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Port Townsend Aero Museum 
Wednesday-Sunday, 9am to 4pm 

ptaeromuseum.com

Spruce Goose cafe 

Wednesday-Sunday 8am to 4pm
sprucegoosecafe.com

Jefferson County Airport 0S9  
airnav.com/airport/0S9

Always open and self-service fuel
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YOUNG ADULTS INTRODUCED TO AVIATION AT THE 
NEW DELAURENTIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN  

OAK HARBOR WITH FREE FLIGHTS 
By Michael Watkins

WPA Wings Editor and Communications Director

More than 30 young adults between the ages of 14-
17 received the opportunity to receive free introductory 
flights May 30th at the newly renamed Delaurentis 
International Airport (KOKH) in Oak Harbor.

In a coordinated effort between the Robert 
Delaurentis Foundation, myself Michael Watkins, 
owner and Certified Flight instructor of Wings Over 
Whidbey, and the Cascade, all donated time, cost 
and resources to make it possible for kids to come 
out for a completely free ride in a Piper Cherokee 
140. The youth that expressed a sincere interest in 
obtaining a pilot’s certificate were treated to the left 
seat and received an instructor signed logbook entry 
to be applied toward earning a pilot certificate. 
Other passengers received a million dollar view of 
Penn Cove and Fort Casey as I demonstrated private 
pilot maneuvers.

What started out as a field trip for the Oak Harbor 
High School “Flight Club,” part of the Science 
Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
Program, was opened up via social media to the 
entire youth community and the turnout was beyond 
what was expected−so much that not all youth could 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL WATKINS
Owner and Flight Instructor of Wings Over Whidbey Michael Watkins takes a sortie of young adults on a cost free aviation 
experience May 30, 2024, from the new Delaurentis International Airport (KOKH) in Oak Harbor, Wash. 

young adults
continued on page 6

PHOTO BY STAN “SUNDANCE” KASPRZYK
Bob Stoney’s L-19 Bird Dog after formation 

practice with the Cascade War Birds.
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By: Mike Scalera

INTRODUCTION
The world of aviation is a vast 

expanse, where dreams take flight 
and aspirations soar. For  Alexandra 
Zurcher, a young lady born and 
raised in Washington State, the desire 
to become a pilot had never occurred 
to her. She was a very good Barista 
at a local coffee stand and was 
enjoying the freedom of youth. One 
of her regular customers was Mike 
Scalera, a pilot at Felts Field, and after 
some discussion and coaxing I invited 
her to one of our Felts Neighbor Day 
events. Alex vividly recalls the moment 
she climbed into the cockpit of my 
Cessna 180. After takeoff she took 
the controls, and the Cessna followed 
her input. Alex knew she had found 
her calling, that single flight ignited 
a spark that would change her life 
forever. However, like many aspiring 
aviators, Alex faced the formidable 

challenge of financing her education.

THE SCHOLARSHIP JOURNEY
Discovering the Opportunity

After the Neighbor Day Event, Alex 
returned to her coffee stand and served 
up the best specialty coffee on Trent 
Avenue. Determined to pursue her 
passion for aviation, she scoured the 
internet for scholarships. Not finding a 
huge number of opportunities, she kept 
on saving what she could, and worked 
toward her private license. I suggested 
she apply for the WPA scholarship. 

PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF
Alex assembled her application 

package, fueled by determination and 
a love for the skies. She submitted her 
application with this picture (bottom 
right) in front of the first general 
aviation airplane she ever flew in.

WINGS UNFURLED: THE IMPACT
A Bright Future

As a recipient of the WPA 

s c h o l a r s h i p , 
A l e x ’ s 
career path 
t rans fo rmed . 
She earned 
her private 
pilot ticket and worked diligently 
toward her instrument rating and 
her commercial pilot license. Alex 
never ceases to amaze me with her 
dedication and decision-making skills. 
She researched the various training 
paths to the AT license and decided 
on the ATP Flight School. She acquired 
a sizable loan to cover the tuition and 
expenses and off to Denver she went. 

WORDS FROM ALEX
Allow us to introduce Alex in her 

own words:
“Hello! My name is Alexandra 

Zurcher. I’m a First Officer for a 
regional airline, flying the Embraer 
Regional Jet. The first flight of my life 
was at the Felts Field Neighbor Day 
event on June 3rd, 2017. Mike Scalera 
gave me the ride in his Cessna 180. 
The experience was incredible and 
had me hooked, I wanted to fly! Mike 
was super helpful in supplying details 
about training and what it would cost, 
so I started to save. It took slightly over 
two years to save the cash he said I 
would need. Finally, on September 
4th, 2019, I took my first real flying 
lesson, and on July 6th, 2020, I 
took my Private check ride. Getting 
my Private left me broke, but after 
receiving the WPA scholarship in 2021, 
I was able to pick up flight training 
again and started working on my 

Instrument rating. By November 27th, 
2021, I had obtained my Instrument, 
Commercial, CFI, CFII, Comm Multi, 
and MEI. September 8th, 2023, was 
the day I finally hit the required 1,500 
hours for the ATP. I had been flying 
with Mike in his SuperChub floatplane 
throughout the years, so I decided to 
add the Seaplane rating that month to 
celebrate! My Seaplane check ride 
was done in 0.4 hours, so I may have 
had a slight advantage with that one, 
thanks to Mike! I started training with 
my airline in November 2023 and 
received my ATP on January 13th, 
2024. If not for the WPA scholarship 
and all the moral support I received 
along the way, I don’t know where I’d 
be today.” 

