
northeast of Moses Lake. Tom, represents the 13th District, and is currently
serving his third term in the state House of Representatives.

The Skyway Cafe at Felts Field,
Spokane Valley, Washington.

AIRPORT RESTURANT

OPEN FOR SEATING TAKE OUT
MUKILTEO COFFEE adjacent to Whidbey airpark W10 has
indoor & outdoor seating.

SKY WAY CAFE at Felfs Field is full service with indoor and
outdoor seating.

TOP GUN BAR AND GRILL ot Thun field KPLU has indoor
and outdoor seating.

ELLIES at Arlington KAWO has indoor & outdoor seating.

SPRUCE GOOSE CAFE at Jefferson County 0S9 has indoor
and outdoor seating.

HARVEY FIELD in Snohomish is basically all ops fully open.
Full service restaurant, espresso bar, fight school, fuel, main-
tenance, skydiving, hot air balloon ops, you name it, we
have it!

TACOMA NARROWS KTIW. Inside seating at The Hub.

FRIDAY HARBOR KFHR is open and most restaurants are
seating and do takeout.

SEE MORE AT WPAFLYS.ORG POST YOUR EVENT TO THE CALENDAR!!

Have an event coming up?
Go to: http://bit.do/wpacalendar and post your event!




