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what's new?

Port Townsend Aero Museum 
Wednesday-Sunday, 9am to 4pm 

ptaeromuseum.com

Spruce Goose cafe 

Wednesday-Sunday 8am to 4pm
sprucegoosecafe.com

Jefferson County Airport 0S9  
airnav.com/airport/0S9

Always open and self-service fuel
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Dave Woodcock,  
Clallam County Pilots chapter of WPA

December 16, 1944 – January 25, 1945, what’s 
known as the Battle of the Bulge raged in eastern 
Belgium. I am fortunate to own a piece of that 
history: 1944 Piper L-4H, 43-30430. This plane 
was completed on April 6, 1944, and arrived in 
England in May 1944 as part of the Ninth Air 
Force. It was flown to France to join the Ninth 
Army and the 30th Infantry Division in November. 
The photo below shows the conditions these 

planes were flown in. 44 is the designation of the 
30th Infantry Division and the letter designates 
one of 12 battalions, each having two L-4 aircraft. 
The invasion stripes were generally painted over 
totally or in part within a few months after D-Day. 
The plane in the photo has these painted over on 
top of the wings and fuselage.

Imagine living in a tent and eating K rations 
while you are trying to stay warm. In the morning, 
get up to do maintenance or begin the process of 
knocking frost and snow off the wings and heating 

the engine to start it for the missions of the day. 
They flew reconnaissance, directed and spotted 
artillery fire, and dropped supplies to front line 
troops. Runways were pounded into the fields and 
snow with half-tracks and other vehicles. The 8:00 
X 4 Cub tires were sufficient for the fields they flew 
out of, but in deep snow skis were occasionally 
fitted.

restored
continued on page 6

COURTESY TOM JENSEN
N180TN on a practice search for 
WASAR.org.  WASAR is a 501C3 
organization which was started 
by WPA members with a $6,000 
donation FROM WPA members.

RESTORED WWII COMBAT VETERAN

COURTESY DAVE WOODCOCK
Completed restoration of 1944 Piper L-4H, 43-30430.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES PHOTO
L-4s of the 30th Infantry Division at an airstrip near Spa, Belgium. 
January 1945.
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STATE REP. TOM DENT  
(R-Moses Lake) 
represents the 13th 
Legislative District

The 68th Legislature adjourned as scheduled, on 
March 7. This year was a 60-day session that was as 
wild as it gets with more bills than we could possibly 
hear or move. It was one the busiest sessions, and for 
me, it was very productive in many ways. Passing bills is 
not necessarily the best way to measure success. Many 
times, the most successful actions are what you can do 
behind the scenes, such as stop bad bills from moving 
forward, helping newer legislators move their bills and 
negotiate various issues. All these activities take time 
and relationships.

Our second Aviation Caucus of the year was held both in 
person and virtually on Feb. 15. It was very well attended. 
If you are interested in joining the Aviation Caucus, please 
send me an email. We appreciate those who want to be 

involved and offer a differing view or perspective of aviation-related issues.
I do have to apologize to those who attended. I was a little optimistic on the 

amount of time it would take to get through our agenda. It turns out we had more 
items than we could cover in one hour. However, it all worked out and I will be a 
little more realistic with the next agenda. We are planning our first interim caucus 
meeting in late April or early May. We are also planning on combining it with 
the Wildfire Caucus meeting.

We are considering Spokane International Airport at the Aero-Flite facility. 
They provide aerial fire suppression services. We will meet in their facility for our 
meeting followed by a tour of the facility and a possible tour of the airport. Stay 
tuned for the final details.

As for the legislative session, here is a breakdown of the aviation-related bills 
we saw this year and the outcome of each.

1.	 House Bill 1554 (Sponsored by Rep. Beth Doglio). The 100 
low-lead (LL) bill from 2023 was back this session. It would have put 
extraordinary requirements on fueling facilities, run up procedures 
and much more. It is probably one of the worst bills I have ever seen 
and would have created operating rules that are unrealistic. Keep in 
mind, when we ask for support opposing this legislation, in the future, 
everyone must rise to the challenge. This year, the bill died in the 
Rules Committee.

2.	 House Bill 1531 (Rep. Tom Dent). It would have created 
the Aviation Aerospace Advisory Committee. It died in the 
Appropriations Committee.

3.	 House Bill 1331 (Rep. Leonard Christian). It would have 
provided a public use airport tax preference for building infrastructure 
on public airports. It died in the Finance Committee.

4.	 House Bill 1395 (Rep. Tom Dent). It would have taken one-half 
of 1% of the sales tax on fuel and put it in the aviation account. This bill 
wasn’t going anywhere this session, but it keeps the conversation going 
on this issue. The bill died in the Transportation Committee.

5.	 House Bill 2393 (Rep. Tom Dent). This is the 100 UL tax 
preference legislation. It would have offered tax incentives for fuel 
suppliers who establish 100 UL fueling infrastructure. The bill died in 
the Transportation Committee.

6.	 Senate Bill 6114 (Sen. Marko Liias). This bill would have required local 
airports to sell sustainable aviation fuel, jet fuel. This bill died in the Senate.

We didn’t see much movement on bills we wanted, but there was also no movement 
on legislation we felt would hurt the aviation industry.

Next year is a long, 105-day legislative session. That provides more opportunities 
and time to work on issues that impact aviation. This is also a good time to remind 
you, if you have an idea, or something related to aviation that you think needs to 
be addressed, please do not hesitate to contact me. The legislative session is many 
months away, but now is the time to start working on ideas or legislation for next year.

The Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show was held on Feb. 24-25 in 
Puyallup at the state fairgrounds. I always enjoy the conference, having the opportunity 
to visit with many of you and see the latest in technology. This year, I was unable to 
attend on Saturday as we were on the House floor debating and voting on bills. I look 
forward to attending next year!