CONCLUSION
Alex’s story is a testament to the 

transformative power of aviation 
scholarships. They don’t merely fund 
education; they ignite passions, 
build communities, and propel 
dreams. Aspiring aviators, take 
heed: Scholarships are your runway 
to the skies. Apply, persist, and let 
your dreams take flight. A final note: 
Alex is flying with a regional airline, 
and she is also working to finish her 
bachelor’s degree in, you guessed it, 
Aviation Science.

Fulfilling Skies:  
How an Aviation Scholarship Helped Turned Dreams into Reality

Alex in her office!

The image Alex submitted with her scholarship application package.

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

www.wpaflys.orgwww.wpaflys.org

PLEASE JOIN OR 
RENEW TODAY!

WPA is working 
to advance 

the interests of 
general aviation in 
Washington State.

JOIN WPAJOIN WPA
WPA Wings

A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association
1100 Bellevue Way N.E.

Ste. 8A (Box 397)
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via e-mail to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
Washington Pilots Association

1100 Bellevue Way N.E.
Ste. 8A (Box 397)

Bellevue, WA 98004
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington State. 
Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed by the 
author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of 
the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertainment 
and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not rely on the 
information contained herein to relieve him/her of the responsibility 
to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and instructions. The 
reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety and in no case 
shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member of the Washington 
Pilots Association be held responsible for any use or lack thereof, 
that readers may or may not choose to make of the information 
contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, 
but you now have another option.  When you renew your membership you have the 

option to check the Digital only box.  Then, you will not receive the printed copy,  
but you will receive the digital version. 

To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available 
and give you a link.  Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is 
an effort to save our Association money.  The WINGS publication is our largest expense. 

WINGS GOES DIGITAL
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STATE REP. TOM DENT  
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

lesgislative updates...
I was honored to attend and speak at the annual Washington 

Airport Management Association (WAMA) Conference held 
this year in Auburn at the Muckleshoot Casino May 6-8. 

The big conversation was about possible legislation next 
year and the potential makeup of the Legislature.  

The priorities that came out of this conversation for the next 
legislative session:

1.	 Providing tax incentives for development at 
public use airports. This could help with new hangar 
construction and economic development. 

2.	 Distribution of aircraft fuel tax revenue. We all see 
the need for more funding for aviation infrastructure. 

3.	 Providing tax exemptions for unleaded aircraft 
fuel. This could encourage the implementation of the 
infrastructure needed to offer aviation unleaded fuel 

for sale. Although a replacement fuel is not yet available in the volume needed, 
being ready and ahead of the curve is always good business. 

4.	 Establishing an Aviation and Aerospace Advisory Committee (AAAC). Like 
the AAAC previously in place, a different structure has been discussed. I would 
like to hear from folks their views on this subject.

5.	 Hazard Substance Tax (HST)/Petroleum Products Tax (PPT) distribution. 
This has been a controversial issue and is being discussed on how to solve the 
issue. It is a very complex issue with strong feelings on both sides. Hopefully we 
are close to a resolution.

These are issues we have worked on before and are very important to the industry. I would 
like to hear from you on what your priorities are for the coming year, and do these priorities 
align with yours? Do you have ideas or priorities not on this list?

To be successful moving legislation I need you helping me with letters, emails and being 
willing to testify in the committee hearings. We are all in this together, so let’s work in a 
collaborative effort and move some of this legislation across the finish line next year. 

I am available to come to one of your chapter meetings and discuss any of your thoughts 
and priorities for the industry. Just reach out to my office and we can set something up.

Applications are still open for the governor appointed seats on the Commercial Aviation 
Work Group created by House Bill 1791 in 2023.  Applications are available on the 
Governor’s Boards and Commissions website. Due to several circumstances out of our control 
we are late getting this work group together, we still have several openings we need to fill. For 
a list of openings, please refer to the chart on the right. 

If you our someone you know is interested, please reach out to the website provided or 
you can reach out to me if that is easier. We need your help to fill these positions.  This is an 
important board and could have a major impact on the future of commercial aviation in the 
state of Washington.

We are coming into the summer months with the promise of good weather. Let’s make good 
use of this opportunity and get into the sky and enjoy some time aloft. I have been and intend 
to continue to fly my Bonanza around the state attending meetings and visiting friends.

Stay safe my friends and until next time,  
Blue Skies and Tailwinds!! 

If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation, or if you would like me 
to come to a chapter meeting, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. You may 
email me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or contact me through my Olympia office at 360-
786-7932, my Legislative assistance Jennifer will set something up.  You may sign up for 
my email updates by visiting my website at representativetomdent.com

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a professional pilot since 
1976. He currently holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine land with 
commercial privileges single engine land. Tom is also a Certificated Flight Instructor for 
both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument airplane and a certificated ground 
instructor. He lives on his ranch with his family, the Flying T, seven miles northeast of 
Moses Lake. Tom represents the 13th District and is currently serving his fifth term in the 
state House of Representatives.

POSITION POSITION DESCRIPTION

5 Rep. from the airline industry or business dependent upon air 
service

9

Citizen rep. - Eastern WA - must represent the public interests 
in the communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

14

Citizen rep. - must represent the public interests in the 
communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

15 Rep. from a freight forwarding industry

16 Rep. from a trucking industry

17 Rep. from a community organization that understands the impacts 
of a large commercial aviation facility on a community.

18 Rep. from a statewide environmental organization

19 Rep. from a statewide environmental organization

COMMERCIAL AVIATION WORK GROUP- 
RECRUITING APPLICANTS FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS (HB 1791)

PHOTOS BY GEORGE STEED

By: George Steed 
As she rolled to a stop and slowly dropped one wing, Annika Pexton, at 15 

years old, was the nation’s newest, and youngest, solo pilot.  On Sunday, May 
12, Annika had just completed her 27th glider flight and her first solo .  Flying 
with Evergreen Soaring from Arlington Municipal Airport, she spent 17 minutes 
in the air in a Blanik 23 and returned as a pilot.

Annika, currently a 4.0 student at Central Kitsap High School in Silverdale, 
was first introduced to aviation two years ago.  She had been dragged along 
to the Bremerton airport while her brother was getting a Young Eagle ride from 
EAA Chapter 406.  They arrived early and her parents marched the kids around, 
and seeing some doors open on the old firehouse and interesting things inside, 
led them in.  Both kids quickly found themselves working next to M. J. Dunlap, 
with deburring tools in their hands, helping to construct the chapter’s e-Xenos 
electric motorglider.  One visit led to many and Annika is now training other 
youth that find their way to the project.  

She got her first Young Eagle flight from Greg Williams in his RV-7, decided 
that aviation was exciting and challenging, and when offered a sailplane 
demonstration ride last December, jumped at the chance.  Since then, she has 
aced her written, completed 26 towed dual flights with WPA member Mike 
Friend (pictured), a retired Boeing exec and longtime glider instructor, one solo, 
and now needs just 103 more minutes in the air, approval from her instructor, 
and she’ll be ready to take her check ride.  

Was she nervous?  “Didn’t have time to be nervous.  Things went quickly but 
it was just like the instructional flights, only quieter.”  Annika’s shortest flight was 
two minutes, and her longest an hour and 30 minutes.  She said, “In 17 minutes 
you can’t really ‘get in the groove’ but in an hour and a half, “You really become 
one with your wings.”  Now she’s talking like a pilot.  

What’s next?  Continued training, her sailplane certificate, her powered 
private certificate, sailplane commercial, sailplane instructor, and . . .  well, then 
she’ll see.

Youngest Solo Pilot
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I am honored to serve as your 
president for 2024. This year got 
off to a rocky start for me with my 
father’s passing and a planned 
vacation, but I should be around 
most of the rest of year. I would 
love to hear from you about what 
is going well and what we could 
do better as an organization 
to attract new members. More 

members will give us a stronger voice in Olympia as 
we work to protect your access to airports, keep them 
maintained, and keep the cost of flying affordable. It 
is vitally important that we make sure our lawmakers 
are educated and understand the benefits that 
general aviation provides to Washington State. We 

must all work together to ensure that access to our 
airports is preserved as many airports could provide 
a lifeline to remote communities during a disaster.

As we enter the prime flying season this summer, 
I encourage you to stay current and visit different 
airports around the state. The Washington State 
passport program (Fly Washington Passport 
Program) is an excellent way to do that while 
earning rewards along the way. My wife, Kolette, 
and I enjoy flying to different airport restaurants and 
patronizing them. Many airport restaurants struggle 
with not enough business. If you are aware of flyout 
and other special events, please make sure they 
are added to the events section of the WPA website 
Events & Destinations | Wpaflys. Hopefully, I will see 
you at some events this summer.

If you run into a Washington pilot who is not a WPA 
member encourage them to join, tell them about 
the discounts WPA members enjoy, and how WPA 
supports their flying activities through advocacy, 
education, outreach, and social activities.