Applications are still open for the governor appointed seats on the Commercial 
Aviation Work Group created by House Bill 1791 in 2023. Applications are available 
on the Governor’s Boards and Commissions website. Due to several circumstances 
out of our control we are late getting this work group together, we still have several 
openings we need to fill:

If you our someone you know is interested, please reach out to the website provided 
or you can reach out to me if that is easier. This is an important board and could have 
a major impact on the future of commercial aviation in the state of Washington.

Stay safe my friends and until next time, Blue Skies and Tailwinds!!

If you have comments or ideas for aviation-related legislation, or if you would like 
me to come to a chapter meeting, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. You 
may email me at tom.dent@leg.wa.gov or contact me through my Olympia office at 
360-786-7932, or my district office at 509-941-2346. You may sign up for my email 
updates by visiting my website at representativetomdent.com

Tom Dent is a lifelong resident of Washington and has been a professional pilot 
since 1976. He currently holds an Airline Transport Pilot Certificate multi-engine 
land with commercial privileges single engine land. Tom is also a Certificated 
Flight Instructor for both single and multi-engine airplane and instrument airplane 
and a certificated ground instructor. He lives on his ranch with his family, the 
Flying T, seven miles northeast of Moses Lake. Tom represents the 13th District 
and is currently serving his fifth term in the state House of Representatives.

lesgislative updates...

POSITION POSITION DESCRIPTION

5 Rep. from the airline industry or business dependent  
upon air service

9

Citizen rep. - Eastern WA - must represent the public interests 
in the communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

12

Citizen rep. - must represent the public interests in the 
communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

13

Citizen rep. - must represent the public interests in the 
communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

14

Citizen rep. - must represent the public interests in the 
communities that are included in the work group’s site 
research and understand the impacts of a large commercial 
aviation facility on a community

15 Rep. from a freight forwarding industry

16 Rep. from a trucking industry

18 Rep. from a statewide environmental organization

19 Rep. from a statewide environmental organization

COMMERCIAL AVIATION WORK GROUP- 
RECRUITING APPLICANTS FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS (HB 1791)

Washington Pilots Association
Serving Washington Pilots Since 1960

www.wpaflys.orgwww.wpaflys.org

PLEASE JOIN OR 
RENEW TODAY!

WPA is working 
to advance 

the interests of 
general aviation in 
Washington State.

JOIN WPAJOIN WPA
WPA Wings

A Publication of the Washington Pilots Association
1100 Bellevue Way N.E.

Ste. 8A (Box 397)
Bellevue, WA 98004

WPA Wings is published bi-monthly, (February, April, 
June, August, October and December).

Submissions are welcomed!
Please send articles via e-mail to: wings@wpaflys.org

Send typewritten or handwritten articles to:
Washington Pilots Association

1100 Bellevue Way N.E.
Ste. 8A (Box 397)

Bellevue, WA 98004
WPA WINGS is the bimonthly newspaper of the Washington Pilots 
Association (WPA), which represents the pilots of Washington State. 
Letters to the Editor are welcome. Letters must be signed by the 
author and a contact phone number provided. 

The WPA reserves the right to edit all letters and to refuse inappro-
priate advertising. Opinions expressed in WPA Wings, including 
those in letters to the editor and advertisements, are the opinions of 
the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the WPA.

Information included in this publication is intended for entertainment 
and/or educational purposes only. The reader must not rely on the 
information contained herein to relieve him/her of the responsibility 
to comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and instructions. The 
reader is solely responsible for his/her own safety and in no case 
shall the publisher, staff, any officer or member of the Washington 
Pilots Association be held responsible for any use or lack thereof, 
that readers may or may not choose to make of the information 
contained herein.

Be smart, and please fly safely.

Well, this may not be new, because you could always get the newsletter on the web site, 
but you now have another option.  When you renew your membership you have the 

option to check the Digital only box.  Then, you will not receive the printed copy,  
but you will receive the digital version. 

To make it easy we will send you an announcement that the digital version is available 
and give you a link.  Once you get there, you can read it, or print all or part of it. This is 
an effort to save our Association money.  The WINGS publication is our largest expense. 

WINGS GOES DIGITAL
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Hillary Franz 
called me last 
week. She is 
running for the 
6th Congressional 
District in Grays 
Harbor. (WTF, I 
thought, why me? 
Long story, but 
I’ve never been in 
their hospital…) 

We had a nice chat.  I liked her work 
as the Public Lands Commissioner 
and noted that the previous dude had 
blocked USFS selective burning because 
of “smoke.”  Go Figure. 

Selective burning might have avoided 
the extraordinary DC-10 retardant drop 
on Chelan. (Google Chelan wildfire 
retardant drop from a DC-10 hits the 
camera. - YouTube) 

I mentioned that I’d testified at a 
hearing on HB1498 in 2023 on 
wildland fire response. 

Two of my points were:
--Enabling a local sheriff to have 

guaranteed fire fighting assets…” and 
--Allow “Fire Watch” flights for early 

detection of small fires.” 
I told her that the only person who 

testified against was some dude from 
DNR who seemed to be protecting their 
private air force. 

I said I was disappointed because the 
final bill only seemed to allow, but not 
require things to happen until 2025.

She got excited (old guys seldom 
excite younger women) and said: “I 
fixed it! Four air resources are now pre-
deployed in Eastern Washington.” 

Sponsors of HB1498 included 
Representatives Dye and Dent.

My point is: YOU can make a 
difference. Keep responding when Rich 
Jones blasts out an urgent email to Yay 
or Nay on a Bill. It Works!

The Flying season is already here on 
nice days, and backcounty camping is 
not far away. Be prepared like a good 
Girl Scout and plan for contingencies.  
The old photo of me shaving was taken 
at Sullivan Lake after a WPA Board 
meeting at Spokane. Later that night 
there was heavy rain and tent flooding, 

and we were stuck 
there for three days 
due to weather.

I’m a big fan 
of the Passport 
Program (www.
flywashington.org). 
It is wonderful for 
pilots, communities, 
and their businesses. 
The folks who have 
earned Passport 
jackets deserve 
recognition as there 
are rules to follow 
which make it really 
mean something. 
(WPA President Rick  
Becker is a jacket winner)

Copalis Beach (S16) is the ONLY 
beach in the U.S. where landing is legally 
permitted! It’s a Passport destination.  