Finally, we do have some open officer positions 
at the state level. Specifically, the VP West and 
Safety and Education positions are currently open. 
Additionally, we like to find someone willing to 
step up and fill the Treasurer position and Director 
at Large positions which George Futas and Gary 
Miranda are temporarily filling. If you are willing to 
contribute to the WPA and fill one of these positions, 
please let me, Jerry Barkley, Andy Luebke, George 
Futas, Rich Jones, or Gary Miranda know.

RICHARD BECKERT
WPA President

B R E A K F A S T

See some amazing airplanes, talk with pilots and meet your neighbors!

Visit one of the local 
restaurants for lunch

Served in the big hangar by the Sagebrush Senior Center – follow the signs.

610 Main St SW
Deset Aire, WA 99349

509-932-4412

1 0 1  F r o n t i e r  W a y  W ,  D e s e r t  A i r e ,  W A  9 9 3 4 9

Suggested donation of $7 is requested.
All profits used exclusively for 
maintenance of airport facilities.

WPA chapter updates...

The Town of Mansfield has operated an airport since the 1950's. Locals from 
Spokane and pilots from as far away as the Seattle area, Idaho and Oregon enjoyed 
flying in to grab lunch, go fly fishing at Grimes Lake or Jameson Lake and heading on 
their journey in a four seasoned area full of sunshine located only 25 minutes from 
beautiful Lake Chelan. The Chelan Douglas Port District has notified the community 
that if someone doesn't develop on one of the 8 building sites, they are going to close 
it down. This could be very beneficial to your club, or have your club members fly in 
and do some sorties if they are in the area.

The Mansfield Airport provides so much for residents of the State of Washington if 
only they knew about it. The price to build a hangar here would be half the price of 
other areas or other larger cities. This could be a great place to store their planes in the 
winter and fly all four seasons. Once it is gone, it is gone forever. These small towns 
seem to be the first to lose, and the people of Mansfield want to do everything possible 
to save their airport.

8W3 - MANSFIELD AIRPORT 
AT RISK OF CLOSINGAndy Luebke 

WPA Spokane President 
WPA VP East

With summer quickly approaching, 
we have quite a few events happening 
over here on the East side of the state. 
Our upcoming events are:

JUNE 1ST NEIGHBOR DAY AT 
FELTS FIELD. Neighbor Day is 
an open house event to showcase 
the value of Felts Field to the 
community. 

JUNE 15TH CHALLENGE AIR 
AT FELTS FIELD. Challenge 
Air is a fantastic non-profit that 
flies children with disabilities 
to give them an opportunity 
to view the world from the 
sky! Contact Andy Luebke at  
509-994-7231 if you would like 
to help with this remarkable event.

JUNE 15TH AND 16TH MOSES 
LAKE AIRSHOW AND STOL 
EVENT. This year’s event will 
feature an airshow with both 
military and civilian aircrtaft, as 
well as a national STOL event. 
The WPA will have a booth, and a 
fly-in will be coordinated for this 
event. Contact Moses Lake WPA 
President Jeremy Davis at 509-
989-8095 if you need more info.

JUNE 15TH AND 16TH TONASKET 
FATHERS DAY FLY-IN. There will be 
a BBQ on Saturday evening at 5:00 
and breakfast starting at 7:00 on 
Sunday morning. Contact Lee Orr 
with any questions at 509-741-0172.

JUNE 15TH WENATCHEE 
AIRSHOW AND FLY-IN. Known 
as Pangborn’s Festival of Flight, 
this event celebrates the first 
nonstop, trans-Pacific flight with 
Miss Veedol from Misawa, Japan. 
Pilots must preregister by June 
7 to participate in the airplane 
poker run and receive a pilot 
goody bag. Call 509-886-6108 
or visit www.eastwenatcheewa.
gov for details and tickets.

JUNE 22ND AND 23RD 
SKYFEST 2024 AT FAIRCHILD 
AFB. An airshow, static displays 
and vendors. What more can you 
ask for? 

JUNE 29TH COLVILLE AIRPORT 
100TH ANNIVERSARY.  
This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Colville 
Airport! The event will 
feature an airshow, food, 
bands, and skydivers! 
Contact Dave Garringer at  
509-675-1041 if you need 
more info. 

JULY 6TH REPUBLIC FLY-IN 
AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST. 
Those wishing to fly in on Friday 
can camp overnight under the 
wing of their aircraft if they like. 
Always a great event!

If you would like more information, 
or have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to me at 509-994-
7231 or awluebke@live.com. 

EASTSIDE EVENTS
Mansfield / Mansfield / 8W3

Communications
CTAF  � � � � � � � � � 122�9

Navigation
Elevation  � � � � � � 2272′ MSL
TPA� � � � � � � � � � � 3272′ MSL (1000′ AGL)
Runway  � � � � � � � 03/21; 2575′×46′; ASPH
Lights  � � � � � � � � � Dusk-dawn, LIRL
Latitude  � � � � � � � N 47° 48�56′
Longitude� � � � � � W 119° 38�23′



Services
Fuel  � � � � � � � � � � None

Fly Washington Passport Program – Stamp located 
on tie-down ramp, mid-field�

Notes
Unattended� Possible turbulence from grain elevators N side of arpt� Relocated threshold  
Rwy 21 - 162′ – 2413′ available�

Mansfield / Mansfield / 8W3 Page 65

President's Message...

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
8W3 - Mansfield Airport is located at 7Airport Road in Mansfield, WA. For inquiries, please call 
(509) 884-4700
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FEDERAL INVESTIGATION 
SHEDS LIGHT ON BURLEY 

AIRPORT CRASH

By Rachel Cohen
Boise State Public Radio News

A federal investigation into a plane 
crash at the Burley airport is complete and 
says one likely cause of the fatal crash was 
the failure of a potato processing plant 
near the runway to mitigate hazards.

The final report by the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) was 
issued more than two years after the crash 
on April 13, 2022. Pilot Brittney Infanger, 
of Salmon, died when her single-engine 
Cessna hit an exhaust stack on top of a 
potato plant while attempting to land at 
the runway.

Infanger was carrying cargo from Salt 

Lake City to the Burley Municipal Airport 
in snowy weather. When she reached 
Burley, she flew over the runway once, 
likely to check conditions. On her second 
pass, she crashed into a stack on the 
plant’s roof.

A witness saw the plane fly into a steam 
cloud from the stacks before crashing. The 
stack the plane hit was directly below the 
flight path to the runway.

John Cox, an aviation safety expert, 
reviewed the NTSB report for Boise 
State Public Radio. He said it found two 
“causal” factors. First, the plane was 
flying too low.

“The airplane deviated from its intended 

flight path, so that’s going to come down 
on the pilot,” he said.

But the second causal factor, according 
to the report, was that the potato plant, 
owned by Gem State Processing LLC, 
didn’t paint the smokestacks in colors 
easily seen by pilots, which it had been 
instructed to do by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).

“From the pilot’s perspective, 
they would tend to blend into the 
background,” Cox said.

The FAA had warned in studies from 
2016 and 2017 that the 100-foot-tall 
stacks on the plant were a hazard to 
planes and suggested fixes. But according 
to the NTSB report, the stacks were never 
painted an alternating bright white and 
“aviation orange,” as the FAA said was 
necessary for the stacks to no longer be a 
hazard to air navigation.

A final “contributing” problem, the 
report said, was the steam released from 
the plant, which made it hard to see the 
runway on the lightly snowy day. The 
hot steam from the stacks might’ve also 

caused Infanger to fly lower, Cox said.
The NTSB didn’t issue any 

recommendations to remedy the 
problems that could’ve caused the crash. 
A spokesperson for the agency said it 
doesn’t have any regulatory authority 
and directed questions about next steps 
to the FAA.

In response, the FAA said it offers 
guidance on marking and lighting 
structures, but doesn’t have any authority 
over them.

“The structure owner is responsible 
for following the marking and lighting 
guidance and local government 
agencies can enforce compliance,” a 
spokesperson wrote in an email.

Lawyers for Gem State LLC did not 
respond to a request for comment, and 
the Burley Municipal Airport remains 
open. The city declined to comment 
on the NTSB report, citing an ongoing 
lawsuit. Infanger’s family has filed a 
wrongful death suit against the city, the 
potato plant and other parties, with a 
trial scheduled for next February.

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Pilot Brittney Infanger died when her plane crashed into a potato processing plant's exhaust 
stack on the path to the Burley airport's runway.

The death of Brittney Infanger on April 13, 2022, in Burley, Idaho, should be a 
wakeup call to every city and county responsible for land use development adjacent 
to an airport. (See the Boise State Public Radio article from May 7, 2024). According 
to RCW 36.70.547, airport sponsors have an obligation to “discourage the siting of 
incompatible uses adjacent to such general aviation airports.” 

Given this background, it’s worrying pilots that the Renton City Council has 
approved the acquisition of all properties south of Airport Way to South Second 
Street between Rainier Ave South and Logan Avenue North.

According to their documentation, this location would be the best fit to expand 
the Renton High School facilities. Regardless of any modifications to approaches, 
displaced thresholds, or operational procedures that may be required for KRNT—
why would you allow children to play and learn inside the runway protection zone?

WSDOT Aviation Division has published a Land Use Compatibility Guide for 

planners in Washington State. For your reference I am including copies of the 
relevant law and page 2-54 of the guide, which identifies the individual protected 

RENTON AIRPORT . . . & BRITTNEY

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Exhaust stacks at Gem State Processing line up with the approach to the Burley runway.

Renton
continued on page 6
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Young adults
continued from page 1

RENTON
continued from page 5

be accommodated in the time 
frame allowed.