But we have a general vandalism 
problem at our state airports; fire pits get 
messed up, log books destroyed and 
Passport stamps keep getting swiped. 

I’ve built 8 sturdy lock boxes including 
a stainless steel one for Copalis Beach  
A local who resents airplanes on “his” 
beach took a bolt cuter to the padlock 
and stole the stamp. The Passport 
program surrendered, but one can still 
get credit by taking a selfie at Copalis, 
then getting your Passport book stamped 

at Auburn. I was told that the perp has 
also dragged a log onto S16.

Might a WPA chapter consider 
Adopting S16? Maintenance would 
be minimal and showing a presence, 
maybe meeting the resident in friendly 
way could protect a treasure. Send 
me your ideas; contact Paul Wolf and 
consider Adopting S16.

The “Teleford Rest Area Helipad” was 
apparently placed by WSDOT and 
intended for medevac use on US2 west 
of Davenport. It’s not yet listed on FAA 
records. (Maybe WPA could adopt if 
we get a logo on the helipad.) Please 
contact Paul Wolf and join up.

TOM JENSEN
Airport Affairs

airport affairs...

Early this year we lost two very dedicated individuals 
whose significant contributions often went unnoticed.

Every nonprofit organization working with the all-
volunteer army has the same problem. Where and 
how do you find people willing to dedicate themselves 
to the task at hand? Do they have passion? What 
about reliability and trustworthiness? Are they willing 
to work for free?

So many times, we draft a “volunteer for life,” never 
thinking about the impacts we have on their personal 
life. We ask them to climb Mt. Everest solo. We never 
think of breaking up the job into smaller pieces . . . 
asking others to assist. And then we make them feel 
guilty if for some reason they ask to be released from 
their bondage.

In 2011, at our annual workshop in Chelan, out of left 
field, Jim Swartwood, Bremerton Chapter, stepped up 
and volunteered to be our WPA State Treasurer. Oh, 
but we had this wonderful computerized management 
system that would do everything. It didn’t take Jim 
long to figure out that the system was not operating 
as advertised—at least the accounting/chapter 
reconciliation parts. Jim spent months working on the 
process and perfected something we could live with.

2015 rolled up. Jim had had enough, and Bud 
Smilanich stepped in. I never understood the level of 

detail involved with making our system work. I knew 
the intent of the code but had never participated in the 
beta testing. Nine years later and our latest volunteer, 
George Futas, claims the system works pretty well!

And now the time has come to thank Jim and Bud. If 
only they were here to accept the overdue accolades!

Bud passed on February 23rd and Jim on March 
3rd of 2024.

Both men are survived by wonderful families, children 
and grandchildren. I will leave the personal stories for 
them to tell . . . and there are many! What I can attest 
to is the passion and dedication these two men had 
for aviation. They were there day-in and day-out to 
improve our chapters and our state organization.

I will miss my friends. If only I had said Thank You 
more often!

JIM SWARTWOOD
March 1, 1945 to March 3, 2024

WPA State Treasurer, 2011 to 2015  
 Bremerton Chapter

BUD SMILANICH 
December 23, 1945 to February 23, 2024

WPA State Treasurer , 2015 to 2023 
Shelton Chapter

Flying West...

AIRPORT DATE SPONSOR REMARK

Sullivan Lake State Sat. May 4 Deer Park
Adopt an airport renewal 
due 2024

Ranger Creek State Sat. May 11 Green River
Adopt an airport renewal 
due 2024

Lower Granite State Sat. May 18
Spokane Adopt an airport renewal 

due 2024

Little Goose State Sat. May 19 Tri-Cities
Adopt an airport renewal 
due 2024

Teleford Helipad May 19 or 20 TBD
Install wind sock  
for Elon Musk

Copalis Beach None Need
Vandals have driven out 
Passport Program

UPCOMING WORK PARTIES ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS.  
TAKE A PICNIC AND HELP YOUR CHAPTER:

COURTESY TOM JENSEN
Google for the video and look for the lead plane

COURTESY TOM JENSEN
The first Passport box, installed at Ranger Creek

COURTESY TOM JENSEN
Prepping for a romantic night, delayed by rain
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Stephanie Allen  
Former WPA PAE Chapter President

In 1996 our chapter joined Paine Field Airport 
with a display at Everett Mall. The idea was to 
promote the airport and General Aviation. We 
had a TV monitor that displayed General Aviation 
aircraft in flight as well as information on how to 
become a pilot.

Interestingly what happened was many people 
coming up to our booth just wanted to know if 
Boeing was hiring. So we surveyed those folks 
and discovered they did not know anything but 
Boeing was located at the airport.

Given that information and the fact the Paine 
Field airshow no longer existed, we, the airport 
director and our chapter board, decided to put 
together an event that would focus solely on 
General Aviation. That was June of 1996. We 
titled it “General Aviation Appreciation Day”. The 
“Appreciation” a few years later was dropped 
from the title.

So it began, with three chapter volunteers and 
two Paine Field employees from operations to head 
the event. I was the lead organizer for the event. 
We had Rebecca Lohman in charge of security, 
setup and assist me recruiting display aircraft. 
Margaret Hargrave did all of our advertising. 
PAE operations helped with tents, ramp space etc. 
The event was held on the Central ramp, between 
Northway Aviation, now Rainier, and the old Jet 
Deck restaurant. The event was held on the first 
Saturday in October.

So the recruitment began. Rebecca and I spent 
Saturdays roaming the airport, finding open 
hangars, and convincing pilots that they should 

display their aircraft. We ended up with 34 aircraft, 
including Warbirds, Bonanzas, Pipers, Cessnas, 
Mooneys and homebuilts. The Museum of Flight’s 
Restoration Facility brought over the United 
Airlines B247D that is now located in the Aviation 
Pavilion at the Museum of Flight. Operations 
provided a larger tent so the MOF could bring the 
SR71 cockpit and kids flight simulator over for a 
kid’s area. We also had other kid’s activities. The 
Seattle Chapter of the EAA joined us with a Young 
Eagles event. 136 Young Eagles took to flight with 
12 participating aircraft. The airport approved the 
Jet Deck to have a BBQ on the ramp. The Jet Deck 
owner told me they did better business that day 

than at the last airshow. We made aircraft specific 
prop placards that provided information on the 
aircraft as well as something that would interest 
attendees, such as “used for business”, “flew from 
Boston to Paine Field”, “30-minute flight to the 
islands for lunch” etc.