Airport Owner Robert DeLaurentis 
had a vision to get youth involved in 
aviation. While there is still a national 
pilot shortage dilemma, Delaurentis 
Kids Fly program really took off on its 
maiden event.

“At Delaurentis International Airport 
we are proud to introduce our “Kids 
Fly” program to the high school kids 
in our community. The love of Aviation 
starts early and we want to encourage 
and nurture aspiring pilots who share 
our passion for flight.” Said Delaurentis.

“As pilots, it’s our job to share 
our passion for flight with the next 
generation. We have worked hard 
at DeLaurentis International Airport 
to create the “Kids Fly” program 
that offers aspiring pilots a safe and 
nurturing environment so they can find 
their wings.”

After aging and being neglected for 
many years, the airport formerly known 
as A.J. Eisenberg has received a much 
needed facelift and improvements 
with plans to repave the runway in the 
following months, making it a safer 

place for pilots to land.
“After nearly eight months of 

renovation and hard work, DeLaurentis 
International Airport is ready to reach 
out to aspiring pilots with our “KIDS 
FLY” program. We offer the kids an 
opportunity to ignite and develop their 
passion for aviation,” said Delaurentis.

While I was flying a total of 10 
sorties each with three young crew 
members, I was unable to get to talk 
to the parents one on one, however I 
received many emails expressing the 
appreciation and gratitude for what we 
were doing. Almost nothing is totally 
free anymore and this was just that. A 
completely free flight to expose youth 
to the world of aviation. The only price 
of admission was to show up with an 
interest and a desire to experience the 
discovery of flight in hopes to spark the 
flame of the next generation of pilots.

Note: As the airport improvement 
continues, please consult NOTAMs 
prior to flying in. Currently a 12 
hour prior permission is listed in the 
NOTAMs from the airport owner. Fuel 
will be available  soon and currently 
there is a $20.00 landing fee.

zones surrounding most airports. 
Idaho had similar legal restrictions in place, as well as the FAA reminding them that 

they did not meet standards. The Burley Municipal Airport (KBYI) sponsor’s attitude 
was simple. Nothing would happen at their airport . . . they modified the procedures. 
With the following remark in the A/FD, the airport tries lamely to protect pilots 
(with abbreviations translated): “CAUTION: Runway 20 arrival due to numerous 
80-foot steam stacks located to north of airport/Snake River at Gem processing 
plant. Exercise extreme caution on arrival, especially in poor visibility.” How did this 
negligent attitude work out for them? And how did it work out for her?

WE WANT 
TO HEAR 

FROM YOU! 
Tell us what you 

like, dislike, or just 
sound off about 

anything aviation. 
Please include your 
name and chapter 
association. Submit 
entries via e-mail to 
michaelwatkins1@

icloud.com.

Executive Committee & Officers
President: 

Richard Beckert....................... 360-653-5464
VP West: 

Open ...................................................................
VP East: 

Andy Luebke ........................... 509-994-7231
Treasurer: 

George Futas ......................... 425-260-4445
Secretary: 

Marian Jensen......................... 360-825-6777
Directors:
Membership: 

Rich Jones............................... 425-349-9802
Airports: 

Tom Jensen............................. 360-825-6777
Safety & Education: 

Open ................................................................... 
Govt Affairs: 

John Dobson........................... 360-898-2319
Dir at Large: 

Gary Miranda.......................... 360-281-0196
Communications: 

Michael Watkins...................... 360-661-5477
WPA Website: http://www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association

 

10394 N Aero Drive 

Hayden, ID 83835 

Pappy Boyington Field (COE) 

 

We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport. 

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International,  

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments. 

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers! 

Come see us! 

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com. 

Monday through Friday 8-5. 

 

10394 N Aero Drive 
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Pappy Boyington Field (COE) 

 

We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport. 

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International,  

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments. 

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers! 

Come see us! 

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com. 

Monday through Friday 8-5. 

10394 N. Aero Drive, Hayden, Idaho 83835
Pappy Boyington Field (COE)

COME SEE US!
Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or 

barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com.
Monday through Friday 8-5.

We are a full service avionics shop now 
located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport.

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics Inter-
national, JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments.

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers!
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GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ��������������������������������������������������$799
GDL-51 XM Receiver ���������������������������������������������������������$749
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo �������������������������������������������$1249

AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������$1549
AERA-660 5” Touchscreen GPS ��������������������������������$849

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������������$4995*

GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM ��������������������������$6995*

GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder�������$7690 

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B
& XM RECEIVERS

FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS

AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

GPS-175 • GNC-355 • GNX-375

ANR HEADSETS

*FREE SHIPPING

Plus Installation

G5/PFD (TSO) �����������������������������������������������������$2625
G5/HSI ������������������������������������������������������������������$3615
G5/PFD (Exp) ������������������������������������������������������$1495

BOSE A30 $1299

PCA-ANR/BT $349

Client: Pacific Coast Avionics 
Ad Title: 30 Years, Best Pricing and Service
Publication: Washington Pilots
Trim: 9.75 x 7.38

AUDIO PANELS

GI-275/PFD ���������������������������������������From $3790
GI-275/HSI �������������������������������������� From $4090
GI-275/EIS ��������������������������������������� From $4850

GI-275 EFIS

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

Cost-effective, with precise and smooth in-flight 
characteristics, underspeed/overspeed protec-
tion, dedicated “LEVEL” mode button, & coupled 
approaches.

GFC 500 AUTOPILOTS

GFC-500 2-Axis �����������������������������Installed from $13,885*
GFC-500 2-Axis + Autotrim ���������� Installed from $18,850*

CALL FOR
INSTALL
QUOTE

* Not including G5/PFD (Required)

GMA-345 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1975
Bluetooth • USB Port • 3D Audio
6-PL Stereo Intercom • Voice Recorder

GMA-342 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1795
4-PL Stereo Intercom • 3D Audio
3.5mm Aux Input • Voice Recorder

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR: 

*Prices may be changed at any time without notice*

LED AIRCRAFT LIGHTING

Sunspot 36 LX Landing/Taxi Light ��������$349
Pulsar NS Nav/Strobe (Set) �����������������$1150
Suntail Tail Position Strobe ���������������������$495

Parmetheus G3 Landing/Taxi Light �������$299
Orion 600 Nav/Strobe (Set) ������������������$1195
Orion 500 Tail Position Strobe ����������������$485

LIGHTSPEED DELTA ZULU $1199

IC-A16 �������������������������������$269
IC-A25S  ���������������������������$319
IC-A25C  ��������������������������$469
IC-A25N  ��������������������������$529

FTA-250L �����������������������$195
FTA-450L ���������������������� $239
FTA-550L ���������������������� $289
FTA-750L ���������������������� $375
FTA-850L ���������������������� $449

Advanced capability audio panel with digital 
display, multiple Bluetooth, audio alerts, USB 
port, and more!

PMA-6000B Audio Panel ���������������������������������������$1395
PMA-8000G Audio Panel W/BT �����������������������������$1795

PMA-450C Audio Panel �����������������������������������������$2195

AUDIO PANELS

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370
WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER
Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

30 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

4232-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   14232-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   1 8/28/23   3:18 PM8/28/23   3:18 PM

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLYS.

org website. Click on the 
“Chapters” tab for more 

information.

ANACORTES: The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.com 
360-672-5695.

ARLINGTON: The Arlington Chapter 
meets the first Wednesday of each month 
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. A 
no host dinner is at 6 PM and the meeting 
starts at 7 PM. President of the chapter is 
Conor Baer. For more information contact 
him at conorbaer@yahoo.com or call 
(425) 941-5482.

BREMERTON: Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haughton, 
360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@gmail.
com for further information.  

CLALLAM COUNTY: The Clallam County 
Chapter meets for lunch periodically 
with meetings announcements made 
by e-mail. Current CCP members are 
included in the announcements. If you are 
not a current CCP member, and would like 
to attend a lunch, contact Colette Miller 
at 714-356-5669 or Dave Miller at 360-
452-7136. All aviators welcome.

COLVILLE VALLEY: For current meeting 
schedules,  please contact  Dave 
Garringer, colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 
509-675-1041.

DEER PARK: The Deer Park chapter 
meets on an “as needed” basis at the 
administration building located on the Deer 
Park Airport. For more information about 
Deer Park chapter and activities please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER: The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program. For 
meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Terri Tederman at 206-679-3568 or 
Danz4@msn.com. 

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH: The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the 
second Saturday of each month, except 
July, at 10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey 
Field. For more information on activities, 
please call Chapter President David 
Divoky at 559-696-3247.

METHOW VALLEY: Chapter meetings 
are the second Wednesday of the month 
through April, then resume in September. 
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar 
at the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. 
Dinner starts at 6:00. Presentation starts 
at 6:30. Meeting starts after presentation. 
Details are announced via emails and 
Facebook. Contact President Rick LeDuc: 
(509) 429-2922 or Secretary Clay 
Chase: (206) 963-4353. 

MOSES LAKE: Chapter meetings 
are once a month. For information on 
time and place contact President Rod 
Richerson at (503) 267-1320 or VP 
Darrin Jackson at (509) 431-3145. 

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM: The 
North Sound Chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month except June, July 
and August at the ARFF Conference Center 
at KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 West Bakerview 
Rd. Bellingham.  Doors open at 6:30 PM. 
For more information contact Lyle Jansma 
at 360-319-0425; lyle@lylejansma.com

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY: 
Chapter meetings are the four th 
Tuesday of each month at the Omak 
Elks Lodge. Dinner at 6 PM and meeting 
at 7 PM. For further information contact 
Chapter President Mark Christoph at 
(509) 429-2426 or V.P. Bob Ulrich at 
509-429-2119. 