We had 80 volunteers that day and with some 
assisting in Friday’s setup. Two of our members 
were stationed at the gate to greet and count 
attendees. We had just under 800 attendees 
show. This was the beginning of a new event 
tradition and was held every year until 2018, 
with only one cancellation because of inclement 
weather and lack of participation.

B R E A K F A S T

See some amazing airplanes, talk with pilots and meet your neighbors!

Visit one of the local 
restaurants for lunch

Served in the big hangar by the Sagebrush Senior Center – follow the signs.

610 Main St SW
Deset Aire, WA 99349

509-932-4412

1 0 1  F r o n t i e r  W a y  W ,  D e s e r t  A i r e ,  W A  9 9 3 4 9

Suggested donation of $7 is requested.
All profits used exclusively for 
maintenance of airport facilities.

WPA chapter updates...

PAINE FIELD COMMUNITY DAY TO BE HELD MAY 18

We're thrilled to announce the formation of the Blue Skies Flying Club 
at Auburn Municipal Airport. The club is set to take off with 10 founding 
members who share a passion for the thrill of flight.

Blue Skies Flying Club is a 501.c.7 non-profit social club that is gearing 
up for a journey filled with camaraderie, adventure, and shared skies. With 
10 dedicated members at its core, the club promises an inclusive and vibrant 
space for all its members with ready access to our inaugural aircraft, a 
Mooney M20, all at a cost less than renting a trainer.

Pilots who join BSFC will enjoy the opportunity to help select the sleek 
aircraft to be purchased, participate in learning to fly this high performance, 
complex, yet affordable plane with our designated CFIs and share the 
pride of owning an equal share of a fine flying machine. Founding members 
will create and approve the club’s By-laws, Operating Rules, and Safety 
Guidelines. Membership is limited to experienced pilots with a minimum of 

100 logged hours of flying time and holding a minimum of a PPL license. 
Members with limited time in type, make and model will be trained up to 
proficiency by highly qualified club-approved CFIs.

Safety will be emphasized as a core principal at BSFC and our aircraft will 
be maintained to the highest standards in the industry.

To be a part of this rare opportunity and exciting venture, check out our 
website: www.BlueSkiesFlying.Club and connect with Steve Hughes, our 
executive director via email at skhnmh@comcast.net. Blue Skies Flying Club 
eagerly awaits the addition of more members to share in the exhilaration of 
aviation in the magnificent Pacific Northwest.

NEW FLYING CLUB COMING 
TO AUBURN MUNICIPAL

COURTESY  STEPHANIE ALLEN
United Airlines B247D that is now located in the Aviation Pavilion at the Museum of Flight.
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John Dobson Wins AOPA 2023 Laurence P. Sharples Award
John Dobson, former WPA State President and 

current Government Affairs Director, has been 
recognized as the 2023 AOPA Laurence P. Sharples 
Award winner at the annual R.A. “Bob” Hoover 
award ceremony March 20 at Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport, Historic Terminal A 
Lobby, Washington D.C.

AOPA annually recognizes a single individual 
whose life work is outside general aviation, but 
who has significantly contributed to the betterment 
of general aviation.  This award was established 
in the name of Laurence P. Sharples, who was the 
first Chairman of the AOPA Board of Trustees and a 
founder of the Association.  

John succeeded in his career in automotive 
sales with Toyota and Subaru and concluded his 
automotive career as the Area Manager for Avis 
Rent-a-Car Systems, Inc. Since the conclusion of his 
automotive career, John has dedicated his life to 
aviation and advocacy on behalf of the Washington 
state aviation community, the results of which will benefit 
both Washington pilots and airport community for 
years to come. An AOPA member for the past 42 years 
and an Airport Support Network (ASN) volunteer at 
Sanderson Field, John has, since his “first retirement”, 
made general aviation advocacy his life’s work.

His aviation-related leadership includes service 
as President, Washington State Aviation Alliance 
(WSAA) and former Executive Director, Port of 
Shelton. One of his many accomplishments leading 
to his being recognized for this prestigious award is 
helping to defeat the 2023 Washington House Bill 
(HB) 1554 which, if enacted, would have outlawed 
the sale of 100 low lead aviation fuel prior to a 100 
unleaded replacement becoming widely available.

Another specific example of his aviation advocacy 
goes back to efforts to save Vista Field (S98) in 
2013. Although the airport was ultimately closed, in 
the several year struggle to save Vista, the ASN that 
led the fight to save S98 states “…John would drive 
across the state to speak on behalf of Vista [and 
other] airports that were in jeopardy at numerous 
commission and council meetings, even if only for a 
3-5 minute public comment session…”  

John was instrumental in creating the Washington 
state Community Aviation Revitalization Board 
(CARB), a 20-year low interest revolving loan 
program to provide an additional finance alternative 
to airports. The program has been wildly successful 
and now has $10 million in funding available, 
without a single default. John remains on the CARB 
Board that makes the loan allocation awards.

In his seven year tenure as the Executive Director 
of the Port of Shelton which included a 1000 acre 
(NPIAS) airport and industrial park; Johns Prairie, a 

400 acre heavy industrial park; and the Oakland 
Bay Marina, John’s creative approaches for more 
effectively and efficiently commoditizing more of the 
Port’s assets led to the Sanderson airport being one 
of only two WA state airport operating at a surplus 
at the time.

A financial expert and armed with the necessary 
research, John makes every effort to see that airports 
are better funded. He led the fight to redirect state 
aircraft excise tax out of general fund and back into 
WA State Aviation Department reclaiming $1M 
resulting in state match for $10M in federal projects. 
He subsequently drove acknowledgment by State 
Department of Revenue that airport-generated 
Hazardous Substance Tax and Petroleum Products 
Tax should be coming back to airports rather than to 
general fund, a $14 million annual diversion the FAA 
has found does not comply with federal mandates 
and an effort that continues on in present day. 

Given all the aforementioned accomplishments 
and positive impact to Washington state aviation, 
he was a natural pick to become President of the 
Washington State Aviation Alliance (WSAA) – 
a coalition of eighteen member organizations 
representing virtually all state general aviation 
organizations dedicated to legislative advocacy. 
For several years in that position he has led through 
facts and figures and has been instrumental in 
crafting effective data-based arguments dedicated 
to the most important aviation-related concerns in 
Washington state aviation to include most recently 
coalescing a group of aviation professionals and 
legislators to defeat House Bill 1554 which had 
intended to prematurely ban the sale and distribution 
of leaded aviation fuel in Washington. Finally, 

WSAA was awarded the first-ever AOPA Northwest 
Mountain Region Advocacy Partnership award for 
their significant role and assistance with the defeat of 
HB 1554-Lead Impacts during the Washington state 
2023 legislative session.

Over the years, and on his own time and at his 
own expense, John has consistently demonstrated 
his advocacy for airports by personally speaking 
on behalf of airports that were in jeopardy at 
numerous commission and council meetings. He is 
regularly called on as a guest speaker to help pilots 
and airport administrators better understand the 
intricacies and opportunities surrounding airport-
related finances and is an acknowledged expert 
on encroachment issues as well. He regularly alerts 
pilots, airport managers, and the collective general 
aviation community to airports that were in potential 
danger before most realized the negative direction 
the airports were heading. In closing, John does not 
merely serve our community; he leads and continues 
to be a driving force advocating for general 
aviation, keeping our airports open, and protecting 
our freedom to fly.

John flies his P35 Bonanza as often as he can and if 
he isn’t found flying his airplane or somehow supporting 
our aviation community, he will likely be traveling and 
otherwise exploring our incredible planet. 

John has delivered a lifetime of successes and 
achievement in general aviation.  His contributions to 
the betterment of general aviation justify his receipt 
of the prestigious AOPA Laurence P. Sharples Award 
for 2023 and we are fortunate to call him our friend, 
leader, and intrepid aviator with us here at the 
Washington Pilots Association.

SUBMITTED BY DAVE LUCKE

President's Message...
This message was sent from Rick Beckert, former WPA VP West, to 

Rich Jones, WPA Membership Director.

Our new WPA President asked me to broadcast this message for him as he 
is currently cruising in the South Pacific:

Greeting WPA members and pilots.
I am glad to serve as your 2024 president in close collaboration with Jerry 

Barkley and the rest of the WPA leadership team to improve and grow WPA 
while building upon our 4 pillars of: Advocacy, Education, Outreach and Social.

My love of flying began when I was in high school. Since then, flying has been 
an important part of who I am. From teaching to camping at back country strips, 
to longer trips to the east coast, Alaska and Mexico I love flying. I am happy to 
share this love through service as your president.

In discussions with Jerry earlier this week he agreed to run the Chelan retreat 
as I don’t return from my south Pacific cruise until March 20. I do expect to be 
around to prepare for and run the other 2024 meetings. I plan to attend all state 
meeting in person and encourage other officers to do so if possible. A MS Teams 
meeting will also be scheduled for those unable to attend in person.

Rick Beckert, 2024 WPA president
You may contact Rick Beckert at rbeckert@msn.com
Rich Jones, Membership Director, Washington Pilots Association
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Safety & Education...

43-30430 (N9217H) is one of 
a relatively small number of L-4Hs 
that were purchased for $300 
after the war and shipped home. 
About 50% of the over 2000 L-4s 
in Europe had been lost in combat 
and operational accidents and most 
of those left were scrapped or sold 
as surplus to European countries. 
Arriving stateside, this one was 
relicensed as a J-3-C65 and wore 
Cub yellow with multiple owners for 
close to 70 years.

I purchased 43-30430 in May 
2020 from a Navy F-18 pilot 
living in Colorado as a “restored” 
Piper L-4. He had researched her 
combat history and wanted to put 
her back into proper uniform. This 
was completed in 2013 including 
an upgrade to a C-90-8F engine. 
After flying her for 3 months some 
fabric and structural issues surfaced 
and as it turned out, the restoration 
work done on the fuselage did 
not include the right wing and 
horizontal tail surfaces. They were 
just repainted. The fabric work and 
structure of the right wing, done 
years before he owned it, was 
problematic to say the least. With 
recommendations from Mike Payne 
at the Port Townsend Aero Museum 
we decided to recover / rebuild the 
wings, horizontal tail surfaces and 
landing gear.

Dave Miller and I spent the good 
part of three months in the fall of 
2020, all masked up, working with 
the museum staff and volunteers. I 
flew her to our home and hangar 
at WN29 (Blue Ribbon Farms) on 
December 4, 2020. She is now 
beautifully restored with colors 
and markings correct for the unit 
and time. It is an honor to fly her 
in memory of the over 89,500 
casualties and veteran survivors of 
that 6-week battle.

Restoration
continued from page 1

GEORGE FUTAS
CFII, A&P

There are benefits for pilots being active 
with aviation organizations and learning 
from other’s experiences and applying that 
knowledge for your own benefit. When 
it comes to flying after an aircraft has 
undergone maintenance, or been sitting 
for a while, applying that knowledge can 
significantly improve your opportunity for 
a safe flight and reduced cost of aircraft 
operations.

Pilots and mechanics minimize their risk and consequences 
of mistakes by using knowledge, experience, and good 
judgement, accompanied by good procedures and checklists. 
Pilots can and do make mistakes, no matter how careful they 
are. Airplane mechanics can and do make mistakes, no matter 
how careful they are.