PAINE FIELD: The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit www.
facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or send 
e-mail to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON: The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact Jim Murphy at 
(503) 559-7736

SKAGIT: Meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM Cascade 
Aviation on the airport. Bring your ideas 
for projects that benefit local pilots, fun 
activities and how we can work together 
for a thriving pilot community. For further 
information contact chapter President 
Jerry Higgins (306) 540-4350 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER: For 
information on meetings and seminars call 
chapter President Jeff Jarvis at (503) 735-
5432 or e-mail at jjarvis72@comcast.net 

SPOKANE: Meetings are usually held 
on the third Wednesday of each month at 
Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning at 
6 PM. Meeting program information can 
be found at WPASpokane.org. For more 
information contact chapter President 
Andy Luebke at (509) 994-7231 or 
Chapter Secretary Dennis Runolfson at 
(509) 879-0560. 

TRI-CITIES: The Tri-Cities WPA Chapter 
Treasurer is Edward Keenan at (509) 212-
1371. For further information contact Ed. 

TWIN HARBORS: The Chapter is 
looking to be rejuvenated. 

WENATCHEE: Meetings the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 PM. 
Location is announced via an E-mail list. 
Contact Chapter President Klaus Marx 
to add your name to the list or for other 
chapter information. 907-723-4379 or 
klausmarx@juno.com.

YAKIMA VALLEY: The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of 
every month. All are welcome. On most 
Saturday mornings at 8:30 till about 
10:30, WPA and EAA pilots often gather 
for coffee and donuts at Yakima Airport 
Airpark on the south side of McAllister 
field, KYKM. For chapter information, 
Contact Chapter President Gary Klingele 
at 509-421-1597 or gcklingele@nwi.net.

WPA CHAPTERS AROUND THE STATE



j 	DISCOUNTS FROM NEARLY TWO DOZEN BUSINESSES 
	 And the list is growing!

j	REGIONAL & STATEWIDE LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY 		
	 efforts focused on promoting and preserving  
	 GA throughout Washington State

j 	WINGS NEWSLETTERS  
	 Printed every two months and digital versions 

j SOCIAL EVENTS & SAFETY SEMINARS

j 28 LOCAL CHAPTERS

Member Benefits Program

Get great WPA Members-Only Discounts at these aviation-related businesses!

Follow the instructions below to access Aircraft Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and print your 
WPA membership card, which can be used as proof of eligiblity for discounts from other sponsors. 

Go to www.wpaflys.org and click on Member Discounts.  
At the top of the Member Discounts page there is a 
link to access discount codes and print your membership 
card, which can be used to provide proof eligibility for 
discounts. Click that link to look up your Member ID then: 

Find WPA Members-Only Discounts at wpaflys.org  
(click on Members Benefits to see the latest)

KUAO (Aurora) 
pacificcoastavionics.com

Receive 5-15% OFF every purchase!
aircraftspruce.com 

Discount with Member Code
spenceraircraft.com 

Aircraft ownership for first time buyers and low 
time pilots.   tomahawkaero.com 

5% OFF Repairs   
acpropeller.com

3% OFF Fuel with $10 Fuel Card   
arlingtonflightservices.com 

2021 FLY IN set for August. Discount TBD   
arlingtonflyin.org

13% OFF Final Bill Year-round. KAWO   
aviationcovers.com 

10% OFF.    
bogertaviation.com

Free Drink with Meal Purchase. Western 
WA Location. buzzinnsteakhouse.com 

10% OFF Flights/Flight Reviews. KBVS   
flycascade.com

Great Oil Prices. KSHN
 smallandsonsoil.com 

Graphic Design Discounts.
linkedin.com/in/pilardowell

5% OFF on Instructions or Plane 
Rental. 1W1 flyitacademy.com 

Services Discount. KBFI
galvinflying.com 

KALW & KHRI
   tomahawkaero.com 

Free Shipping on VG Kit. 74S
microaero.com

Services Discount. S50   
normandyaircraft.com 

Discounts TBD   
northwayaviation.info

15% OFF Services.   
leftseat.com 

Free 6 Mo. & Discounts on 
Subscriptions. seattleavionics.com

10% OFF Simulator. KPAE
 simulationflight.com 

10% OFF Services   
signupsigncompany.com

$50 OFF Demo Flight
 svashonaircraft.com 

Pilot Medical Solutions, Inc.
The Fastest, Most Trusted Aeromedical Service.

1. Enter your member ID.
2. Enter your password

(click Forgot my Password? if you want it sent to your email 
address on file).

3. Once logged in, you will see (among other things) Aircraft
Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and a link to print 
your membership card.

4. Use the discount codes when you contact Aircraft Spruce and
Spencer Aircraft. Print and keep the membership card to show 
the businesses offering WPA Members-Only discounts.

WPA Membership has its privileges!