In my years of flying, after maintenance on aircraft by others 
I’ve found tools left in the engine and fuselage, oil leaks, spark 
plug wiring loose, linkages unsecured, etc. It happens when 
a shop is rushed, or work done by multiple people without 
confirmation via checklists or quality procedures. Look at what 
happened with Boeing recently.

A few years ago in Helena, Montana I witnessed a pilot 
taking his bonanza from the shop after annual inspection and 
immediately taking off cross country in high mountainous terrain. 
The shop owner was also concerned as they recommend a 
brief test flight before leaving the area. Think about it – was it 
worth the risk by not taking 30 minutes for a test flight locally 
before departing cross country?

Following is a checklist I developed and use.

Post maintenance Checklist - First flight after annual or 
major work -

1.	 Carefully review the logbook and note all work done 
(PIC is responsible that aircraft is airworthy per FAR’s).

2.	 Perform a detailed pre-flight inspection per your 
POH or improved checklist.

3.	 Carefully inspect any areas where repairs were made, 
and panels/cowl was removed and replaced. Look 
for missing or loose fasteners.

4.	 Do fuel and oil levels match expectations, is the tire 
pressure OK?

5.	 Do all control surfaces move in correct direction with 
cockpit control inputs.

6.	 Does flap position match flap control indicator 
in cockpit

7.	 Before taxi, start Engine, ck oil pressure, fuel flow, 
alternator output voltage, mag check, prop control 
– monitor Cylinder Head Temp. Check idle, mag 
ground, then shutdown by mixture control.

8.	 If multi-engine start the other engine and repeat 
item 6.

9.	 Open cowlings and inspect for loose wires, spark 
plug harness and nuts, oil & fuel leaks and for 
anything that should not be there.

10.	  If AC has a hydraulic gear pump, Ck gear pump 
fluid reservoir.

When all the above appear OK:

11.	 Restart engine(s), ck voltage, ck radios and 
navigation gear.

12.	 Insert flight plan if appropriate into GPS.
13.	 Plan to use longest runway available. Communicate 

Post Maintenance Taxi Test and local Test Flight to 
tower or via CTAF.

14.	 During slow taxi Check Brakes.
15.	 Plan for high-speed taxi test
16.	 In position on runway – hold brakes, Briefly run 

engine to takeoff power, note MP/RPM & Fuel Flow 
is OK or Not, then back off to low RPM. If multi-
engine, repeat for the other engine.

17.	 If engine(s) OK – Note 1000 ft position on runway 
for HS taxi. NO flaps

18.	 Concentrate on maintaining control during the next 
step and not becoming airborne.

19.	 Apply takeoff power, accelerate to stall speed note 
distance, reduce power and slow/brake to exit rwy. 
Did it reach stall speed in less than 1000 ft ?

20.	 How did controls feel ? Did the airspeed indicator 
respond as expected?

21.	 Decision time – if anything seems off, return to ramp 
and inspect.

First flight

Expect something to go wrong – plan for alternatives!!!
Once in air, cruise above airport several minutes, observe 

everything-Trim, power settings vs airspeed, handling, 
instruments, sounds, odors.

Land and reinspect before your next flight or make a short 
flight to a nearby airfield and reinspect.

FIRST FLIGHT AFTER ANNUAL INSPECTION

WE WANT 
TO HEAR 

FROM YOU! 
Tell us what you 

like, dislike, or just 
sound off about 

anything aviation. 
Please include your 
name and chapter 
association. Submit 
entries via e-mail to 
michaelwatkins1@

icloud.com.

Executive Committee & Officers
President: 

Richard Beckert....................... 360-653-5464
VP West: 

Open ...................................................................
VP East: 

Andy Luebke ........................... 509-994-7231
Treasurer: 

George Futas ......................... 425-260-4445
Secretary: 

Marian Jensen......................... 360-825-6777
Directors:
Membership: 

Rich Jones............................... 425-349-9802
Airports: 

Tom Jensen............................. 360-825-6777
Safety & Education: 

Open ................................................................... 
Govt Affairs: 

John Dobson........................... 360-898-2319
Dir at Large: 

Gary Miranda.......................... 360-281-0196
Communications: 

Michael Watkins...................... 360-661-5477
WPA Website: http://www.wpaflys.org

Washington Pilots Association

 

10394 N Aero Drive 

Hayden, ID 83835 

Pappy Boyington Field (COE) 

 

We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport. 

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International,  

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments. 

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers! 

Come see us! 

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com. 

Monday through Friday 8-5. 

 

10394 N Aero Drive 

Hayden, ID 83835 

Pappy Boyington Field (COE) 

 

We are a full service avionics shop now located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport. 

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics International,  

JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments. 

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers! 

Come see us! 

Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com. 

Monday through Friday 8-5. 

10394 N. Aero Drive, Hayden, Idaho 83835
Pappy Boyington Field (COE)

COME SEE US!
Contact Barry Huck at (208)-209-7328 or 

barryh@advancedavionicssolutions.com.
Monday through Friday 8-5.

We are a full service avionics shop now 
located at Coeur d’ Alene Airport.

We are a dealer for Garmin, S-Tec, Aspen, Electronics Inter-
national, JPI, and Mid-Continent Instruments.

We also service many other major avionics manufacturers!
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GDL-50 ADS-B Receiver ��������������������������������������������������$799
GDL-51 XM Receiver ���������������������������������������������������������$749
GDL-52 ADS-B/XM Combo �������������������������������������������$1249

AERA-760 7” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������$1549
AERA-660 5” Touchscreen GPS ��������������������������������$849

GPS-175 2” Touchscreen GPS ������������������������������������$4995*

GNC-355 2” Touchscreen GPS/COM ��������������������������$6995*

GNX-375 2” Touchscreen GPS w/ADS-B Xponder�������$7690 

GDL-50 SERIES ADS-B
& XM RECEIVERS

FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS

AERA 760 PORTABLE GPS

GPS-175 • GNC-355 • GNX-375

ANR HEADSETS

*FREE SHIPPING

Plus Installation

G5/PFD (TSO) �����������������������������������������������������$2625
G5/HSI ������������������������������������������������������������������$3615
G5/PFD (Exp) ������������������������������������������������������$1495

BOSE A30 $1299

PCA-ANR/BT $349

Client: Pacific Coast Avionics 
Ad Title: 30 Years, Best Pricing and Service
Publication: Washington Pilots
Trim: 9.75 x 7.38

AUDIO PANELS

GI-275/PFD ���������������������������������������From $3790
GI-275/HSI �������������������������������������� From $4090
GI-275/EIS ��������������������������������������� From $4850

GI-275 EFIS

These Popular Models & More
Call for Best Price!

Cost-effective, with precise and smooth in-flight 
characteristics, underspeed/overspeed protec-
tion, dedicated “LEVEL” mode button, & coupled 
approaches.

GFC 500 AUTOPILOTS

GFC-500 2-Axis �����������������������������Installed from $13,885*
GFC-500 2-Axis + Autotrim ���������� Installed from $18,850*

CALL FOR
INSTALL
QUOTE

* Not including G5/PFD (Required)

GMA-345 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1975
Bluetooth • USB Port • 3D Audio
6-PL Stereo Intercom • Voice Recorder

GMA-342 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������$1795
4-PL Stereo Intercom • 3D Audio
3.5mm Aux Input • Voice Recorder

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR: 

*Prices may be changed at any time without notice*

LED AIRCRAFT LIGHTING

Sunspot 36 LX Landing/Taxi Light ��������$349
Pulsar NS Nav/Strobe (Set) �����������������$1150
Suntail Tail Position Strobe ���������������������$495

Parmetheus G3 Landing/Taxi Light �������$299
Orion 600 Nav/Strobe (Set) ������������������$1195
Orion 500 Tail Position Strobe ����������������$485

LIGHTSPEED DELTA ZULU $1199

IC-A16 �������������������������������$269
IC-A25S  ���������������������������$319
IC-A25C  ��������������������������$469
IC-A25N  ��������������������������$529

FTA-250L �����������������������$195
FTA-450L ���������������������� $239
FTA-550L ���������������������� $289
FTA-750L ���������������������� $375
FTA-850L ���������������������� $449

Advanced capability audio panel with digital 
display, multiple Bluetooth, audio alerts, USB 
port, and more!

PMA-6000B Audio Panel ���������������������������������������$1395
PMA-8000G Audio Panel W/BT �����������������������������$1795

PMA-450C Audio Panel �����������������������������������������$2195

AUDIO PANELS

www.PCA.aero | 800.353.0370
WEST COAST’S LEADING AVIONICS DEALER
Basic installs to complete panel & glass retrofits. Call the leader in experience, service, and pricing.

30 YEARS OF GIVING PILOTS THE BEST PRICING AND SERVICE

4232-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   14232-PCA-WashingtonPilots-Ad-9.75x7.38.indd   1 8/28/23   3:18 PM8/28/23   3:18 PM

Most Chapters keep updated 
information on the WPAFLYS.

org website. Click on the 
“Chapters” tab for more 

information.

ANACORTES: The Anacortes chapter 
generally meets on the second Thursday of 
every third month (February, May, August 
and November) at 6:30 PM. Meetings are 
held in the Micro Aerodynamics hangar 
on the airport. Contact Chapter President 
Blake Thorn, blake@srvconstruction.com 
360-672-5695.

ARLINGTON: The Arlington Chapter 
meets the first Wednesday of each month 
at Neal Carman’s hangar at the airport. 
A no host dinner is at 6 PM and the 
meeting starts at 7 PM. Contact Chapter 
President Conor Baer at 425-941-5482.

BREMERTON: Check the website at 
WPAFLYS.org, click the “Chapters” tab and 
click on Bremerton for detailed information. 
Contact Chapter President Doug Haughton, 
360-710-3481, HaughtonDoug@gmail.
com for further information.  

CLALLAM COUNTY: The Clallam County 
Chapter meets for lunch periodically 
with meetings announcements made 
by e-mail. Current CCP members are 
included in the announcements. If you 
are not a current CCP member, and 
would like to attend a lunch, contact 
Colette Miller at 714-356-5669 or 
Dave Miller at 360-452-7136. All 
aviators welcome.

COLVILLE VALLEY:  For  current 
meeting schedules, please contact Dave 
Garringer, colvilleairport@yahoo.com, 
509-675-1041.

DEER PARK: The Deer Park chapter 
meets on an “as needed” basis at the 
administration building located on the Deer 
Park Airport. For more information about 
Deer Park chapter and activities please 
contact Darold Schultz at 509-999-5835.

GREEN RIVER: The Green River Chapter 
meets on the 2nd Friday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December 
for dinner and an aviation program. For 
meeting information and other chapter 
activities, including group fly-outs, WINGS 
programs and other special events please 
visit http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/
GreenRiver/EnRoute_Monthly_Editions/
current.pdf or contact the Chapter President 
Terri Tederman at 206-679-3568 or 
Danz4@msn.com 

HARVEY FIELD/SNOHOMISH: The 
Harvey Field chapter meets on the 
second Saturday of each month, except 
July, at 10 AM in Hangar 15 at Harvey 
Field. For more information on activities, 
please call Chapter President David 
Divoky at 559-696-3247.

METHOW VALLEY: Chapter meetings 
are the second Wednesday of the month 
through April, then resume in September. 
They are held in the Fitzpatrick hangar 
at the Twisp Airport at 15 Aviation Lane. 
Dinner starts at 6:00. Presentation starts 
at 6:30. Meeting starts after presentation. 
Details are announced via emails and 
Facebook. Contact President Rick LeDuc: 
(509) 429-2922 or Secretary Clay 
Chase: (206) 963-4353. 

MOSES LAKE: Chapter meetings 
are once a month. For information on 
time and place contact President Rod 
Richerson at (503) 267-1320 or VP 
Darrin Jackson at (509) 431-3145. 

NORTH SOUND/BELLINGHAM: The 
North Sound Chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month except June, 
July and August at the ARFF Conference 
Center at KBLI’s Fire Station 2005 
West Bakerview Rd. Bellingham. Doors 
open at 6:30 PM. For more information 
contact Bill Post at 716-425-0121; 
wildbillpost@gmail.com

OKANOGAN & FERRY COUNTY: 
Chapter meetings are the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at the Omak Elks Lodge. Dinner 
at 6 PM and meeting at 7 PM. For further 
information contact Chapter President Mark 
Christoph at (509) 429-2426 or V.P. Bob 
Ulrich at 509-429-2119. 

PAINE FIELD: The Paine Field chapter 
meets the first Friday of most months for 
dinner and an aviation related program. 
For detailed information on the monthly 
meeting and other chapter activities 
including group flyouts, maintenance 
seminars and special programs visit www.
facebook.com/groups/PFCWPA or send 
e-mail to paine-president@wpaflys.org.

SHELTON-SANDERSON: The Shelton 
WPA Chapter meets 10 AM Saturday in 
the Sanderson pilot lounge. For further 
information contact John Dobson at 
(206) 786-6081

SKAGIT: Meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of every month at 6 PM 
Cascade Aviation on the airport. Bring 
your ideas for projects that benefit local 
pilots, fun activities and how we can work 
together for a thriving pilot community. 
For further information contact chapter 
President Jerry Higgins (306) 540-4350 

SOUTHWEST/VANCOUVER: For 
information on meetings and seminars 
call chapter President Gary Miranda 
at  360-281-0196 or  e-mai l  a t 
a320grm@aol.com.

SPOKANE: Meetings are usually held 
on the third Wednesday of each month 
at Darcy’s, 10502 E. Sprague beginning 
at 6 PM. Meeting program information 
can be found at WPASpokane.org. 
For more information contact chapter 
President Andy Luebke at (509) 994-
7231 or Chapter Secretary Dennis 
Runolfson at (509) 879-0560. 

TRI-CITIES: The Tri-Cities WPA Chapter 
Treasurer is Edward Keenan at (509) 
212-1371. For further information 
contact Ed. 

TWIN HARBORS: The Twin Harbors 
chapter meets the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6 PM in Ocean Shores, 
location TBD. For meeting details and 
more information, Fred Winge, fwinge@
techline.com, 360-289-4186.

WENATCHEE: Meetings the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 PM. 
Location is announced via an E-mail list. 
Contact Chapter President Klaus Marx 
to add your name to the list or for other 
chapter information. 907-723-4379 or 
klausmarx@juno.com.

YAKIMA VALLEY: The Yakima Valley 
chapter meets on the fourth Thursday of 
every month. All are welcome. On most 
Saturday mornings at 8:30 till about 
10:30, WPA and EAA pilots often gather 
for coffee and donuts at Yakima Airport 
Airpark on the south side of McAllister field, 
KYKM. For chapter information, Contact 
Chapter President Gary Klingele at 509-
421-1597 or gcklingele@nwi.net.

WPA CHAPTERS AROUND THE STATE



j 	DISCOUNTS FROM NEARLY TWO DOZEN BUSINESSES 
	 And the list is growing!

j	REGIONAL & STATEWIDE LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY 		
	 efforts focused on promoting and preserving  
	 GA throughout Washington State

j 	WINGS NEWSLETTERS  
	 Printed every two months and digital versions 

j SOCIAL EVENTS & SAFETY SEMINARS

j 28 LOCAL CHAPTERS

Member Benefits Program

Get great WPA Members-Only Discounts at these aviation-related businesses!

Follow the instructions below to access Aircraft Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and print your 
WPA membership card, which can be used as proof of eligiblity for discounts from other sponsors. 

Go to www.wpaflys.org and click on Member Discounts.  
At the top of the Member Discounts page there is a 
link to access discount codes and print your membership 
card, which can be used to provide proof eligibility for 
discounts. Click that link to look up your Member ID then: 

Find WPA Members-Only Discounts at wpaflys.org  
(click on Members Benefits to see the latest)

KUAO (Aurora) 
pacificcoastavionics.com

Receive 5-15% OFF every purchase!
aircraftspruce.com 

Discount with Member Code
spenceraircraft.com 

Aircraft ownership for first time buyers and low 
time pilots.   tomahawkaero.com 

5% OFF Repairs   
acpropeller.com

3% OFF Fuel with $10 Fuel Card   
arlingtonflightservices.com 

2021 FLY IN set for August. Discount TBD   
arlingtonflyin.org

13% OFF Final Bill Year-round. KAWO   
aviationcovers.com 

10% OFF.    
bogertaviation.com

Free Drink with Meal Purchase. Western 
WA Location. buzzinnsteakhouse.com 

10% OFF Flights/Flight Reviews. KBVS   
flycascade.com

Great Oil Prices. KSHN
 smallandsonsoil.com 

Graphic Design Discounts.
linkedin.com/in/pilardowell

5% OFF on Instructions or Plane 
Rental. 1W1 flyitacademy.com 

Services Discount. KBFI
galvinflying.com 

KALW & KHRI
   tomahawkaero.com 

Free Shipping on VG Kit. 74S
microaero.com

Services Discount. S50   
normandyaircraft.com 

Discounts TBD   
northwayaviation.info

15% OFF Services.   
leftseat.com 

Free 6 Mo. & Discounts on 
Subscriptions. seattleavionics.com

10% OFF Simulator. KPAE
 simulationflight.com 

10% OFF Services   
signupsigncompany.com

$50 OFF Demo Flight
 svashonaircraft.com 

Pilot Medical Solutions, Inc.
The Fastest, Most Trusted Aeromedical Service.

1. Enter your member ID.
2. Enter your password

(click Forgot my Password? if you want it sent to your email 
address on file).

3. Once logged in, you will see (among other things) Aircraft
Spruce and Spencer Aircraft discount codes, and a link to print 
your membership card.

4. Use the discount codes when you contact Aircraft Spruce and
Spencer Aircraft. Print and keep the membership card to show 
the businesses offering WPA Members-Only discounts.

WPA Membership has its privileges!


